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The University Place Festival was as hot as the weather. 
Even with temperatures approaching the 90’s, thousands 
of people were in attendance for the 17th year celebration 
of cityhood!

The City's Community Connector Partner, the 16th 
Combat Aviation Brigade, contributed to the event with 
their wonderful static display of helicopters. The Apache and 
Kiowa landed at Cirque Park around 8 a.m. and remained 
the center of attention until their 4:30 p.m. liftoff. For those 
who didn't get the opportunity to see these incredible pieces 
of equipment, they are indeed very high tech and capable 
machines. A big commendation goes to the soldiers who 
answered citizens’ questions all day while enduring the heat in 
their heavy uniforms.

Thanks to members of U.P. Police and Sergeant Mike 
Blair who helped ensure the safety of our citi-
zens throughout the day. Mike's support for 
community connectivity through events is com-
mendable, as he patrolled the day's festivities 
from morning to night.

With their truck and fire hose hooked up 
for a water activity, West Pierce Fire & Rescue 
provided a short respite from the heat with some 
very welcome water puddles – a cooling off zone 
for some kids!

For the second year in a row, the Police took 
the trophy home from the Hogs vs. Hosers 

softball game with a score of 17 to 
7. It was a wonderful sight to see our 
Police and Fire personnel play and 
contribute to the fun as we cheered 
them on. With City and County 
Council Members and Sergeant Blair 
participating and eating their fill, the 
watermelon eating contest was also a 
big success. Thank you, Safeway, for the donated watermelons!

Along with the vendors, music, beer and wine garden and 
games, we added a movie night to the festival. Disney Pixar’s 
movie “UP” was shown to around 200 people who brought 
their chairs and families to see a show and cool off on a balmy 
summer night. Thank you Click! Cable TV and the Tacoma 
Events Commission for working out the many details to 
bring in this featured event to U.P. citizens.

We would l ike to thank the 
Festival sponsors,  who continue 
to ensure that the University Place 
Festival will be an annual fun-filled 
event. We look forward to next year, 
when the the University Place Festival 
Committee will see you again, along 
with “UP,” for  another family-
friendly event!

Thanks again to our great sponsors:

A big crowd enjoys the Festival

The Festival Committee! Not pictured: 
Doug Miller and Jerry Anderson.

Friends of the Festival
Columbia Bank • Figures • BECU
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Council Corner

CITY COUNCIL

Ken Grassi ...................... 253.627.7196 
Denise McCluskey ......... 253.460.2500
Javier Figueroa ............... 253.226.3927
Kent Keel ........................ 253.460.2500
Eric Choiniere ................ 253.460.2500 
Chris Nye ........................ 253.460.2500
Caroline Belleci .............. 253.389.9517

Sep. 10 – 6:30 p.m.
Special Meeting

 Sep. 15 – 9 a.m.
Council Retreat

Sep. 17 – 6:30 p.m.
Regular Meeting

Sep. 24 – 6:30 p.m.
Special Meeting

Oct. 1 – 6:30 p.m.
Regular Meeting

Oct. 8 – 6:30 p.m.
Special Meeting

Oct. 15 – 6:30 p.m.
Regular Meeting

Oct. 22 – 6:30 p.m.
Special Meeting

Nov. 5 – 6:30 p.m.
Regular Meeting

Councilmember Kent Keel

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION
Sep. 20 & Oct. 18 – 6 p.m.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION

Sep. 20 & Oct. 18 – 7:30 a.m.

PLANNING COMMISSION
Sep. 5 & 19, Oct. 3 & 17 – 7 p.m.

PARKS & RECREATION 
COMMISSION

Sep. 13 & Oct. 11 – 6:30 p.m.

All meetings are open to the public. Contact the City Clerk's Office at 253.460.2510 for more information.

All City Council meetings are held in the Town Hall meeting room, Windmill Village, 3715 Bridgeport Way, usually at 6:30 p.m., (unless otherwise 
posted). Changes to meeting times and locations are posted at City Hall, University Place Library, Fire District #3 and at www.CityofUP.com, or contact 

the City Clerk’s Office at 253.460.2510 for current information about meeting dates and agendas.

PROPOSED COUNCIL MEETING CALENDAR

Finally, summer is here! As I am writing this, 
the forecast shows temperatures in the upper 80’s 
for the next several days. There are few places as 
beautiful and spectacular as the Pacific Northwest 
when it’s sunny and 80 degrees. University Place 
is the jewel of Pierce County. The schools, parks, 
roads, comparative home values or something 
else you found of value is what makes living here 
worthwhile.

Unfortunately, our City has accrued a sizeable 
debt. As a University Place citizen, like many of 
you, it was upsetting to me for our City to be so 
deep in debt with very little to show for it. So last 
year, I decided to do something about it and run for 
City Council. I also decided to focus my conversa-
tion on the desired future rather than the undesir-
able past.  Now, I don’t mean that I have forgotten 
about the past. No, I will remember so that I do my 
part to not ever allow the past to be repeated.  

If there is good news it is that we are meeting 
our monthly obligations and currently we are in no 
danger of default. However, in order for us to stay 
out of danger and continue to meet our monthly 
obligations, we must refinance a loan that comes 
due in December 2013. Moving forward, the cur-
rent City Council must judiciously plan for the 
future, prudently expend our resources and particu-
larly focus on solving the crucial issues of the City 

of University Place. Doing so, I believe, will give us 
the best chance to build a better future without the 
risks that have been incurred in the past.

Someone is asking how will we do that? To that 
I say that it will depend. It will depend on what 
citizens express as needs. It will also depend on what 
the majority of the Council decides as priorities.

As a newly-elected first-term councilmember, 
I will focus on helping to make our City a place 
where businesses will want to locate. We need places 
where U.P. residents can work, shop, dine, relax and 
have fun without always commuting to other cities. 
I will focus on attracting small regional and national 
sporting, business and hobby events. A key compo-
nent of this focus is to create conditions that will 
attract a hotel – a right-sized, unassuming, full-ser-
vice facility that can meet the needs of event-goers 
and out-of-town visitors to the Pierce County golf 
course. This should help drive more people towards 
seeking services from U.P. businesses which will 
increase business sales and City sales tax revenue.

