
University Place
city of 

Volume 7 Issue 5	 may 2008

a Publication  
of the City of  

University Place

WASHINGTON

U
N

IV
ERSITY PLA

C
E

HeaDlines
Page 2
• Council Corner
•  Cookies & Coffee with 

Council

Page 3
• Code Red kickoff
• Problems with coyotes
• Volunteers needed for CAB

Page 4
• Camp UPlay
• National bike month
• New recreation programs

Page 5
• Concerts in the Park 
•  Cirque City-Wide Summer 

Sale

Page 6-7
•  Candid conversation with 

the Mayor

• BigToys by the Bay

Page 8
• City CIP Projects

Page 9
• Greening UP
• Parks Appreciation Day
• Sunset Terrace Park Rental

Page 10
• Businessfest 2008
•  Excellence in design 

awards

• 2008 Business Directory

Page 11
•  USGA Championships 

held a Chambers Bay

• New local businesses
•  Mayor's Invitational Golf 

Tournament

Page 12
• U.P.’s new library
• Utility tax refunds

Mark your calendars for Saturday, June 7 when University Place will celebrate 
the beginning of summer with its 8th Annual Duck Daze celebration. The day-
long festivities include the popular Duck Daze Parade, the Fire & Police Open 
House and the Treasures in the Park community garage sale and flea market, 
which seems to grow bigger and better every year!  

The fun begins at 10 a.m. when Bridgeport Way becomes a river of yellow 
duck-clad paraders and spectators. The parade route runs from 27th to 37th 
streets and is sure to feature “ducks” of every age, shape, and size! 
After taking in the parade fun, head over to Homestead 
Park (next to City Hall) and see what good deals 
await you at Treasures in the Park. 
There will be bargains galore as well 
as food and fun entertainment for 
young and old alike.

From there, stop by the Public 
Safety Building, where you can visit with local public safety personnel and enjoy a hotdog prepared 
by your U.P. firefighters. Kids can also get an “up close and personal” look at the big rigs and 
engines that keep our community safe. 

To participate as a vendor for Treasures in the Park, simply sign up as an early-bird for a 10-
by-10 foot booth at $35 until May 15. The same size booth will cost $50 if reserved from May 16 
through May 31. Space is limited and offered on a first-come, first-serve basis, so be sure to reserve 
your spot today! Send in the form from the website at  www.CityofUP.com.  You can also call City 
Hall at (253) 566-5656 to have an application mailed to you.  

If you have additional questions, please call Ken Grassi at (253) 627-7196 or (253) 278-1946. 

Duck Daze fun waddles into U.P. on June 7

The Town Center Selection Advisory Committee unan-
imously recommended the F+F Development Group as our 
potential Town Center private sector partner.  Discussions 
are now underway with F+F to determine if a public-pri-
vate business deal will work for both the developer and the 
City.  

F+F is a partnership between Nate Fishkin and Chuck 
Fancher. Mr. Fishkin was a partner with Federal Realty 
Trust where he developed the very successful Santana Row, 
San Jose CA, and Bethesda Row, Bethesda MD, mixed use 
projects. Mr. Fancher is also an experienced mixed use 
developer, with the Milbrae Station, Milbrae CA, project 
among others. Combined, they have over 50 years of mixed 
use/public-private partnership experience. For more infor-
mation on F+F, see the City’s website at www.CityofUP.com.

On April 7, the City Council approved an Exclusive 
Negotiations Right Agreement with F+F for the 90-day dis-
cussion period. If a business deal results, then actual nego-
tiation of a Development and Disposition Agreement (DDA) 
can begin this summer.

Meanwhile, as we work to get the private sector part of 
the project back up to speed, the public portions continue 
on schedule and on budget. A design workshop and commu-
nity open house will be held late this summer on the Market 
Square portion of the project. The two parking garages will 
be complete this Fall. Construction of the central core struc-
ture has already started on the Library/Civic Building, with 
building construction around the core set for bid award this 
summer. The Library/Civic Building is to be completed no  
later than early 2010.

