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In November of last year, the City Council approved 
agreements for the development of most of the City-owned 
property in University Place’s downtown by Verus Partners 
with a Whole Foods Market as one key anchor. With 
the design and permitting complete, groundbreaking on 
construction of the 38,000 square foot Whole Foods Market 
will occur in late March this year, with the store set to open in 
spring of 2015.

Whole Foods Market is the world’s largest certified organic 
grocer with over 300 stores in the United States, Canada 
and the United Kingdom, but until the University Place 
store, Whole Foods Market had no stores in Pierce County 
or anywhere between Seattle and Vancouver, Washington. In 
addition to offering more shopping options to U.P. residents, 

we hope that our Whole Foods Market will be a major regional 
draw and will further improve our local business climate.

“We’re very excited to open a store in Pierce County, 
where we’ve had a huge number of resident requests for many 
years. Every Whole Foods Market is different, and we invite 
the community to share input about how to make this store 
uniquely UP!” - Joe Rogoff, Whole Foods Market, Regional 
President-Pacific Northwest.

In addition, Verus Partners, who is developing the Whole 
Foods Market, expects to break ground on more new buildings 
over the course of this year within the city center as a part of 
their project which they have named "The Village at Chambers 
Bay" in recognition of the site’s proximity to both the actual 
Chambers Bay, and the site of the 2015 U.S. Open Golf 

Championship, which will make our City 
known to the world.

Concurrently, SEB, Inc., the developer 
and owner of the Clearview Building, has 
commenced construction on the final 
portion of the city center garage, and the 
new Latitude 47 Mixed Use Building. The 
Latitude 47 Building will include 150 
new residential units, and additional retail 
space at street level. By this time next year 
we will see the vision of the original town 
center project beginning to be fulfilled in 
downtown University Place.

March 2014 groundbreaking for Whole Foods Market 

At its March 10 meeting, the City Council decided to submit 
to voters a measure that would increase the City’s utility tax by 
3.5 percent to fund public safety expenses. The question, which 
will appear on the ballot this November, asks residents to provide 
the Police Department with additional revenue to maintain four 
existing police officers and to add three commissioned officers and 
a patrol sergeant. If approved, the funds would be dedicated solely 
to public safety and could not be used for other City expenses.

The City’s current public safety expenses are largely funded by 
property tax revenue. In fact, all property taxes paid to the City of 
University Place are dedicated to pay for public safety expenses. 
But the City only receives approximately $0.08 for every $1 
a homeowner pays; 92 percent of property taxes paid by our 
residents are distributed to other jurisdictions, such as the School 
District, the Fire District, the County and the State.  

Council puts Public Safety Measure 
on November ballot

Continued on page 3
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CITY COUNCIL
Denise McCluskey ......... 253.460.2500
Javier Figueroa ............... 253.226.3927
Kent Keel ........................ 253.460.2500
Steve Worthington ......... 253.565.4855
Ken Grassi ...................... 253.627.7196
Chris Nye ........................ 253.460.2500
Caroline Belleci .............. 253.389.9517

PROPOSED
MEETING CALENDAR

April 7  – 6:30 p.m.
Regular Meeting

April 14 – 6:30 p.m.
Special Meeting

April 21 – 6:30 p.m.
Regular Meeting

May 5 – 6:30 p.m.
Regular Meeting

May 19 – 6:30 p.m.
Regular Meeting

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION
April 17 & May 15 – 6 p.m.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION

April 24 & May 22 – 7:30 a.m.

PLANNING COMMISSION
April 2, April 16 & May 7 – 7 p.m.

PARKS & RECREATION 
COMMISSION

April 10 & May 8 – 6:30 p.m.

All meetings are open to the public. Contact the City Clerk's Office 
at 253.460.2510 for more information.

All City Council meetings are held in the Town Hall meeting room, Windmill Village, 3715 Bridgeport Way, 
usually at 6:30 p.m. (unless otherwise posted). Changes to meeting times and locations are posted at  

City Hall, University Place Library and at www.CityofUP.com, or contact the  
City Clerk’s Office at 253.460.2510 for current information about meeting dates and agendas.

Council Corner

Mayor Denise McCluskey

Over the past couple of months, University 
Place has seen a lot of excitement come to town. 
We have enjoyed the visit of a Super Bowl star 
player with the Seahawks, Richard Sherman, to our 
local Northwest Sportscards store at Green Firs. 
We have seen several successful grand openings 
of new businesses, including Fresh Rolls! restau-
rant, Applebee’s and soon Grassi’s Boutique & 
Restaurant. And Town Center is well on its way to 
becoming a vibrant new district, with the opening 
of the Clearview Apartments in the new mixed-use 
building that also hosts the new restaurant Jersey 
Mike’s Subs.

Over the next two years, there is even more to 
come. At the beginning of March, work began on 
a parking garage that will fill the hole south of the 
Library in Town Center. The garage will serve as the 
base of a new mixed-use building called Latitude 
47. At the end of March, we celebrated the official 
groundbreaking of Whole Foods Market. As the 
only Whole Foods between Seattle and Vancouver, 
Washington, it will be a regional draw and serve as 
an anchor tenant for Town Center.  

On the heels of this business optimism, we 
will soon celebrate the installation of a regionally 
featured Destination Art Project in the Civic 
Building atrium. The art piece, called “Between 
Sea and Sky,” is a dynamic colored glass sculpture 
celebrating the light and native plants of the Pacific 
Northwest. It was created by nationally renowned 
artist Michele Gutlove.

I’ll only briefly mention the excitement brewing 
for the U.S. Open in 2015! The buzz created by 
the short promo shown during the NFL’s NFC 
Championship game led to a record number of 

volunteers for the event and brisk corporate ticket 
sales. These are exciting times indeed.  

Have you noticed that our 27th Street corridor 
has a new look? Thanks to the hard work of our 
City employees, we secured grant funding and 
donations from neighboring property owners to 
complete new sidewalks and streetlights along our 
historic business district.  