Please join me and the rest of our Council as we 
move forward. Let’s concentrate our individual and 
collective energy, talent and influence on building 
a better future. We can succeed. We have a lot of 
amazing people in this town!

Councilmember Kent Keel

mailto:KGrassi@CityofUP.com
mailto:DMcCluskey@CityofUP.com
mailto:JFigueroa@CityofUP.com
mailto:KKeel@CityofUP.com
mailto:EChoiniere@CityofUP.com
mailto:CNye@CityofUP.com
mailto:CBellici@CityofUP.com
www.CityofUP.com
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Goal – Increased Public Safety

Outcomes
• Consider a Resolution directing the Public Safety Commission 

(PSC) to examine the long range public safety needs.
• Public Safety Commission to present public safety needs 

assessment to City Council.
• Consider adoption of ordinances which provide additional or 

enhanced legal tools for law enforcement, including a SODA 
ordinance.

Goal – A More Beautiful City

Outcomes
• Establish a Vision for City Streetscape.
• Establish a Vision for City Gateway Signage.

Goal – Improved Business Climate, Increased 
Opportunities for Consumers, Business Owners and 
Workers, Continued Town Center Development

Outcomes
• Adopt an Economic Development Strategic Action Plan (EDSAP).
• Consider a Resolution directing the Economic Development 

Commission (EDC) to examine the availability of tourism 
resources and facilities, including athletic facilities, in University 
Place and the feasibility and desirability of promoting University 
Place as a tourist destination.

• Develop a Community Events Calendar.
• Continue progress toward redevelopment of the Historic 

27th Street Business District to include completion of street 
improvements, sub-area plan study and district marketing and 
promotion strategy.

Goal – Improved Parks and Recreation

Outcomes
• Consider a Resolution directing the Parks & Recreation 

Commission (PARC) to examine long range parks and recreation 
and Senior Center needs. 

• Develop an implementation plan for the development of the Leach 
Creek/Chambers Creek Trail.  

• Commence construction of the Phase 1 Leach Creek/Chambers 
Creek Trail (funding dependent).

• Consider a Resolution making a policy decision on the future of he 
Kobayashi Property.

Goal – Better Infrastructure

Outcomes
• Consider a Resolution to form a street and sidewalk maintenance 

and improvement task force.
• Complete an update to the City’s Surface Water Management 

(SWM) Plan. 

Goal – Increased Public Understanding of Council 
Initiatives

Outcomes
• Adopt a Communications Strategy.
• Conduct an annual Open House.

Goal – Better Financial Conditions

Outcomes
• Complete 2013 Bond Refinancing.
• Increase General Fund ending fund balance.

City Council approves  
2013-14 Goals and Outcomes

At our City Council meeting of Aug. 6, we approved a resolution establishing our 2013-2014 Council Goals. This document, adopted every two years, 
provides staff with policy direction for the development of our biennial budget, and it forms the basis for staff and commission work plans.

Our Goals were developed following a two-month process in which we engaged in multiple brainstorming sessions. These brainstorming sessions provide 
us with an opportunity to engage in a free flow of ideas. Some of these ideas are radical and others more practical. These ideas are narrowed, prioritized and 
ultimately voted on. Notwithstanding recent news articles to the contrary, the approved Goals do not include a study of a City name change.  

Parks & Recreation Office is moving to the Civic Building
Soon you can add another great reason to visit the new Civic Building. In early fall the City’s Parks & Recreation Department will be joining the 

U.P. branch of the Pierce County Library System, U.P. Police and the new Frog n Kiwi Café by moving their offices to the North side retail space of 
the Civic Building in the interim until a more permanent tenant moves in.  

As one of the departments most frequently visited by residents, with close to 18,000 participants annually, the Parks & Recreation Office will offer 
the community a more visible storefront, ample parking and convenience. Parents can take advantage of its proximity to the Library making registra-
tion for classes and activities a one-stop convenience.  

In addition, the move brings closer the community’s vision of creating a vibrant and exciting "third space." With the move and increased visibility 
comes better marketing and other potential uses, like coaches' meetings, art camp displays, and a variety of recreation programs.

“We are excited about being part of creating a new buzz and sharing the beautiful Civic Building’s atrium and Market Square with our customers,” 
says Todd Smith, Parks & Recreation Manager.  
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University Place is home to over 1,000 
businesses. They range from large retail 
establishments such as Fred Meyer to home-
based, one-person enterprises that provide 
services such as photography, pet sitting, 
or commercial and residential cleaning. The 
business directory is an excellent resource to help 
you spend your dollars locally, and benefit your 
community as you shop.

However, a printed directory only captures a 
snapshot of the businesses in our community at 
any one moment in time. You may be surprised 
to learn that each month new businesses open in 
University Place. Here are a few businesses that 

have recently made University Place their home: 
Enigma Wine and Bistro has opened at 

3318 Bridgeport Way West, Suite B. They are 
open for lunch and dinner from 11 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Monday through Saturday.  

Another very visible addition to our com-
munity is the Fortune Place Buffet. It is located 
in the Albertson’s shopping center and occupies 
the building that used to house the Blockbuster 
video store. Fortune Place is open 11 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Sunday through Thursday, and 11 a.m. to 
10 p.m. on Friday and Saturday.

Of course, after sampling the delicious fare 
at these new eateries, you will probably want to 

visit John Jarman, the owner and head trainer at 
Summit Strength & Conditioning. Summit is 
located at 6928 22nd Street West, and is dedi-
cated to helping you achieve your fitness success.

You can keep track of new businesses in 
University Place by checking the City’s web-
page at www.CityofUP.com. On the Business 
Directory page, under Services, there is a link 
that will take you to a listing of new businesses 
in University Place since January 2012. This list 
is updated monthly.  

Make a point to check out at least one or 
two new University Place businesses a month 
and welcome them to our community!

Business is UP!
Local providers of products and 

services offer many benefits to University 
Place. A regular influx of employees pro-
vides our local businesses with commercial 
opportunities. Customers who come from 
out of town also bring with them their 
spending dollars. Business owners con-
tribute to community causes and events, 
making quality of life a positive character-
istic of University Place. As the business 
community grows and flourishes, residents 
see more shopping opportunities and sales 
tax revenues increase.