Selection Advisory Committee 
recommends F + F Developers as 
potential Town Center partners
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CITY COUNCIL
Linda Bird ..........................564-6305
Debbie Klosowski ..............565-8466
Lorna Smith .......................460-0910
Ken Grassi ..........................627-7196
Stan Flemming ...................460-2500
Gerald Gehring ...................460-2500
Jean Brooks ........................973-0495

MEETING CALENDAR
 May 5 – 7 p.m. 
Regular Meeting

 May 12 –  7 p.m. 
Special Meeting

May 19 – 7 p.m. 
Regular Meeting

May 26 – No Meeting 
Memorial Day Holiday

June 2 – 7 p.m. 
Regular Meeting

All City Council meetings are held 
in the Town Hall meeting room, 

Windmill Village, 3715 Bridgeport 
Way, usually at 7 p.m., (unless oth-
erwise posted). Changes to meeting 

times and locations are posted at 
City Hall, University Place Library, 

and Fire District #3, or contact 
the City Clerk’s Office for current 
information about meeting dates 
and agendas. For information on 

the location of other City Committee 
meetings, as well as current infor-
mation about meeting dates and 
agendas, please contact the City 

Clerk at (253) 460-2510.

Ken Grassi, Councilmember

Coffee and Cookies with Council

CORE
Meets at City Hall
3715 Bridgeport Way W.
1st Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

UP for Art
Meets at City Hall
3715 Bridgeport Way W.
3rd Tuesdays at 7 p.m

SUNDogs
Meets at U.P. Presbyterian
8101 27th Str. W.
3rd Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

As the flower baskets are being hung around the City, the month of May serves as a timely reminder to say a 
huge thank you to the many local businesses and individuals who, even during a struggling economy, have donated 
generously to ensure once again that the streets of University Place will come alive with beautiful Spring and 
Summer color-filled hanging baskets!

Now in its 10th year, our “Baskets on Bridgeport and Beyond” Beautification project truly says “welcome” to 
visitors to University Place! In 2009, thanks to community generosity, the program will expand south on Bridgeport 
from Cirque to our City limits. This will increase the total number of baskets to over 200 – all sponsored by resi-
dents and businesses – not purchased through City dollars!

To avoid costly maintenance, all of the poles that hold the baskets have been fitted with irrigation lines to 
automatically water each basket, keeping them beautiful through Spring, Summer and into the early Fall. 

Without the support of our Patrons of Beautification, the light poles would remain bare. If you are interested in 
becoming a Patron, please visit our website at www.CityofUP.com or call 460-2500.

In addition, please let the following donors know how much you appreciate their commitment to Beautification 
by a simple thank you, phone call or note. You’ll be amazed how much your appreciation is welcome. Wishing you 
a fantastic Spring and Summer season to enjoy all the upcoming concerts and events taking place in U.P.!

Ken Grassi, Councilmember

This month you can meet in the evening with Mayor Pro Tem Debbie Klosowski 
and Councilmember Gerald Gehring for cookies on Tuesday, May 27 from 6:30-7:30 
p.m. at City Hall, 3715 Bridgeport Way West. If you'd prefer a morning alternative, 
please join Mayor Pro Tem Debbie Klosowski on Wednesday, May 28 from 9-10 
a.m. at the Senior Community Center at 2534 Grandview Drive West.

Take the time to drop in to say hello and get your questions answered. Citizens can also 
schedule other dates and times with City Councilmembers by calling 460-2500.

Debbie Klosowski & Peter Link
Bob Jean
U.P. Refuse, Roger Gruener
Georgine & Gilbert Roller
Mildred Marshall
R.B. & Shari Wikstrom
Elizabeth Warren
Gerald & Teresa Nickel, 
 Bridgeport Vacuum Sales & Service
Michael & Beverly Petrovich
Beverly McConaghy, 
 Financial Network
Dixie Harris, Team Insurance
Dr. Albert Bird & Linda
Bannon, Carlson & Kessel, Inc.
Gary R. Shaw, DDS
Mercedes Nepute
James & Karen Guarre
Macrella McPherson
America’s Credit Union
Daniel & Teresa DeLorenzo
Harold LeMay Enterprises
Gerald & Becky Gehring
Tamberlyn Divers
John & Faye Reese
Owens Press
William & Shirley Charette
Les & Janice White

Delores Decker
Sandra Bowman
Linda Corkery
Edward & Candace Capizzi
Paula & Duane Burchatz
Don & Stella Patterson
Dian Allen
Water & Winifred Bader
Mike & Emily Von Rueden
Park 52 Property Management
Pat & Terri Feutz
Luella Case
George & Kristin Wheeler
Sam & Lilo Nelson
Tony & Emma Martelli
Rita Maki
Russell & Karen Hill
Michael Burns
Keith & Linda Loraas
D.W. Timmerman
Jayne Neitzel
Marion Miller
Pete & Elma Gust
Douglas & Teresa Owen
At Your Service Plumbing
Elsa Boren & Thomas Keown
Barbara & Leslie Fox