Lastly, I want to remind everyone of the 
relationship that we’ve established with the soldiers 
stationed at Joint Base Lewis-McChord (JBLM) 
through the “Community Connector Program.” 
Through this program, we are building local ties 
with the 16th Combat Aviation Brigade (CAB).  
The Brigade will deploy on a mission this April, 
not returning home until around the holidays. 
We are their home away from home. So, during 
their deployment, we are asking our residents to 
write letters of support and encouragement to CAB 
soldiers as they help the U.S. Army wind down in 
Afghanistan. If you are interested in writing to these 
soldiers, please contact the City for more details. 
To track their time in Afghanistan, we will have a 
display in their honor at our City Hall.  

This is an important time for our community. 
The Council is committed, poised and ready 
to continue to work hard for you over the next 
two years. By working together, we can ensure 
that University Place will retain its values, high 
standards and quality of life.  

Denise McCluskey
University Place Mayor

www.CityofUP.com
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November ballot, continued
For an average-valued home in U.P. ($246,905 

as determined by the Pierce County Assessor-
Treasurer), a homeowner will pay the City $354 for 
public safety. 

The amount the City receives in property tax, 
however, is limited by State law to a growth rate that 
is less than inflation. For example, in 2014, the City 
will receive $72,029 more in property tax than it 
received in 2013. In contrast, the City’s 2014 public 
safety expenses increased by $142,605. 

In short, the City’s current funding for police 
is unsustainable. Without new revenue, the police 
department will be forced to eliminate at least four 
of its 18 positions.

The proposed Public Safety Fund Utility Tax would 
add $3.50 to each $100 in a resident’s monthly utility 
bills (e.g., garbage, gas, telephone, cell phone, cable tele-
vision and surface water management). Everyone’s utility 
bills differ, but for a household with $400 a month in 

Over the next year, Tacoma Water will 
continue to replace water mains in University 
Place. The water mains being replaced are near 
the end of their useful life and will most likely 
leak if they're not replaced in the near future. 
The new water mains are expected to last more 
than 100 years. 

Roads will remain open throughout the 
projects, although there may be temporary 
delays as traffic is re-routed during the 
construction activities. At the end of each 
day, any trenches within the road will be 
temporarily patched with asphalt.

Some customers’ water service may be 
disrupted temporarily in order to make 

connections from the existing water mains to the 
new water mains. Tacoma Water staff will notify 
affected customers prior to any planned service 
interruption. Shutdowns are anticipated to last 
less than eight hours and are typically during the 
work day when most customers use less water.

Starting in early spring 2014, mains will be 
replaced in these areas:

Soundview Drive West – Soundview 
Drive West from the intersection of 
Brookside Drive West to about 400 
feet south of the intersection with Rock 
Road West, and all of Rock Road West 
and Ridge Road West. 

Vista Place West – Vista Place West 

f r o m  t h e 
in t e r s e c t ion 
of 35th Street 
West to 27th 
Street West, 
and Glendale 
Drive West from 35th Street West to 31st 
Street West.

Starting in summer 2014, Tacoma Water will 
begin replacing mains in the neighborhood south 
of 44th Street West, between Bridgeport Way and 
67th Avenue West.

If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact Ryan Flynn of Tacoma Water at 
253.396.3111 or rflynn@cityoftacoma.org.

Tacoma Water plans water main replacements

University Place Police 
Department Staffing Levels

If the Tax 
Passes

Position Founding 
Level

2001  
Levels 
(Peak)

2014  
Level

2015 
(with 3.5% 
Utility Tax)

Police Chief 1 1 1 1
Sergeant 1 2 1 2
Detectives 1 2 0 -
Crime Prevention Detective 1 0 0 -
Investigator 0 0 1 1
Patrol Deputies 15 15 12 15
School Resource Officer 1 2 1 1
Proactive Deputy 0 1 0 -
Traffic Officer 1 1 0 -
CSO 0 0 1 1
Office Assistant - 1 1 1

Total 21 25 18 22

University Place Police 
Department Staffing Levels If the Tax Fails

Position Founding 
Level

2001  
Levels 
(Peak)

2014 Level 2015 2016 2017

Police Chief 1 1 1 1 1 1
Sergeant 1 2 1 1 1 1
Detectives 1 2 0 0 0 0
Crime Prevention Detective 1 0 0 0 0 0
Investigator 0 0 1 1 1 0
Patrol Deputies 15 15 12 12 10 10
School Resource Officer 1 2 1 1 1 1
Proactive Deputy 0 1 0 0 0 0
Traffic Officer 1 1 0 0 0 0
CSO 0 0 1 0 0 0
Office Assistant - 1 1 1 1 1

Total 21 25 18 17 15 14

utility bills, a resident would pay an additional 
$14 a month for police services. 

Even with this increase, the average cost per 
resident for police services in University Place 
would be less than the average paid by most of the 
residents of our neighboring Pierce County cities.  

I f  you  have  ques t ions  about  the 
ballot measure or City services, please 
contact Public Safety Manager Jennifer 
Hales  at 253.798.3141 or by email at 
jhales@co.pierce.wa.us. Additional information 
also is located on the City’s website at 
www.CityofUP.com. 

The City will be seeking appointment 
of "For" and "Against" committee members 
for this ballot measure. If you are interested 
in participating or would like further 
information about committee member duties, 
please contact the City Clerk at 253.460.2510.

mailto:JHales@co.pierce.wa.us
www.CityofUP.com
mailto:RFlynn@CityofTacoma.org
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The 2014 Spring Arts & Concerts series promises magical evenings of outstanding entertainment by local artists and musicians. 
Admission is $10 general admission, $5 for students and free for 2014 UP for Arts members. The Friday night events, which are 
held in the atrium of the U.P. Civic Building, are scheduled from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

The U.P. Civic Building is located at 3609 Market Place West (36th and Bridgeport). Free parking is available in front of the 
building as well as the parking garage located underneath the library. The series is sponsored by UP for Arts and Skelley Piano. For 
more information, please visit www.upforarts.org.

Upcoming events include:

UP for Arts 2014 Spring Arts & Concerts Series

The UP for Arts campaign to bring a spectacular glass sculpture to the University Place Civic Building 
atrium is receiving an incredible response from our community!

At newsletter presstime, our community and local businesses had contributed just over $92,000 in 
pledges and donations toward our $100,000 goal. We also hope to raise $5-8,000 for the donor wall as well.