For all of these reasons, Business is 
UP!, a new program now airing on UPTV, 
should be of interest to you. Business is 
UP! will spotlight different aspects of the 
local University Place economy. The show 
that is currently airing discusses reasons 
why a business would be drawn to locate 
in our community, with two local busi-
ness owners talking about their decision 
to open shop here. Randy Walden of 
HeartWarming Care and David Goretsky 
of Soggy Doggy discuss their reasons for 
becoming a part of the University Place 
business community, and share a bit about 
the services they provide.

The next show, airing early this fall, 
will give you an opportunity to hear 
about the exciting new mixed use project 
underway north of the Civic Building in 
Town Center. The developers will pro-
vide insight into the large commercial 
space and answer questions about the 100 
planned residential units above.  

Business is UP! can be viewed on 
UPTV on weekdays at 10:30 a.m. and 6 
p.m., Saturdays at 3:30 p.m. and Sundays 
at 9:30 a.m. 

Local businesses and professionals that 
are members of the social network Linked 
In have a new opportunity to connect and 
dialogue online. Join the recently launched 
Linked In group “Linked:UniversityPlace” 
to connect with other local businesses 
and professionals and stay up to date on 
issues that affect the local University Place 
economy.  

The  g roup  i s  b e ing  admin i s t e red 
by  Wade Stewar t ,  owner  o f  the  loca l 

b u s i n e s s  S t e w a r t  &  So n  C o m p u t e r 
Serv ices  LLC. Also ass i s t ing with the 
administration will be Marc Grau, owner 
of the Frog n Kiwi Café.

Thanks to Wade and Marc for helping 
foster professional connections and dialogue 
in University Place! 

Those interested in joining the group 
can find it on Linked In by searching “U.P. 
Businesses and Professionals.”

. . .on Jun. 10, when the University 
Place Historical Society presented its first 
ever Home & Garden Tour here in our 
community. The successful event drew over 
125 visitors and grossed more than $2,000 for 
the Society’s mission: To highlight and pre-
serve the history of University Place.

The UPHS especially thanks the generous 
homeowners who opened their homes and/
or gardens for us. They are Clint and Ruth 
Cannon, Stan and Martha Flemming, Fred 
and Diane Langton, Jack and Agnes McLin, 
and Bob and Lori Pippin.

The Curran House was the reception site 
for the tour, with Chuck Curran, Jr. and his 
sister Sue serving as hosts and historians for 
that venue. Thanks to them, as well!

The tour had something for everyone: 
mid-century modern architecture; the site of 
an early U.P. peach farm; an artist working in 
her studio; a horse ranch on Peach Creek; and 
an “urban farm” located near the city center.

U.P. Parks & Recreation Commissioner 
Rebecca Vader especially liked the urban 
farm. “It was well-laid out, comfortable, and 
very productive,” she said, adding “the large 
lemons on the tree in the greenhouse were 
impressive!”

The UPHS also thanks its ticket outlets 
for this event: Grassi’s Flowers and Gifts, 
Massimo’s Italian Bar & Grill, Westside 
Community Bank and Willow Tree Gardens 
& Interiors.

The UPHS meets the second Wednesday 
of the month, Sept.  through Jun.,  at 
7 p.m. at the U.P. Library (unless other-
wise announced). We invite you to join 
us. As Society member Judie Bilderback 
Taylor says, “Today’s events are tomorrow’s 
history!”

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  v i s i t 
the  Hi s to r i c a l  Soc i e ty’s  webs i t e  a t 
www.UPHistor ica lSoc ie ty.org  or  ca l l 
253.778.6717.

History was made…

Attention:  
Businesses and Professionals

Yes, we're open for business!

www.CityofUP.com
www.UPHistoricalSociety.org
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Enjoy an outstanding lineup of local artists, musicians and performers at the 2nd Annual Fall Arts & Concerts Series sponsored by UP for Arts! Each 
event, which pairs an artist with a musical, theatrical or dance group, occurs in the beautiful atrium of the Civic Building located at 3609 Market Square, 
from 7 - 8:30 p.m. Admission is $10.

For more information, please visit www.upforart.org. Special thanks to event sponsors Skelley Piano and Orlandini & Waldron.

Freshly squeezed apple cider, apple pie, Johnny Appleseed and the Big Apple will greet visitors to 
the 18th annual Curran Apple Orchard Cider Squeeze in University Place.

The public is allowed to pick up to two small (grocery) bags of apples starting at noon on 
Sunday, Sept. 9. Pressings limited to one gallon per family. No homegrown or store bought apples, 
please. Bagged apples will also be available for purchase.

Check out an array of presses ranging from antiques to modern versions as you turn apples into 
delicious, golden cider. Pressing will be available until 4 p.m. Children’s activities, the Sunset Bible 
Bluegrass Band, Master Gardeners and the U.P. Kiwanis will be on hand to 
provide entertainment, food and fun.

For more information, please visit www.CurranAppleOrchard.com. The 
orchard is located at 3920 Grandview Dr. W.

Thanks to CORE for sponsoring this great event!

It's time for some cider,
Sunday, Sept. 9 – and it's FREE!

Congratulations to Battle in the Orchard 
2012’s finalists! In first place, The Mural Project 
out of Tacoma. The Mural Project awed the 
audience with their technical prowess and out-
standing charisma. Second place was awarded 

to Static, a group of young men from Spanaway 
who wowed the crowd with their classic rock 
and roll abilities. Dungeon Science, also out of 
Tacoma, took home third place by showcasing 
their dynamic, catchy style.

A special thank you to Alarm Cat Design, 
Cadence Music Management, Lefty’s Burger 
Shack, Safeway, Skelley Piano, Steve Stefanowicz, 
Ted Brown Music, The Suburban Times, The 
University Place Festival, and the University 
Place Patch for sponsoring this wonderful event. 
Battle in the Orchard is a great opportunity to 
showcase your talent on a large, local stage. 