Leo & Betty Kobleski
Nina Ozolins
F.A. Damiano
Dr. Jeffrey Camm, DMD, P.S.
Kathleen Zurfluh
Anita K. Anderson
The Josephine Weiss Living Trust,
 Daniel & Mary Weiss
Mary B. Lloyd
Dale & Linda Harper
Richard & Dorette Markham
Kenneth & Judith Smith
Jack Ecklund & Jennifer Smith
Gerard & Rosalinda Urbas
Randall & Maureen Isaman
Phil & Maureen Chapple
Judie Bilderback
Julie & Louie Orlando
Michael Ferneding
Michael Mason
Nancy Shultz
Mary & Roger Guilford
David & Beverly Law
Ardath Eichler
Lorraine Calkins
Lindsay & Jill Johnson
Stan & Martha Flemming
Elmer & Lorna Smith
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Citywide CodeRED kickoff May 19 - August 19

Coyotes may create problems for people and pets

Currently there are only 7,405 households registered for CodeRED in 
University Place. Residents MUST register to ensure they are on the list, 
particularly if they have cell phones as primary contact numbers. 

On Monday, May 19 join us for the community kickoff at the Council 
Meeting! We'll be signing folks up and enjoying a cake in celebration.

CodeRED is a free and secure emergency notification service for family 
safety. This system sends phone messages directly to neighborhood house-
holds affected by a particular situation, or, in the case of a widespread emer-
gency like an earthquake, to the City’s entire population.

CodeRED will be used for crime updates that affect your neighbor-
hood, which may include suspect information, earthquakes and other types 
of severe weather, wildfire, water main breaks, alerts concerning a missing 
child or adult, road closings, traffic alerts, hazardous material spills – in 
short, any and all emergencies and community alerts.

It’s your call! Don’t be the 
only one in your neighborhood 
to NOT get the call. Register 
today.

Residents of University Place 
can sign up….

• Visit www.CityofUP.com 
• Scroll down to “Current Topics” where you’ll find “CodeRED comes 

to University Place” 
• Click on that link, it will take you to a Q&A sheet
• Click on the “Residential Data Collection” Form in the upper right 

hand corner
If you don't have access to the internet, sign up by calling (253) 

798-3141. 

Washington coyotes are intelligent and adaptable animals and now 
occupy nearly every habitat. Despite increasing human encroachment 
and efforts to eliminate them, the species maintains its numbers and 
the coyote population is growing in some areas. The coyote resembles a 
small German shepherd dog, yet its color can vary. Shades include black, 
brown, gray, yellow, rust, and tan. Adult coyotes weigh 20 to 35 pounds; 
the males are slightly larger. At the shoulder, an adult male coyote is 
about 25 inches tall.

• Coyotes are both hunters and scavengers. They eat small animals 
including mice, rats, rabbits, deer, and squirrels, also snakes, lizards, frogs, 
fish, birds, and animal carcasses. They eat grass, fruits, and berries during 
summer. 

• Coyotes eat wild species, but they are known to eat pet food, gar-
bage, garden crops, livestock, poultry, and pets – mostly cats. 

• Coyotes occasionally kill domestic dogs and foxes that they con-
sider territorial intruders. Coyotes are also very protective of their young 
and will attack dogs that get too close to their den and pups. 

• Most hunting activity takes place at night. Undisturbed and 
hungry coyotes will hunt during daylight hours. 

Feeding the coyotes , 
whether by handouts or by 
providing access to food 
sources such as garbage, pet 
food or animal carcasses 
increases the chance of con-
flict. When people pro-
vide food, coyotes lose their 
fear of humans and become 
increasingly aggressive. They 
also become dependent on 
the easy food source people 
provide. Once a coyote stops 
hunting on its own and loses 
its fear of people, it becomes 
dangerous and may attack 
without warning. To prevent 
potential conflicts, use the fol-
lowing strategies around your 
property and encourage your 
neighbors to do the same.

The court is now accepting applications for Diversion Program 
volunteers. Volunteers spend two evenings a month participating 
on a Community Accountability Board. They meet with kids and 
their families and help determine a positive path for each child that 
could include counseling, educational seminars, community service 
and/or restitution. For more information about becoming a Diversion 
Program volunteer, call (253) 798-3837.

Make a difference as a Juvenile Court Diversion 
Program Volunteer

Never feed coyotes or give them access to garbage. Try to educate 
your friends and neighbors about the problems associated with feeding coy-
otes. If you belong to a homeowner’s association or neighborhood watch, 
bring up the subject at a meeting.  Tightly secure garbage can lids with 
rope, chain, bungee cords, or weights. Better yet, buy quality garbage cans 
with clamps or other mechanisms that hold lids on. Or keep your cans in 
tight-fitting bins, a shed, or a garage.