Artist/Architect Michele Gutlove will create "Between Sea and Sky" which depicts the sky, forest 
and waters of the Pacific Northwest. The 750-1,000 piece sculpture will be suspended from the beams 
of the atrium ceiling hanging by cables strung with LED lights. 

We need your help to reach the finish line! All contributions are tax deductible. People who donate 
$500 or more will be recognized on a beautiful donor wall in the atrium; however, donations of any 
amount are gratefully accepted! You can make donations online at www.upforarts.org or mail them to UP 
for Arts, P.O. Box 65145, University Place 98464. Donations can be made via cash, check, credit card, 
stocks and quarterly payments (before May 2015).

For more information, please visit www.upforarts.org.

Destination Art – Between Sea and Sky fundraising
 We’re almost there! 

The City of University Place and U.P. Refuse invite University Place 
residents to dispose of unwanted items at no charge at U.P. Refuse on two 
Saturdays in April. Residents who live north of 40th Street may drop off items 
on April 12 and residents south of 40th Street may drop off items on April 19. 
Residents are encouraged to bring garbage/recycling items as well as yard waste.

While dropping off your unwanted items, please drop off some canned 
food items as well. U.P. Refuse will be collecting canned food during the 
Spring Clean-Up to donate to the local food bank operated by Families 
Unlimited Network. There is a one visit per household limit for garbage/
recycling but no limit for yard waste and canned food. 

Contact U.P. Refuse for additional details on clean-up rules or with any 
questions at 253.564.3212.

The sculpture will be composed of pieces 
of handblown glass that will appear to 
dance with the changing light.

March 28 - Soprano Leischen Moore will 
present a night full of song from the pages of 
Tin Pan Alley. Leischen holds a Masters in vocal 
performance from NYC as well as a BMA from 
PLU. She recently starred in the Tacoma Musical 
Playhouse production of “Annie.” Join us as she 
revisits the greats from the American Songbook 
performing a variety of selections by George 
Gershwin, Cole Porter, Harold Arlen, Jerome 
Kern and other American songbook greats. Also 
enjoy award-winning oil painter Linda Jacobus, 
a self-taught artist who enjoys capturing light 
and the shadows that bring forth the light, who 
will exhibit several outstanding examples of her 
“classical realism” oil paintings. 

April 25 - Soprano Christina Kowalski-
Holien, accompanied by UPS Students, will 
present “Got Opera” featuring arias and duets 
from great composers including Mozart, 
Offenbach, Gilbert and Sullivan, Handel and 
many more. Kowalski-Holien is known for the 
unique dark timbre of her voice, which reaches 
“glowing heights and warm depths.”

Featured Artist Ron Fuller has created stunning 
custom wood boxes and furniture for more than 
20 years. He loves studying wood, discovering its 
internal beauty and functionality, then creating 
something even more beautiful than the original 
wood. He has a BS in art and design focus and is a 
member of the Evergreen Woodworkers Guild.

May 23 - Trio d’anches Northwest is a 
woodwind trio for flute, clarinet and bassoon that 
has been performing in the PNW since 1996. 
Superb musicians and longtime friends Wendy 
Wilhelmi, Florie Rothenberg and Liz Paterson 
play chamber music with heart and precision. 

Jewelry designer/painter Joni Joachims 
will also be featured. Ms. Joachims’ experience 
includes participating as one of five mural 
teachers through the City of Tacoma’s Mural 
Art program (2010-12), teaching jewelry casting 
at Tacoma Metal Arts and as art teacher at 
Lowell and Skyline Elementary Schools. She has 
participated in numerous exhibits, along with 
showing her work in various galleries.

Spring Clean-Up and Canned Food Drive
Spring Clean-Up Details!
Who:  U.P. Residents
What: Waste & recycling drop off and canned food drive
When:  Saturday, April 12 – residents north of 40th Street
 Saturday, April 19 – residents south of 40th Street
Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Cost:  FREE, with valid ID showing U.P. address
Where:  U.P. Refuse, 2815 Rochester Street West (just off 27th)

Note: No liquids, paint or hazardous material 

www.UPforArts.org
www.UPforArts.org
www.UPforArts.org
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The University Place Historical Society announces its 2014 University 
Place Garden Tour which will be held on Saturday, May 17 and Sunday, 
May 18. Tickets are $15, with proceeds to benefit the preservation of the 
history of University Place.

The gardens this year are diverse in design and will be an inspiration 
to all those who visit them. Spring gardens in University Place with 
rhododendrons and other spring flowers in bloom will be a colorful treat!

An additional feature to this year’s tour is The News Tribune’s garden 
columnist and host of the TV show “Dig In,” Marianne Binetti. Marianne 
will speak at 10 a.m. on Saturday, May 
17. Watch for more details posted in 
and around University Place.

The University Place Historical 
Society is a non-profit 501(c)3 
organization and all ticket purchases are 
tax-deductible. Tickets will be available 
for purchase in mid-April.

To be a volunteer during the garden 
tour, please contact Barbara Lee at 
253.564.4061. Volunteer positions 
include check-in, garden docents 
and hostesses at the Marianne Binetti 
lecture. All volunteers receive free passes 
to the gardens.

April showers bring May flowers

It’s gratifying to know that you are part of a major countywide effort with nearly 2,000 other 
people working in their local parks at the same time. Come celebrate Earth Day, Arbor Day, 
National Parks Week and your local parks all in one fun event. Grab your work gloves and join other 
residents of University Place for Parks Appreciation Day! The City will be hosting work parties at 

Creekside Park, 5700 block of 57th Avenue West, and Homestead Park, 3761 Bridgeport Way West.  
You can make a difference, because together we can achieve more. Wear warm, appropriate clothing, depending on 

the weather, and bring tools such as small hand tools, loppers, pruners, gloves, rakes, shovels, small pitch forks and even 
wheelbarrows (make sure and label them!). Most of all bring your enthusiasm and smiles, and be ready to burn some calories 
and have fun! For more information call 253.460.6493.

Parks Appreciation Day
 April 26, 9 a.m. – noon

Save the date
Set aside Sunday, July 20, for an afternoon Teddy 

Bears Picnic in the Curran Apple Orchard. This event 
is a collaborative presentation between the University 
Place Historical Society and Dance Theatre Northwest. 
Hope you’re not afraid of bears – teddy bears, that is!