If you or someone you know is interested 
in entering next year’s Battle in the Orchard, 
please visit www.BattleInTheOrchard.com for 
more information.

UP for Arts is seeking public input for a “Destination Art” piece to be located in the U.P. Civic Building Atrium.
Please send comments to www.upforart.org by Sept. 21.

“Make A Difference Day 2012” will 
be celebrated on Saturday, Oct. 27 from 
9 a.m. – noon in Homestead Park. This is 
an opportunity to make a difference in your 
community by doing much needed volunteer 
work and landscaping. 

Please bring yourself, your friends, your 
business, etc. and give 
back to make a differ-
ence in our community’s 
wonderful park system.  
Refreshments, fun, and 
stewardship await you. 

For more information, 
call 253.460.6493.

Make a 
Difference Day

UP for Arts Fall Arts & Concerts Series

Friday, Sept. 28

Artist Janyce Sukow is an award winning, 
highly celebrated oil and pastel artist, known 
for her realistic renderings of wildlife, pets and 
nature. 

Al so  fea tured  i s  the  Washington 
Contemporary Ballet which will perform 
excerpts from various ballets. 

Friday, Oct. 26

Glass Artist Kimberlee Wilson’s repertoire 
of handcrafted vases, bowls, jewelry and garden 
designs feature her signature 24K gold dragonfly 
decal fused into the glass. Local playwright Nick 
Stokes will present six one-act plays ranging from 
funny to tragic and real to absurd, read by an 
ensemble of actors, suitable for age 13 and up 
(nothing graphic but mature subject matter).

Friday, Nov. 30

Watercolor Artist Bonnie Cargol will 
showcase various subjects including landscapes, 
waterscapes and floral designs. 

Singer & Songwriter Kelsie Bahr, 
along with her band (Drummer Jason Bahr, 
Osama Afifi on Base and Cliff Colon on 
Sax) will provide outstanding soul, funk, 
gospel and jazz.

The Mural Project wins!

The Mural Project expressed their excitement 
after winning the Battle in the Orchard!

Poster by Zack Rexroad

www.CurranAppleOrchard.com
www.UPforArt.org
www.BattleInTheOrchard.com
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Large Private Investments in 2012

This year University Place celebrated both the opening of the first new business in 
Town Center, the Frog n Kiwi Café, and groundbreaking on a new Clearview Building, a 
combination residential and commercial building. Together these new private developments 
are investing more than $12 million in Town Center, the first private investments since the 
Town Center project began. These private ventures follow the 2011 openings of the new 
University Place Library and U.P. Police Headquarters, both in the new Civic Building, as 
well as the Transit Center Garage which features the first electronic vehicle charging stations 
in University Place.

City works to continue Private Investment and Development

Until 2009, the City’s strategy to seek private investment and development in Town 
Center was focused on soliciting a single developer to design a master plan, construct and 
put tenants into the 12 acres that comprise Town Center. In that time frame such a “Master 
Developer” approach was reasonable given the trend to master-developed projects that 
preceded the national and global economic stagnation that began in 2008. 

After the downturn in the economy, the City undertook a careful review of its options 
for Town Center development in light of what was known and what was still unknown in 
the new economy. The result of the City’s study began to be implemented the following 
year, when for the first time the City contracted with a commercial brokerage firm to list 
and market Town Center. At the City’s direction, the brokerage firm commenced solicitation of private proposals for purchase and development in Town 
Center without requiring a single master developer. The new scope of solicitation allowed proposals for all available lots in Town Center, two or more lots, 
or even a single lot, as well as proposals to lease either of the two commercial spaces in the Civic Building. It was this work that culminated in the recent 
Frog n Kiwi Café Lease and the ongoing construction of the Clearview Building this year.

What is happening in  
U.P. Town Center?

Q&A on the new Clearview Building in U.P. Town Center.

What is the Clearview Building?

It is a new 90,000 square foot building that you can see under construction on the North side of the University Place Civic Building. It is 
called a mixed use building because it has 12,000 square feet of commercial space at the street level, with 100 residential units above.

Who is developing the building and when will it be finished?

SEB, Inc., is constructing the Clearview Building, and will own and operate it. SEB, Inc. is a Pierce County based owner and operator of 
quality multi-family residential properties. The building is planned to open in July of 2013.

What kind of commercial businesses are planned for the Clearview Building?

The developer has said they intend to have a new restaurant open with the building next year. It is planned to open onto the courtyard 
between the Clearview Building and the Civic Building. Other future tenants are being sought during construction.

Could the residential units in the Clearview Building be sold as condominium units in the future?

At this time the developer plans to rent the units as premium apartments, but if in the future there is a resurgence of the condominium 
market, the City’s agreement with the developer would allow the units to be sold as condominiums.
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2012-2013 Town Center Development Strategy

With the economy still slow, the City’s current focus is to continue incremental development of the Town Center core, which is comprised of the Civic 
Building and the new Clearview Building, by seeking to continue commercial and residential development on the South side of the Civic Building. Such 
development is envisioned as an additional mixed use building, including additional structured parking, and street level commercial uses with residential 
above. The City is currently working with the developers of the Clearview Building, who hold an option on that site. 

This strategic focus allows for the eventual completion of all the parking garages in Town Center and puts residents in the core area which does not 
directly front Bridgeport Way. This in turn creates better conditions for the development of restaurants and retail on the prime commercial retail areas of 
Town Center which are directly adjacent to Bridgeport Way. By this strategy the City can, even in this very difficult economy, continue to incrementally 
develop Town Center in a way that both creates a better climate for future shops and restaurants, and allows the City to be more patient and thoughtful in 
pursuing and evaluating any private development proposals for the premier commercial areas of Town Center.  

2012-2013 Town Center Development Tactics

1. Town Center will continue to be listed and marketed by a commercial brokerage firm. Kidder Mathews, Inc. is contracted through June of 2013.
2.  Private proposals for purchase and development continue to be sought for all available lots in Town Center, for two or more lots, or even for a single 

lot. There is no requirement of a single master developer.
3.  Any proposals received will be reviewed for compliance with Town Center development requirements, as well as for consistency with existing Town 

Center developments and uses.
4.  In order to be advanced for City Council consideration, any private development proposal must be thoroughly reviewed by City staff and written 

into a proposed formal Development Agreement which contains specific development requirements and enforceable time lines. The City Council 
is entitled to have reasonable assurance that any private project they are asked to consider, if they approve it, will actually be developed by a specified 
date, and as proposed.