Prevent access to fruit and compost. Keep fruit trees fenced, or pick 
up fruit that falls to the ground. Keep compost piles securely covered. 
Cover new compost material with soil or lime to prevent it from smelling. 
If burying food scraps, cover them with at least 12 inches of soil, and don’t 
leave any garbage above ground in the area.

Feed dogs and cats indoors. If you must feed your pets outside, do so 
in the morning or at midday, and pick up food, water bowls, leftovers, and 
spilled food well before dark every day. Be careful with bird food. Prevent 
the buildup of feeder foods under bird feeders. Coyotes will eat bird food 
and are attracted to birds and rodents that come to feeders. 

Keep dogs and cats indoors, especially from dusk to dawn. 
If left outside at night in an unprotected area, cats and dogs may 
be killed by coyotes. If you suspect losing a dog or cat to a coyote, 
notify your neighbors. Once a coyote finds easy prey it will continu-
ally hunt in the area.

If you have concerns about coyotes or other wildlife, please visit the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife website at wdfw.wa.gov, or 
call the regional office for information at 1-877-933-9847. University Place 
Animal Control does not handle wildlife issues.
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Camp UPlay, the best Summer Day Camp 
around, is ready for another great summer of 
games, crafts, art projects, swimming, movies, 
and field trips. Campers will visit the Zoo, have 
their own private Carnival, party at Steele Lake, 
and many other great field trip experiences. 
Join today to be a part of a summer packed full 
of energy and excitement! 

Camp UPlay provides one of the finest staff 
with most of your favorite Camp Counselors 
coming back for the summer of 2008.

Camp Info: Eight Week Sessions (June 23- 
August 15), Ages 5 -12, Enrollment is limited 

to 70 children per week. Camp ratio is 1:10, 
campers will be assigned to a group according to 
age. Camp T-shirt included. 

Camp Hours and Fees: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. is 
$115/wk for Residents, $125/wk Non-Residents. 
7 a.m. – 6 p.m. is $135/wk for Residents, $145/
wk Non-Residents. 

Location: Drum Intermediate, 4909 79th 
Avenue W. Scholarships are available. 

Registrations are accepted at the University 
Place Parks and Recreation office at City Hall or 
online at www.CityofUP.com. For  more 
information, call (253) 460-2530.

Camp UPlay – June 23 thru August 15

New programs in recreation
Yo ung Musicians Camp: Five day music camp for 5th -7th 

Graders. June 23-27th. 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. at Curtis High School.

Sh akespeare in the Parking Lot Workshop: Theater Workshop for 
5th-8th Graders. August 5, 6, 7, 12 & 13. with a performance 
at the Curran Apple Orchard later this summer.

Do dge Ball League: 5 week all thrills league for 6th-12th Graders. 
June 9-July 7th. Monday evenings at Fircrest Community 
Center.

Ma dden Tournament: Madden Football Tournament on the 
XBOX. May 10th, 12 p.m. at 
City Hall.  Ages 10-18.

Te en Zone: Late night out for 
5th-7th graders, Guitar Hero, 
Basketball, Dodge Ball. June 6th, 
7 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. at Curtis High 
School.  

Do you love to do art? Do you want to do art but think that you 
are not good enough at it? Or would you like the opportunity to learn 
different art techniques? Then, you have come to the right place! This 
class provides opportunities to explore and have fun doing a variety 
of art activities such as painting, sculpting, print-making, collage, and 
mixed-media. No matter what your skill level, this class will give you 
the chance to express yourself, to learn new skills, or to experience the 
support and encouragement of others.
Fee per person:  $55 
Dates:  May 27 – July 1, Tuesdays/6-week sessions, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
Co ntact the Recreation Department at (253) 460-2530 to register. 

Classes take place at the University Place Senior/Community 
Center - (253) 564-1992. 
Judy Roesch has a bachelor’s degree in the visual arts from the 

University of Puget Sound. She created the Northwest Creative Arts 
Center nine years ago to provide art instruction to individuals who 
have a wide range of abilities. Currently, the Arts Center operates out 
of the Tacoma Area Coalition for Individuals with Disabilities. Judy 
loves to create and to share this passion with others through teaching. 

Please wear old clothing or bring an apron. Classes may get messy!

Visual art classes

Get out and bike…May is National Bike Month!
Getting exercise, enjoying gorgeous spring 

weather or just helping reduce our carbon foot-
print are all great reasons to get out and ride your 
bike.

May is National Bike Month, so now is a 
great time for automobile drivers, bicyclists and 
pedestrians to brush up on basic rules and cour-
tesies.