Free Pruning Parties
Help maintain apple trees in this unique city 

park! Master Gardeners will be present at the 
following Saturday pruning parties to provide 
advice: April 12 & 26 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Bring work gloves, loppers, hand pruners and 
hand saws if available. Some tools will be available to 
borrow at the barn. Refreshments will be provided.
Free Insect Management Class

This class will be taught by Master Gardener Bill Horn on Saturday, 
May 10, from 9-10 a.m. and immediately followed by Sticky Apple Trap 
hanging in the orchard from 10 a.m. - noon.

For more information, please visit www.curranappleorchard.com or 
email apples@curranappleorchard.com.

Curran Apple Orchard Park 
upcoming parties/classes

Tahoma Audubon will also be hosting a volunteer work party and tour of the Adriana 
Hess Wetland Park on Parks Appreciation Day, April 26, with a special invitation to neighbors 
and participants in the Pierce County Library spring READS program. 

Bring outdoor gear, closed-toed shoes, and water. You may bring your own gloves 
and hand tools (no power tools please) or borrow theirs. Volunteers will be performing 
maintenance on trails, litter pickup, weeding, removing invasive species, and mulching. 

This event is free and open to families, and people of all ages and abilities. Call 
253.565.9278 for more information or if you intend to bring a large group.

You’ve heard of a telethon, but have you heard of a Birdathon? 
Birdathon is Audubon’s largest and most fun fundraiser of the year. 
Volunteers collect pledges for the number of bird species seen in one 
24-hour period, go on great field trips or do it on their own. Money raised 
goes to support the Tahoma Audubon’s operating expenses of the Adriana 
Hess Audubon Center – a hub for volunteering and connecting with nature 
right here in University Place! 

Check our website, www.tahomaaudubon.org, for details starting 
in March, stop by the park at 2917 Morrison Road West, or call 
us at 253.565.9278 for more 
information. There is no cost 
to participate and experience is 
not necessary.

Join Tahoma Audubon for 
its annual Birdathon! 

www.TahomaAudubon.org
www.CurranAppleOrchard.com
mailto:Apples@CurranAppleOrchard.com
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Most residents of University Place would 
agree that Chambers Bay is a magnificent gem 
and we are fortunate to have it right outside 
our backdoor. It provides an incredible 
backdrop to the community in which we live, 
work and play. Additionally, as the second 
largest estuary in the United States, Puget 
Sound is a rich ecosystem teeming with a large 
variety of fish, plant and wildlife. 

The problem is, Puget Sound faces many 
threats as a result of the 4.4 million people 
who live on or around it. According to the 
Department of Ecology, millions of pounds of 
toxic chemicals pour into the Sound every year! 
A common misconception is that commercial 
factories are responsible for this waste. However, 
studies have found that a major contributor of 
toxins entering the Sound is the stormwater 
that runs off our roads, driveways, yards, roofs, 
parking lots and highways. 

Not only does polluted water affect the 
wildlife that live within, but also the lives of those 
who call the Pacific Northwest their home. As 
such, it is important that we each do our part to 
keep our waters clean. The great news is we can 
each help do this by simply considering the effects 
of our everyday activities. Pollutants can seep into 
the stormwater from cars leaking oil, fertilizers 
used in gardens and failing septic systems. Let’s 

take a look at some of the threats that 
our waterways are facing.

Yard Care
Many people use fertilizers, 

weed killers, and pesticides to 
manage their yards and gardens. 
However, if too much is used or 
if they are applied at the wrong 
time, runoff can carry them from 
the yard to storm drains. From 
there they can be carried to lakes, 
streams, and Puget Sound. 

The problem is that these substances will 
have the same effect in our waters as they would 
in the garden. Weed killers and pesticides are 
meant to kill plants and pests in the garden. 
When in bodies of water they will do the same 
thing; however, they may kill plants and animals 
that are not a problem. 

On the other hand, fertilizers are meant 
to help plants grow. However, when fertilizers 
find their way into groundwater, it may lead to 
unwanted growth. The increased plant life may 
have unpleasant effects on recreational activities, 
such as boating, fishing, and swimming.  
Additionally, when algae and plant life decay, 
they use up oxygen within the water that other 
aquatic wildlife need.

Car Washing
Maintaining a dirt-free car is not a problem. 

However, many soaps contain phosphates and 
other chemicals that are harmful to fish and 
marine wildlife. Being aware of how and where 
cars are washed is important in protecting the 
quality of our waterways.

When cars are washed in the driveway, or on 
the street, the soap, along with the dirt and oil 
from the car, may run into the storm drain which 
feeds directly into rivers, lakes and Puget Sound. 
In addition to the negative effects of chemicals 
and oils within our waters, phosphates from the 
soap promote algae growth which has similar 
effects on oxygen as stated before.

Car Maintenance
Many people do not realize that used oil 

leaked from cars is the largest single source of 
oil pollution in our lakes, streams and rivers. 
When oil drips from cars onto roads and drive-
ways, runoff carries it into storm drains which 
ultimately lead to our waterways.

According to the Department of Ecology 
180 million gallons of used oil, spilled by 
Americans, finds its way into our waters each 
year! This is a problem as oil is toxic to people, 
wildlife and plants. Moreover, since oil does 
not dissolve in water, and sticks to everything 
from bird feathers to driftwood, it lingers for a 
long time. 

Pet Waste
Not picking up after our furry four-

legged friends may cause more than just 
a messy nuisance. Their waste is full of 
bacteria and could pose health risks to both 
humans and animals. 

Additionally,  pet waste is  a source 
of water pollution. When it rains, it gets 
broken down and carried by runoff to storm 
drains. Once the bacteria finds its way to our 
waterways, it can contaminate shellfish that 
people eat, and also make the water unsafe 
to drink or swim in.   

Clean water is important to all of us. 
And we are each responsible to make it happen. Here are some tips, provided by the 

Department of Ecology, on how you can help defend our waters against possible pollutants.

Yard Care
• Use fertilizer and pesticides (if absolutely necessary) sparingly. 
• Don’t treat your lawn or garden right before a rainstorm.
•  Try using non-chemical alternatives, such as: use compost, plant companion plants that 

deter pests, pull weeds by hand, and use mulch.