Clearview Building, Artist Rendering
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If you woke up to a fire in your home, how 
much time do you think you would have to get to 
safety? According to the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA), one-third of households in 
America thought they would have at least six min-
utes before a fire in their home would become life 
threatening. Unfortunately, that number is often less.

That’s why West Pierce Fire & Rescue is 
teaming up with NFPA during Fire Prevention 
Week, Oct. 7-13, 2012, to urge residents to “Have 
Two Ways Out!” This year’s theme focuses on the 
importance of fire escape planning and practice.

In 2010, U.S. fire departments responded to 
369,500 home structure fires. “One home struc-
ture fire was reported every 85 seconds in 2010,” 
says Fire Chief Ken Sharp. “Fire is unpredictable 
and moves faster than most people realize. Having 
a tried and true escape plan with two ways out is 
essential to ensuring your family’s safety should fire 
break out in your home.”

West Pierce Fire & Rescue recommends the 
following tips for planning your family’s escape:

• Make a map of your home. Mark a door 
and a window that can be used to get out of 
every room.

• Choose a meeting place outside in front of 
your home. This is where everyone can meet once 
they’ve escaped. Draw a picture of your outside 
meeting place on your escape plan.

• Write the emergency telephone number for 
the fire department on your escape plan.

• Have a grown-up sound the smoke alarm and 
practice your escape plan with everyone living in 
your home.

• Keep your escape plan on the refrigerator and 
remind grown-ups to have your family practice 
the plan twice a year or whenever anyone in your 
home celebrates a birthday.

To learn more about “Have Two Ways Out!” 
visit NFPA’s website at www.firepreventionweek.org.

With Sounder trains now testing on the 
tracks between Lakewood and the Tacoma 
Dome, increased activity means there’s even 
more reason for drivers and pedestrians to be 
aware at all times. Be smart. Be safe. Sounder 
trains are fast and quiet. Obey all warning 
signs, look both ways, and pay special atten-
tion when crossing the tracks. 

Testing prepares for the extension of 
passenger service to Lakewood and South 
Tacoma beginning in October. Sounder 
trains offer weekday service to and from 
downtown Seattle, with stops along the way 
in Tacoma, Puyallup, Sumner, Auburn, Kent 
and Tukwila. 

Sign up for schedule updates and an 
invitation to the grand opening event at 
www.soundtransit.org/SoundertoLakewood.

The City’s Planning Commission is com-
pleting its review of the City’s Comprehensive 
Plan Land Use Element as part of an update 
required by the State Growth Management Act. 

The Comprehensive Plan contains a land 
use map of the City which is subject to change 
by a private or public initiated application. This 
year the City is considering four changes to the 
Comprehensive Plan Map from recent applications:

1) For a property on the southwest corner 
of 67th Avenue West and 30th Street Court 
West, requesting a change from a residential use 
designation to a business park/light industrial 
use designation.

2&3) For the properties north and south of 
the Fred Meyer store at 67th Avenue West and 
Bridgeport Way, currently designated for residen-
tial use but have grandfathered rights to surface 

mine, the City is asking the Planning Commission 
to recommend whether or not these properties 
should be re-designated for commercial uses rather 
than have surface mines in these locations. 

4) For several properties in the north-
east corner of the City where the Planning 
Commission is recommending properties be re-
designated to reflect the existing land uses.  

The Planning Commission will hold a public 
hearing in September to take public comment on 
proposed amendments to the Land Use Element 
and Comprehensive Plan Map. Notice of the 
public hearing will be provided on the City’s 
website and in the News Tribune.

Following their work on the Land Use 
Element, the Planning Commission is scheduled 
to spend time considering recommendations 
for amendments to the City’s Shoreline Master 

Program. In 2003 the State Legislature man-
dated that all cities and counties with shorelines 
subject to the State Shoreline Management Act 
update their Shoreline Master Programs and Use 
Regulations to comply with new rules. For the 
past year the City has been working with the 
Shoreline Advisory Committee – a group of locally 
appointed stakeholders and the State Department 
of Ecology – to draft the updates. 

The Planning Commission will discuss the 
Shoreline Advisory Committee’s recommendations 
during public meetings and hold at least one public 
hearing before forwarding its recommendation 
to the City Council for final consideration. Once 
adopted, the Shoreline Master Program becomes 
a part of the City’s Comprehensive Plan. Notice of 
the public hearing(s) will be provided on the City’s 
website and in the News Tribune.

Comprehensive Plan Amendments

West Pierce Fire & Rescue urges 
residents to “Have Two Ways Out!”

Be smart. Be safe. 
Sounder trains 
are coming.

Get Your (Singing) Ducks in a Row!
It’s not too soon to get a team started for the 2nd annual Duck the Halls Caroling Contest on Saturday, Dec. 1. This year’s contest, included in 

the City’s Christmas Tree Lighting festivities, encourages EVERYONE to put together teams to sing in a benefit for the U.P. Food Bank. Holiday 
attire is encouraged. Sponsored by UP for Arts and Families Unlimited Network. For contest rules and entry forms, visit www.upforart.org.

Special lighting events in September and October
Mark your calendars and plan to stop by Grocery Outlet on Sept. 22 from 10-2 p.m. or the Fife Harvest Festival on Oct. 6 from 10-5 p.m. to pick 

up free, energy-saving compact fluorescent lights (CFLs) that will save you money on your electric bill. Tacoma Power will also shed some light on your 
lighting questions with fun activities that will leave you feeling brighter. Visit KnowYourPower.com/events for info about these and other events.

KnowYourPower.com/events
www.FirePreventionWeek.org
www.SoundTransit.org/SoundertoLakewood
www.UPforArt.org
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As a University Place Police Officer and 
a citizen of the City of University Place, my 
perspective on law enforcement is somewhat 

unique. I thought 
it might be infor-
mative to share 
my thoughts with 
my fellow citizens 
about the City of 
University Place, 
as well as the 
law enforcement 
within it.  