Car Washing
• Use a commercial car wash, either self or machine wash, as they send runoff to a sanitary sewer.
• If washing your car at home, do so on the lawn or another surface where water can 

seep into the ground.

Car Maintenance
• Stop drips by checking for oil leaks regularly and fixing them promptly.
• Use ground cloths or drip pans beneath your vehicle if you identify a drip.
• Never dispose of oil or other engine fluids down the storm drain.
• Recycle used motor oil.

Pet Waste
• Carry plastic bags when taking your dog for walks.
• Pick up your dog’s waste and properly dispose of it in a garbage can.
• Clean up after your dog in your own yard every few days.

Help keep our waters clean
 
 Four ordinary activities that have big impacts on Puget Sound 
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We enjoy our yards for their beauty and for relaxing and recreation. But in taking care of them, we often waste water, 
produce a lot of waste and overuse chemicals that are bad for the environment and our families’ health. The good news 
is that by making some easy changes we can save money and time, protect the environment and our families’ health, and 
make a healthy, beautiful yard without working too hard.

A well-built and maintained septic system can take care of most health 
and environmental risks associated with household sewage and wastewater. 
These risks can be managed with periodic inspections and pumping out the 
tank as needed. If this regular maintenance is not kept up, the results could 
leave the homeowner with quite a mess.

Typical septic systems are made up of four components: a pipe from 
the house, a septic tank, a drainfield, and the soil. Microorganisms in 

the soil digest or remove most 
contaminants from waste-
water before it eventually 
reaches groundwater.

If not properly managed, 
a backed up septic system 
could result in damage to the 
homeowner’s property, and 
neighboring properties, along 
with potential human and 
animal health implications. 

When septic systems fail, they can allow untreated wastewater to reach 
groundwater and be carried by runoff into nearby surface waters such as 
lakes, streams, and Puget Sound. This toxic cocktail can contaminate fish 
and shellfish, and even make the water unsafe for swimming or drinking.

Here are four tips, provided by the Environmental Protection Agency, 
to help homeowners manage their septic system:

•   Regularly inspect your system and pump your tank as necessary. Try 
setting a specific date or time of the year to inspect it and mark it in 
your calendar.

•   Use water efficiently. Too much can cause solids to escape your 
tank and clog your drainfield.

•   Don’t dispose of household hazardous wastes in sinks or toilets. Learn 
what you can and can’t flush or pour down the drain.

•   Care for your drainfield. Keep trees at least 30 feet from the edge of 
your drainfield to stop the roots from disturbing it.

For more information regarding septic system maintenance, 
in University Place, check with the Tacoma-Pierce County Health 
Department at www.tpchd.org/environment/septic-systems.

5 Steps to Natural Yard Care

Preventing toxic run-off
 How proper septic maintenance can help avoid a messy situation

Step 1: Build healthy soil with compost and mulch
•  Feed your soil with compost. Dig 1-4 inches of compost into beds 

when planting.
•  Make compost at home, or buy it in bulk.
•  Spread 1-3 inches of compost, leaves, grass, bark, wood chips, or 

mulch to conserve water, prevent weeds and feed the soil.

Step 2: Plant right for your area
•  Pick plants that resist pests and use less water.
•  Group plants by their needs for water, sun and soil.
•  Lawns and vegetables only grow well in sunny, well drained, level sites.
•  Make space for wildlife by using trees and native plants.

Step 3: Practice smart watering
•  Moisten the entire root zone, then let the soil dry before 

watering again.
•  Make every drop count by mulching, selecting drought-tolerant 

plants, using soaker hoses and water timers, and only watering 
early in the morning or in the evening to avoid evaporation.

•  Use automatic irrigation systems efficiently and have a professional 
test and adjust your system annually. Check for leaks regularly.

•  Direct downspouts out into lawns or garden beds. Use open 
pavers, rain gardens, compost and mulch.

Step 4: Think twice before using pesticides
•  Select disease-resistant plants and pull weeds before they spread.
•  Identify the problem before you spray, squash or stomp. Most 

bugs are good bugs!
•  Accept a little damage and give natural predators time to 

control pests.
•  Select the least toxic control method.
•  Replace problem plants with more pest-resistant ones.
•  Only use pesticides as the last resort.

Step 5: Practice natural lawn care
•  Mow higher (1-2 inches) and leave 

clippings. The clippings make lawns 
healthier and provide free fertilizer.

•  Add nutrients to your soil or 
fertilize moderately in May and 
September with a natural organic 
or slow release fertilizer, such as 
SoundGRO.

•  Water deeply but infrequently.
•  Think twice before using “weed and feed.”
•  Consider alternatives to lawns for steep slopes, shady areas, or near 

streams and lakes.

Want to know more?
•  TAGRO soil products: www.tagro.com, 253.502.2150
•  SoundGro fertilizer: www.soundgro.com, 253.798.3099
•  Composting: www.cityoftacoma.org/composting
•  Natural lawn & garden care: www.cityoftacoma.org/naturalyards
•  Water conservation, indoors and outdoors: www.tacomawater.com, 

253.502.8723
•  Washington State University Master Gardener information: 

http://gardening.wsu.edu, 253.798.7170
•  Yard and garden chemical disposal:  www.cityoftacoma.org/hazwaste, 

253.591.5418
•  Choosing the right plant for the right place: www.greatplantpicks.org
•  Native plant information: www.wnps.org 

The 5 Steps to Natural Yard Care content has been provided by the 
Tacoma/Pierce County Health Department. Any questions? Call Walt 
Burdsall, Natural Yard Care Program, at 253.798.4708.

www.Tagro.com
www.SoundGRO.com
www.CityofTacoma.org/composting
www.CityofTacoma.org/NaturalYards
www.TacomaWater.com
http://gardening.wsu.edu
www.CityofTacoma.org/HazWaste
www.GreatPlanPicks.org
www.wnps.org
www.tpchd.org/environment/septic-systems
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Can you imagine what the City of University Place will 
look like with 50,000 residents and 15,000 jobs? Those are 
the numbers VISION 2040, the Regional Growth Strategy 
adopted by the Puget Sound Regional Council, has allocated 
to the City by 2040.  