As some of 
you may know, 
the City contracts 
with the Pierce 
County Sheriff ’s 
Department to 
provide police ser-
vices. As a citizen, 
I know that this 
contract benefits 
me (along with 
o ther  c i t i zens 

of our fine city) by giving the City better and 
enhanced services for less money. The benefits 
of a contracted law enforcement agency are that 
it's a value-added service with a primary focus on 
safety that, by spending less money on law enfor-
cement, provides funding for additional services 
to the City, such as paying down debt, parks, 
road improvements, etc.

Another contract benefit to University Place 
is that the City can select its officers from a larger 
pool of highly trained and experienced officers.  
In this way we are able to get some of the very 
best officers to work in U.P. The "very best" like 
to work with officers with advanced skills, which 
in turn increases officer retention and leads to 
better police services. 

This value-added contract also provides 
the City with a larger pool of officers/support 
teams to draw from in case of emergencies. 
Just imagine how costly it would be to keep a 
fleet of quality vehicles, or hire and train new 
officers with skills such as SWAT, K-9 units or 
Search & Rescue, Air Patrol, Marine Services, 
Special Investigations, Homicide Detectives, 
etc. Sustaining these services can cripple 

a small department. In addition, the Sheriff ’s 
Department that supplies the police services 
assumes the majority of the liability.

As I work in U.P., I try to make an effort to 
be approachable to my fellow citizens. My job 
is filled with tough choices, but an easy choice is 
being friendly and gladly interacting with people 
in the City. I often take my breaks and do some 
of my paperwork at a coffee shop (rather than at 
my office) just so I can maintain an approachable 
relationship with the good citizens of our City. 
I’m confident that all my fellow officers try to 
treat our citizens the way we would hope our 
parents or our children would be treated by law 
enforcement under similar circumstances.

We live in a great city. This is my home and 
my community. I am very proud to be an officer 
in U.P. I feel we provide a high quality service, 
and do it with a true sense of fairness and com-
passion. 

I thank you for your support and, if you see 
me around, please, feel free to say hi.

Deputy Dan Hacker
University Place Police Department

A cop and a citizen...

This time of year, parents eagerly scan 
newspaper ads for the best prices on book 
bags, lunch boxes and notebooks. Soon we’ll 
see more kids on the roadway as pedestrians. 
With pedestrian injuries being the second 
leading cause of unintentional injury-related 
death for children ages five to 14, drivers 
need to be extra cautious.

Children under eight years old should never 
cross the street without an adult or responsible 
older child. Young children do not have the 
judgment, vision or experience to cross safely.

Drivers should be cautious of school zone 
speed reductions. The 20 mph speed reduc-
tion zone applies as you pass the first 20 mph 
speed limit notification and ends when you pass 
through the next speed limit sign during school 
hours and/or when children are present. As a 
good “rule of thumb” all drivers should lower 
their speeds to 20 mph through this zone even 
if not required. Drivers beware! There will be 
increased school zone enforcement during the 
first few weeks of school.

Get off to the right start this school year with 
a family back-to-school safety review. It’s the best 
bargain around!

Halloween activities bring fun and fright to 
young and old. To make the events of Halloween 
safe for youngsters to enjoy, University Place 
Police suggests these guidelines:

Traffic represents the greatest danger to 
youngsters who will be out on Halloween. 

Reinforce with chil-
dren the traffic safety 
rule :  s top,  look, 
and cross the street. 
Encourage kids to 
“trick or treat” up one 
side of the street and 
down the other, do 
not zig- zag across the 
street. Design light-
colored costumes 

or incorporate reflective material on the front 
and back of costumes. Try on costumes before 
Halloween to ensure that the costume does not 
interfere with the child’s ability to see or walk. 
Check the batteries in your flashlight, so that the 
flashlight will be ready for use when your child is 
ready to trick or treat on Halloween.

M o t o r i s t s  n e e d  t o  s t a y  a l e r t ! 
Neighborhoods that don’t normally have a lot 
of pedestrian and bicycle traffic may experience 
an increase on Halloween night. Remember 
that kids will be excited and may suddenly dart 
into traffic from between parked cars. Watch 
for children walking in the street, especially if 

there are no sidewalks in the neighborhood. Be 
patient and SLOW DOWN. Give children lots 
of time to cross the street.

Halloween should be fun, but tricks should 
not involve the destruction of property. Discuss 
with children the types of “tricks” that may be 
appropriate and that do not violate the law. Bad 
tricks can be described as those for which they 
will receive punishment. Stealing candy by force 
is a “robbery” – a felony.

Report suspicious or criminal activity 
PROMPTLY by calling 9-1-1 or the non-emer-
gency line at 253.798.4722.

Trick or treat in your own neighborhood. 
Go only to those houses with porch lights on. 
Finish trick or treating and be home by 9 p.m.

At what age should children go trick or 
treating alone? If your youngster feels that they 
are too big to have mom or dad go trick or 
treating with them, then they are too old to go. 
Trick or treating is for the kids!

Traditionally, juveniles who normally would 
not be allowed out alone at night commit 
many of the criminal mischief acts committed 
on Halloween. Plan other activities for older 
children who do not want parents walking them 
around the neighborhood.

Make Halloween a safe and fun night for 
your family and your neighborhood. Plan ahead. 
Discuss safety and the law with youngsters before 
the excitement of Halloween night.

Deputy Dan Hacker has 
worked in and for the 
City of University Place 
since before incorporation. 
His wife and children are 
all proud Curtis High 
School graduates.  

Put safety at the 
top of your back 
to school checklist

Plan ahead for a safe & fun Halloween
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University Place Parks & Recreation has a Facebook page – it's the easiest 
way to keep up-to-date on Rec events, classes and programs. 'Like' us today!

Sign up now for one of our Cultural Arts Classes! We are continuing 
to offer Creative Movement, Pre Ballet for children ages 3-5 years and 
Beginning Ballet for 5-8 year-olds, as well as Creative Movement, Ballet, 
Jazz and Hip Hop with brand new, excited instructors who are looking for-
ward to sharing their love of dance with your child!