The City's Plan
In 2014 and the first half of 2015 you will have an 

opportunity to help City leaders shape the future of University 
Place. The Washington State Growth Management Act 
(GMA) requires most cities and counties to accommodate 
expected growth. Cities and counties required to plan by 
the GMA are to use growth projections provided by the 
Washington State Office of Financial Management and, if 
located in the Puget Sound area (Snohomish, King, Pierce 
and Kitsap counties), the growth allocated by VISION 2040. 
However, cities and counties are required to plan in 20-year 
increments, so the City’s planning effort will focus on growth 
between 2010 and 2030.

To manage growth in the city, GMA requires the City 
develop and  maintain a comprehensive plan that addresses 
land uses, housing, the environment, transportation, capital 
facilities (roads, sewers, parks, etc.) utilities, community 
character, parks, recreation and open space, and shorelines. Each of these comprehensive plan elements must be consistent with GMA policies and 
requirements. The City adopted its first Comprehensive Plan in 1998 shortly after incorporation.  

Countywide Planning Policies
To manage growth in the County, GMA requires the County and its cities and towns to develop and maintain a framework of policies that serve to 

ensure consistency between plans in the county and compliance with GMA. The Pierce County Regional Council (PCRC), made up of elected officials 
from Pierce County and its cities and towns, adopted the first policy document 
which is known as "The Pierce County Countywide Planning Policies" in 1992. 
Since that time the PCRC has amended the Countywide Planning Policies several 
times to address changing conditions. 

Regional Planning
Likewise, to manage growth in the region, GMA requires the County and its 

cities and towns to work with other counties in the region and their cities and 
towns to develop and maintain a regional framework of policies that serve to 
ensure consistency between all comprehensive plans in the region and compliance 
with GMA. The Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC), made up of elected 
representatives from Snohomish, King, Kitsap and Pierce counties, and the 
cities and towns within those counties, also developed and adopted a regional 
growth plan known as VISION 2020 in 1990. In 2007, PSRC replaced VISION 
2020 with VISION 2040. VISION 2040 includes specific growth targets for 
the region. VISION 2040 allocates a significant amount of population and 
employment growth in University Place within the next 20 years. 

Public meetings plan
In 2014 and 2015 the City’s Planning Commission will hold a series of 

public meetings and public hearings before making recommendations to the 
City Council for amendments to the City's plan. The City Council will also 
hold public meetings and one or more public hearings before adopting any 
amendments. The public is encouraged to participate early and often in this 
process. Meeting and hearings will be advertised on the City’s website, posted at 
City Hall, and listed in the Tacoma News Tribune under Legal Notices. Please 
check the City’s website for any changes or cancellations in meeting dates.

If you are interested in learning more about this review and update process, 
please contact the City's Development Services Department at 253.566.5656.

2014 Comprehensive Plan Amendments

Comprehensive Plan Update 
Public Participation Program
(RCW 36.70A.140)

In accordance with RCW 36.70A, the Growth 
Management Act, the City of University Place will review 
and update elements of its Comprehensive Plan and its 
Development Regulations in 2014 and 2015. The City’s 
Planning Commission will hold a series of public meetings 
and public hearings before making recommendations to 
the City Council. The City Council will also hold public 
meetings and one or more public hearings before adopting 
any amendments. 

The public is encouraged to participate early and often 
in this process. All public meetings are advertised on the 
City’s website at www.CityofUP.com and posted at City 
Hall. Public hearings are also advertised in the Tacoma News 
Tribune under Legal Notices. Please check the City’s website 
for any changes or cancellations in meeting dates. Meeting 
dates and times are subject to change without notice.

In addition to written and oral testimony provided at 
public meeting and/or hearings, the public is encouraged 
to provide written comments to the City of University 
Place Planning and Development Services Department at 
3715 Bridgeport Way, University Place WA, 98466 or to 
DSwindale@CityofUP.com.

www.CityofUP.com
mailto:DSwindale@CityofUP.com
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West Pierce Fire & Rescue received another grant 
which will fund more than 2,000 smoke alarms to be 
installed in residences within the borders of the Fire 
District, Lakewood and University Place. Installations 
will be done by appointment through West Pierce Fire & 
Rescue personnel.

This program funds smoke alarms with a long-life battery which will 
not need to be changed like a typical 9-volt. The alarm should be tested 
monthly to ensure it is working properly.

Appointments can be made based on the following criteria:
•   If your smoke alarms are more than 10 years old. However, if your 

home has smoke alarms that are hard-wired into your electrical 
system, we cannot replace them, as the protection you have is greater 
than the battery powered alarms we provide.

•   If you do not have alarms inside and outside each sleeping area. We 
recommend a smoke alarm be placed in each sleeping area, as well as 
in the hallway outside. If you do not have alarms in both places, we 
can add alarms where they are needed.

•   If your smoke alarms are not working properly. We can replace 

battery operated alarms that are not currently working. However, if 
you have hardwired alarms we cannot replace those with a battery 
operated alarm.

•   If you are not sure what kind of smoke alarms you currently have, 
please call us to make an appointment and we can assess your current 
alarms.  We will then replace or add any alarms we can for you.

•  Under the grant we cannot provide alarms to those not residing in the 
home, nor can we supply alarms to multi-
housing units.

So far this year West Pierce has 
installed 186 smoke alarms in 55 homes! 
Please help West Pierce reach their goal 
of 500 homes in 2014 by calling today. 
Installations are scheduled based on need 
and the appointment days rotate from 
week to week. 

To schedule an appointment, please 
contact Rachel Adler at 253.983.4569 or 
Rachel.Adler@westpierce.org.

West Pierce Fire & Rescue offers FREE smoke alarms to community!

Spring and summer are upon us and, with the increase in warm weather, 
we often see an increase in door to door sales in our City. There is a lot of 
confusion out there about the rules and regulations that solicitors must 
follow to be allowed to sell door to door. It is important for residents to 
understand these regulations so that they can be better informed, increase 
awareness and report suspicious activity as it is occurring.  

Do solicitors/peddlers in University Place need to be licensed?
Yes. Solicitation businesses must complete a solicitor license applica-

tion and submit it to the City. The permit is reviewed by various City 
Department heads, including the Chief of Police. Additionally, an individual 
solicitor must receive a background check and approval of the Police Chief.

Are ALL representatives of a soliciting entity required to carry a license?
Yes. All solicitors are required to carry the license on their person while 

soliciting. It is good practice to ask to see this license and, if there is no 
proof of a license, neighbors can report activity to police by calling the non-
emergency number at 253.798.4722 (24 hours a day). 

Your police team has an interest in people disguising themselves as door 
to door salespeople. There are many legitimate vendors that use this method 
to sell things and there are many who simply use it as a cover and mean to 

do you harm. Plain and simple, if they don’t have a 
license, we want to know about it.  

Are there lawful times for a person to peddle 
and solicit?

Yes.  
Oct. 1 through April 30 – between 10 a.m. and 

6 p.m. of any day.
May 1 through Sept. 30 – between 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. of any day.
If you are getting people at your door outside of these time frames, 

please report it to non-emergency (24 hours a day) at 253.798.4722.

Residents who are concerned about door to door sales or who get that 
“uneasy feeling,” should report it to police by calling non-emergency at 
253.798.4722. Nobody knows your neighborhood better than you do.  
Don’t assume that police know about the issue. It is your neighborhood; you 
have an obligation to your neighbors to keep it safe. Don’t talk yourself out 
of an “uneasy feeling.”  Your police team relies on those reports to partner 
with you to solve crime.  

If you have questions about door to door sales or would like to set up a 
neighborhood Block Watch, please call Jennifer Hales at 253.798.3141.

Door to door sales in University Place

Eighth Annual Disaster Preparedness Day, hosted by WPFR
 Would you and your family be ready if a disaster were to strike tomorrow? 

West Pierce Fire & Rescue, Lakewood YMCA and the Lakewood Lowe’s will be hosting the eighth annual “Disaster Preparedness Day” on April 
26. The event will take place at the Lakewood YMCA located at 9715 Lakewood Drive SW from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The YMCA will be holding 
their Healthy Kids Day at the same time. Come learn how to take care of your family in a disaster! 

Some highlights of Disaster Preparedness Day:
•  Learn how to assemble a disaster kit    •  American Red Cross will provide disaster preparedness education
•  Learn about our own Community Emergency Response Team •  There will be a free raffle for disaster preparedness items

The first 100 families will receive some supplies to start a disaster kit of their own.
Come and join us for Disaster Preparedness Day! If you have questions or need more information, please contact Colleen Adler at 253.983.4564.

mailto:Rachel.Adler@WestPierce.org


10 a publIcatIon of the cIty of unIVersIty place march/aprIl 2014

Have you enjoyed our Shuttle UP Program?
Why drive in the rain or fight traffic?! If you are aged 62-plus, you can enjoy free transportation to the Senior Center for 

lunch on Fridays and for monthly shopping trips. Call the Senior Center at 253.564.1992 for shopping dates and to register.

Let’s celebrate 100 years of Washington State Parks! Spend two nights and three days 
discovering a world of outdoor recreation, dramatic vistas and historic landmarks while 
residing at the luxurious Davenport Hotel, located in the heart of downtown Spokane, 
within easy walking distance to the Riverfront Park. 

Trip highlights will include: Wanapum State Park, John A. Finch Arboretum, Manito 
Park, Mount Spokane, Riverside Park, Indian Painted Rocks, Spokane House Interpretive 
Trails, Riverfront Park Sky Ride, Sun Lake Dry Falls and Wild Horse Monument. Each 
destination will allow time for walking and exploring on your own. 

Not interested in hiking or walking? Bring a good book, relax and enjoy the scenery or 
feel free to stay and enjoy the Davenport Hotel amenities.

Per person:  $349 double occupancy    / $482 single occupancy

A $100 non-refundable deposit holds your place. Refunds will not be provided after May 16. The registration and final payment deadline is May 16.
Included in your outdoor adventure: two nights hotel stay, two lunches, all tours and adventures, transportation and trip management. 
For more information or to sign up for this outstanding tour, call the Senior Center at 253.564.1992.

Stunning Spokane County –  
A Recreation overnight tour 
 Monday – Wednesday, June 23 – 25

With introductory, intermediate and advanced choices for all the cultural arts, checking out 
many types of dance has never been easier.

  Currently sessions are available for the following:

•  Creative Movement – pre ballet for ages 3-5
•  Ballet for the beginner – for ages 5-8

•  Jazz for beginners – for ages 8-12
•  Hip Hop for beginners – for ages 7-12

Sessions run for six weeks; the next 
session begins the middle of April. 

For more information or to register, call 
the Recreation Office at 253.460.2530.

Youth Cultural Arts 

Do you have a child from 13-18 years old who has a passion for giving back to the community? 
The University Place Youth Council (UPYC), which is currently accepting volunteer applications, is just 
the place for them! 

UPYC is very active in the University Place community and amongst other activities currently coordinates 
the Annual Mother/Son Sports Ball, which this year will take place on May 2. Mothers and sons will enjoy fun 
games, contests and prizes to compete with and against each other.

During the recent flag football season, the concession stand at Cirque Park was operated by the UPYC. The concessions will continue to be open 
during the Parks & Recreation baseball leagues and tournaments, managed by outside groups. 

For more information about the U.P. Youth Council or to sign up your teen, contact Andy Nelson at 253.460.2530 or ANelson@CityofUP.com. 

U.P. Youth Council seeks new volunteers

Check out the Spring/
Summer 2014 Recreation 
Program Guide  online at 
www.CityofUP.com.

With Youth Sports, 
Camps, Trips and Tours, 
and more, you can find 
something for every 
member of your family!

The famous Davenport Hotel will be your stepping off 
point to everything Spokane has to offer.

mailto:ANelson@CityofUP.com
www.CityofUP.com
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Parents, are you looking for a safe and fun environment for your school age children during 
the mid-winter break from school? Look no more! University Place Parks & Recreation is offering 
School’s Out Camp UPlay. There's no need to stress about childcare or take unwanted time off 
work, we’re here for you! 

Camp will be held at Curtis Junior 
High School, with drop-off in the gym, 
the week of April 14-18. Kids grades K-6th 
will spend the week playing games, doing 
projects, sport activities, guitar hero and 
much, much more, with a field trip to end 
their week at camp! 