New to our dance program are Irish dance classes, with an introductory 
class combining soft and hard shoes. The program focuses on building new 
techniques traditional of this athletic dance form. We are offering classes for 
children ages 5-11 as well as 12 years and older. Classes begin the first week 
of October, so register today! 

For more information on class dates, times and fees, contact the 
Recreation Office at 253.460.2530 or check out the Fall 2012 Recreation 
Program Guide at www.CityofUP.com.

Before you know it the holidays will be upon us, which 
means tons of food high in carbs, sugars and calories! Get 
a head start on getting into shape or staying fit.

U.P. Parks & Recreation offers a variety of fitness 
classes for individuals ages 15 and up. From our NEW 
Qi Gong class on Wednesdays (6:30-7:30 p.m.) to our 
Polynesian/Tahitian Dance classes on Thursday evenings 
(also 6:30-7:30 p.m.), we have something for everyone. If 
those don't interest you, we also offer Pilates and Yoga as 
well as Tai Chi Chih. 

Contact the Parks & Recreation Office today to register 
at 253.460.2530 or register online at www.CityofUP.com.

Learn how to play the guitar! 
Youths ages 7-11 will learn basic chords and note reading on the acoustic 

guitar. Instructed by the talented 
Meredith Connie, students can 
choose from either beginning or 
continuing guitar classes. 

Classes are set to begin Sept. 
26 and will run for nine weeks on 
Wednesday evenings. 

For more information or to 
register, call our office today at 
253.460.2530.

Beginning in Sept., the University Place Senior Center will be 
offering weekly transportation to our mealsite program and bi-monthly 
transportation to local shopping centers. Transportation may also be 
provided to and from doctor appointments. Our 14-passenger shuttle will 
pick you up at your home, take you to the designated destination, and 
return you to your front door. 

To qualify for this service, you must:
• live within University Place city limits or a partnering organization,
• be independently mobile or aided by a care-giver (our bus driver 

cannot escort shoppers),
• be 61 years of age or older.

If you are interested in this free and unique opportunity, call the 
University Place Senior Center at 253.564.1992.

Wining & Shopping 'til You’re Dropping!
Nov. 29 & 30 – A two day get-away for women – $165 per person double occupancy

Join us for two days of wining and shopping! A little something for 
you and a little something for them. Get a head start on your Christmas 
shopping at unique winery gift stores; enjoy wine tasting, great Seattle area 
malls and shopping villages.

Start your whirlwind in lovely Woodinville. First we’ll taste at Distefano 
Winery, then move on to the Woodinville Whiskey Company, a great place 
to pick up some delicious stocking stuffers. Next enjoy lunch at Village 
Wines, as lunch wraps up you’ll have time to wander through nine tasting 
rooms, all within walking distance. Our final Woodinville stop will be at 
the Woodhouse Wine Estates for happy hour; enjoy their live music and a 
glass of wine on us!

We’ll head to Kirkland for our evening stay at The Heathman Hotel. 
The Heathman is situated just two blocks from Lake Washington, 
in charming downtown Kirkland; the elegant hotel is just steps from 

downtown's arts and shopping district. The Heathman is the only upscale 
boutique hotel in Kirkland's vibrant downtown and it delivers a refreshing 
blend of classic elegance, organic ambiance and modern lifestyle luxuries for 
a unique lodging experience just beyond the energy of Seattle. 

You’ll have time in the morning to sleep in, or get up early and start 
your shopping in the wonderful boutiques downtown Kirkland has to offer. 
From there we’ll head to Redmond Town Center, followed by University 
Village, with a short stop in Southcenter on the way home.

Included in your trip fee is your hotel stay, two tastings (one wine, 
one at Whiskey Co.), one glass of wine (from happy hour list), snacks 
and refreshments on the shuttle, a continental breakfast at the hotel, 
transportation and trip management.

For more information or to sign up for this wonderful trip, call the 
Senior Center at 253.564.1992.

Youth Cultural Arts –  
dance classes with a brand 
new style!

Returning in Sept. 2012:  
Shuttle UP – a FREE 
transportation program!

Adult Health & Fitness Classes Youth Guitar Classes

www.CityofUP.com
www.CityofUP.com
https://www.facebook.com/#!/UPParksandRec
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A & D Social Marketing
Floor Covering Express
Mykland Construction
Hinshaw’s Acura
Kelly Tilton, Independent 
   Scentsy Consultant
DuPont Dental
Marston Gould
Peninsula Family Medical
   Center

Keeton Electric
SBZ-Little Caesars
Alliance Flooring
Greg Nelson/Shelgren
   Financial Group
University Place Refuse 
   & Recycling
David & Sabine Endicott
Daryl Graves Law
Directors Mortgage

7-Eleven Tacoma
Cressy Door Co.
Fogerty Appraisal Service
At Your Service Plumbing
Bibby Painting Co.
Lakewood Ford
McPhee Dental Group
Hearthside Manor
Cedar Grove Electric
Popchips Think Popped!

University Place Latchkey
www.RaeAnneSells.com
Columbia Bank
RFP Manufacturing
Skyhawks Sports Camps
University Place
   Presbyterian Church
Hawkins-Poe Real Estate
E.nopi Math, Reading 
   & Writing

Pacific Pile & Marine
Hope Community
   Church
Pla Endodontics
TitusWillCars.com
Pawnbrokers NW
Walker and Associates
   Insurance
Blackstone Collision
Tacoma Narrows Rotary

Thank you to our 42 youth baseball and youth softball sponsors, supporting over 50 teams! We had over 900 youth this season from t-ball to coach 
pitch and boys baseball to girls softball! The University Place Parks & Recreation Department, along with our coaches, parents and participants, would 
like to thank all of our generous sponsors. We were at about 50 percent sponsorship this season for our teams – and we look forward to 100 percent team 
sponsorship over the next couple of years. Thank you again, Sponsors!

Team Sponsorship & Donor Recognition
Become a youth team sponsor! 
Help support a youth basketball team by becoming a donor. Your company name will be placed on the back of the uniforms, 

plus you will receive recognition in the Online Recreation Guide and other printed materials. 
$195 – 1 team, $700 – 4 teams, $1,000 – 6 teams. Call for more information to 253.460.2530.

Kidz Love Soccer

Where the score is always fun to fun! Kids from two to 
10 years of age learn the world’s most popular sport from 
professional coaches trained in the Kidz Love Soccer method. 

A session experience includes age-appropriate activities: 
skill demonstrations, fun games and instructional scrimmages 
conducted in a non-competitive, recreational format.

Check out Kidz Love Soccer on page two of the online 
Recreation Program Guide at www.CityofUP.com.

Fall sessions begin Sept. 18. Register today!

Wanted! 
Volunteer coaches, officials, and site supervisors for all fall and winter youth sports leagues. If you would like to volunteer to coach or become an 

official for the indoor soccer or flag football season, please contact Brason Alexander by phone at 253.460.2530 or email at BAlexander@CityofUP.com. 

Youth basketball league

It’s time to start prepping for the winter youth sports leagues. U.P. Parks & Recreation offers instructional basketball 
leagues focusing on teamwork, sportsmanship, basic fundamentals and, most importantly, having fun! There are co-ed 
leagues for pre-k (4-5 years) through third grade as well as boys and girls only leagues for grades 4-7. 

The league is scheduled to start practice at the beginning of Dec. and games will commence after the New Year. Deadline for registration is Nov. 16. 
You can find a registration form in the online Recreation Program Guide on the City's website at www.CityofUP.com or in the Parks & Rec Office at City 
Hall, 3715 Bridgeport Way West. 

For more information regarding the youth basketball league, give us a call at 253.460.2530 or email at ParksAndRec@CityofUP.com.

Flag football and indoor soccer fall sports leagues 

Registration will soon close for fall youth sports leagues. The City's Parks & 
Recreation Office offers Indoor Soccer for pre-k (4-5 
years) through grade four, which is a co-ed league. 
Flag Football is also offered for first through sixth grades. 

The Lystedt Law Concussion Waiver must be 
signed prior to any youth sport league participation and 
returned to the Parks & Recreation Office. 

The deadline for registration is Sept. 14. 
Visit www.CityofUP.com for more information.

In appreciation of our team sponsors

It's back to school – and time for Fall Sports Leagues!

www.CityofUP.com
www.CityofUP.com
www.CityofUP.com
mailto:ParksAndRec@CityofUP.com
mailto:BAlexander@CityofUP.com


UPTV – “UNIVERSITY PLACE” ON TV
Each month different programs about University Place air on 
Click! Channel 12 and Comcast Channel 21. The following 
programs are scheduled:

•  Regular Council Meetings     •  Rainier Country 
 

Visit our Website: www.CityofUP.com/Page49.aspx for a weekly 
schedule. Send program suggestions and comments to  

UPTV@CityofUP.com 
or call Linda Seesz, Communications/I.T. Manager, at 253.460.2537.
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The City of University Place, University Place 
Refuse and Lakewood Refuse Service will hold their 
annual community-wide Fall Cleanup in October 
to allow residents to dispose of and/or recycle junk, 
non-organic items and organic (yard waste) for free.

There is no curbside service associated with 
this clean-up. Residents must take their items to 
University Place Refuse located at 2815 Rochester, 
just off 27th Street West. In an effort to help 
shorten the wait at the drop off site, residents are 
asked to adhere to the following schedule:

Residents who live NORTH of 40th Street 
Saturday, Oct. 20, 2012 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Residents who live SOUTH of 40th Street 
Saturday, Oct. 27, 2012 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

To get you in and out faster the following rules 
will be imposed:

• Limit 1 load per household for all items. 
Except: Yard waste only loads – no limit!

• Children and pets must remain in vehicle. 
• Photo I.D. with U.P. address required. 
• No liquids, paint or hazardous materials 

(car batteries are OK).
• No loads larger than a regular pickup truck 

or equivalent size small trailer.
• No regular household garbage.
• For residential customers only. No commer-

cial material or loads will be allowed. 
• Items can be no larger than 5 feet in any 

direction (except appliances and furniture). 
• No fuel tanks, enclosed barrels or drums. 

Water heaters and propane tanks are OK. 

Recyclables must be separated prior to arrival:
• Wood: clean, unpainted lumber, pallets, etc.
• Metal: scrap steel, appliances, lawn mowers, 

barbeques, plumbing, etc.
• Yard waste: limbs, grass, leaves, other 

vegetation. No stumps or limbs larger than 4 
inches in diameter. No dirt, rocks or sod. NOT 
ACCEPTED: blackberries, Scotch broom and 
other noxious weeds.

• Tires: with or without rims.
• Concrete, bricks and stone.
• Car batteries.
• Electronic waste.

Bring a donation of canned food for the 
University Place Food Bank! Questions? Call 
University Place Refuse at 253.564.3212.

Clean up and help out – Fall Cleanup is Oct. 20 & 27

At the University Place Festival, the 16th 
Combat Aviation Brigade flew two helicopters 
and landed them in the outfield of the base-
ball field at Cirque Park. If you were in the sur-
rounding area, you could hear the pulse of blades 
whipping through the air until they appeared 
hovering over the pine trees. They landed an 
Apache first, which hopped over to make room 
for the agile Kiowa to land next to it. 

These machines are well equipped to provide 
support miles away from their target as well as to 

establish an intimidating position of power. The 
young men who flew these aircrafts into University 
Place were just as impressive. Their pleasant 
demeanor, patience and calm personalities never 
wavered under the pressure of a hot summer day in 
BTUs and a plethora of questions plus comments 
from an excited crowd of Festival attendees. 

Around 4:30 p.m. the team started their pre-
flight checks and lifted up and away in a cloud 
of dust as about a thousand onlookers and their 
children stopped their activities to watch their 

safe ascent, 
s i g n a l i n g 
the start of 
the Hogs & 
Hosers soft-
ball game. Wherever their missions take them, 
University Place will keep them in our thoughts 
for their safe and joyful return to our region. 

Thank you to the 16th CAB for being with us 
at our Festival and sharing what you do to ensure 
our freedom and safety.

The 16th CAB did it... Photo credit: Michelle Johnson
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