We offer regular camp hours of 9 a.m. – 
4 p.m. and extended hours of 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. Fees are: 

 Resident regular hours: $100   Non-resident regular hours: $110 
 Resident extended hours: $120   Non-resident extended hours: $130 
For more information or to register, stop in to the Recreation Office at 3609 Market Place 

West, Suite 102, or call 253.460.2530.

Where the score 
is always fun to fun! 

Kids from two 
to 10 years of age 
learn the world’s 
most popular sport 
from professional 
c o a c h e s  t r a i n e d 
in the Kidz Love 
Soccer method. 

A  s e s s i o n 
experience includes 
a g e - a p p r o p r i a t e 
a c t i v i t i e s : 
Skill demonstrations, fun games and instructional scrimmages 
conducted in a non-competitive, recreational format. 

Spring sessions of Kidz Love Soccer begin April 8. Register 
on-line at www.CityofUP.com or call the Recreation Office at 
253.460.2530 for more information.

Kidz Love Soccer

Spring Break Camp UPlay!

U.P. Parks & Recreation is looking for 
sponsors for the upcoming Youth Sports 
season. Our Youth Baseball & Softball season 
is our biggest season all year! With nearly 
1,000 kids and 90 teams, we look to the 
community to help support each team. 

Sponsor one (1) team for $195, four (4) 
teams for $700 or six (6) teams for $1,000. 

Get  your 
b u s i n e s s 
n a m e  o n 
the back of 
the jerseys! 

For more information or to sponsor a 
team, contact the Parks & Recreation Office 
at 253.460.2530 right away. The deadline is 
approaching quickly!

Sponsor a baseball team

Bootcamp Fitness
 High Intensity Circuit Training

This class is designed to continually “shock” the body; as research demonstrates it is the most efficient 
and effective way to improve your cardiovascular system, lose weight and build/tone muscle. The endless 
variety of exercises will ensure no two classes are the same, and every class will feel new, exciting, and will 
utilize the best fat-burning, body-sculpting exercises to help improve your fitness level, and help you tone 
up and slim down. Each class will run for six weeks and will be held at Curtis Junior High in the weight 
room. Pre-registration is required. Unlimited classes are available for $195 a month.

April Morning Session – $150 (18 classes)
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays
5:30–6:30 a.m.
April 7–May 23 (no class during Spring Break, April 14-18)

April Evening Session – $150 (18 classes)
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays
6:15–7:15 p.m.
April 7–May 22 (no class during Spring Break, April 14-18)

For more information or to register, contact the Parks & Recreation Office today at 253.460.2530.

www.CityofUP.com


UPTV – “UNIVERSITY PLACE” ON TV
Each month different programs about University Place air on 
Click! Channel 12 and Comcast Channel 21. The following new 
programs are scheduled:

•  Regular Council Meetings     •  Rainier Country 
 

Visit our Website: www.CityofUP.com/Page49.aspx for a weekly 
schedule. Send program suggestions and comments to  

UPTV@CityofUP.com  
or call Linda Seesz, Communications/I.T. Manager, at 253.460.2537.
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Audubon Society Book Club 
reads with Pierce County READS!

The “Exploring Nature Book Club” meets 
monthly at the Adriana Hess Audubon Center, 
2917 Morrison Road West. It is free and open to the 
public. Call 253.565.9278 for more information.

The March read is “Crow Planet: Essential 
Wisdom from the Urban Wilderness” by Lianda 
Lynn Haupt (discussion will be March 4), and the 
April read is the Pierce County Library Spring 
Reads book "Wild." Books may be purchased at the 
Audubon Center.

Take a Walk! 
Explore your local parks on a free guided bird walk at the Adriana Hess Wetland Park on the 2nd Mondays of each month from 12-1:30 p.m. 
Next dates: April 14 & May 12. Bring your binoculars or borrow a pair from us. Participants usually see or hear 20-30 bird species on these 
walks, and it’s a great introduction to birding. No experience necessary. The trail is a short gravel loop that is ADA-compliant. Explore backyard 
habitats, the ‘naturalized’ storm water retention pond, and Morrison Pond Wetlands. More info at 253.565.9278.

Go “Wild” this spring with Pierce County Library’s seventh annual one book program: Pierce County READS. Now through 
April 25, thousands of people will come together as a community and read the New York Times best-seller and award-winning 
“Wild: From Lost to Found on the Pacific Crest Trail,” by Northwest author Cheryl Strayed. 

Strayed begins her memoir when she thought she had lost everything. With no experience or training, she decided to hike 
more than a thousand miles of the Pacific Crest Trail from the Mojave Desert through California and Oregon to Washington. 
Told with suspense and style, “Wild” powerfully captures the terrors and adventures of one young woman forging ahead against 
all odds on a journey that maddened, strengthened and ultimately healed her.

Learn something new with hands-on events
Pierce County Library and local organizations and businesses teamed up to offer 56 

free events tailored around the book. Learn to plan and take outdoor adventures, pick 
up tips for hiking and backpacking, discover birds and wildlife, hear stories from local 
authors, and create through book art, photography and memoir writing.

Meet ‘Wild’ author Cheryl Strayed
Author Cheryl Strayed will speak and sign books during a free event at 7 p.m. on 

April 25 at the McGavick Conference Center at Clover Park Technical College, 4500 
Steilacoom Blvd SW, Lakewood, WA 98499. 

Flash Fiction (Or Not) Writing Contest
Fancy yourself a writer? New for Pierce County READS this year is the Flash 

Fiction (Or Not) Writing Contest, which runs now through April 2. In 750 words or 
less, write about travel, nature, hiking or a personal journey. The prize is two free tickets 
to Pierce County Library Foundation’s donor reception with the author (a $250 value). 

Pierce County READS 2014 is presented by Pierce County Library System and The News Tribune, and sponsored by KeyBank Foundation and 
The McGavick Conference Center, along with 24 private and public community partners. For more information, visit www.piercecountylibrary.org.

Go ‘Wild’ for the 2014 Pierce County READS book

www.PierceCountyLibrary.org
www.CityofUP.com/Page49.aspx
mailto:UPTV@CityofUP.com
mailto:City_Hall@CityofUP.com
www.CityofUP.com