• Share the road – Both bicyclists and auto-
mobiles have a right to be on the road. Bicyclists 
should ride single file on the far side of the lane 
(unless making a left turn) and use bike lanes 
when available. Drivers should allow bicyclists 
plenty of room and watch for them in the rear 
view mirrors. Also, be careful of opening car doors 

to avoid hitting bicyclists.
• Obey the rules of the road – Bicyclists 

must obey the same rules as automobiles. Obey 
all traffic signs, signals and lane markings. Also, 
bicyclists are allowed to proceed in the middle 
of the traffic lane when approaching and going 
around roundabouts. 

• DO NOT PARK IN BIKE LANES….
these are for bicyclist use only.

• Bike helmets are required by law – Custom 
fitted helmets (sizes xs-xl) are available for $6 at 
the U.P. Fire Department. Riders must be there 
in person to obtain a helmet. Crashes can happen 
at any time. No one expects to fall or be hit by a 
vehicle.  

• See and be seen 
– Wear neon, fluores-
cent or other bright 
colors when riding.  
Reflective tape, mark-
ings or flashing lights 
can also help drivers 
see you.

• Stay Alert – Never 
wear headphones; they 
hinder your ability to 
hear traffic. Always look for obstacles in your path 
such as potholes, railroad tracks, wet pavement, etc.

• Have fun! Biking is a great way to exercise and 
explore our community!
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Swing Reunion
Orchestra

June 26
Big Band

Dead Edsels
July 10
50-60’s 

Rock n Roll

Incendio
July 17

Latin Guitar
World Fusion

Michael Powers
August 21

Jazz

Maia Santell & 
House Blend

July 24
Jazz, Blues & Swing

Gerry Andal & 
Roughriders

August 7
Country Western

Sponsored by:

Cirque City-Wide Summer Sale Where 'art' thou?

From an ant’s perspective, this is 
an astounding piece of modern art.  
“Ooze” to say it isn’t? 

See page 11

Concerts in the Park commence on June 26

CORE

The Summer Concert Series 
happens every other Thursday 
June-August at the Curran Apple 
Orchard.  These FREE community 
concerts are a wonderful local pas-
time that get crowds moving.  

This year’s lineup includes the 
Swing Reunion Orchestra, Dead 
Edsels, Incendio, Maia Santell & 
House Blend, 
Gerry Andel 
& the Rough 
Riders ,  and 
M i c h a e l 
Powers.  

All concerts begin at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Curran Apple Orchard Stage.  

Should inclement weather occur, the 
rainout location will be the Curtis High 
School cafeteria.

U.P. Volunteer Center seeks interested volunteers
Making the connection between people wanting to volunteer and volunteer opportunities has become a lot easier with the creation of the University 

Place Volunteer Center. The Center is located in the Team Insurance office at 2811 Bridgeport Way. Organizations with projects needing workers can 
register at the Volunteer Center and be paired up with willing and enthusiastic volunteers who are interested in sharing some time.

Maybe YOUR organization could benefit from pairing with the Center. Maybe YOU have a few hours that you might like to dedicate to a volunteer 
project. Either way, contact Stephen at the Volunteer Center located at Team Insurance at 564-6373 for more information on getting involved.

The Cirque City-wide Summer Sale Spectacular will be held 
on Saturday, Aug. 9 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. supporting the U.P. 
Volunteer Center. EVERYONE is invited to take part! Maybe 
you have things to sell or maybe you are looking for some great 
buys – either way everyone wins! 

GOT “STUFF”? – GET A BOOTH!
10x10 booth space:  $35, on or before July 

31;  $50 from Aug. 1 – Aug. 5.
For more information or to request an applica-

tion call (253) 460-2500. Applications are also available at 
www.CityofUP.com.

Time to volunteer?  Check out www.volunteermatch.org!  
Or visit the U.P. Volunteer Center at Team Insurance, 2811 Bridgeport Way W.
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After 12 years as a City Councilmember, 
Linda Bird was elected Mayor of University 
Place by the members of the City Council 
a second time in January. As she begins her 
new term as Mayor, we asked her to share her 
thoughts on a number of economic develop-
ment topics affecting the City.

Q:   What are your goals for Economic 
Development in U.P. during your term?

A:   I have three main objectives:  I would like 
to see us increase our sales tax revenue; 
help our existing businesses prosper; and 
increase the variety of business that can 
provide products and services to our 
residents.

Q:   Various studies over the years have 
revealed that University Place suffers 
from significant sales leakage (dollars 
spent on products and services in other 
municipalities.) How do you think U.P. 
can reverse this trend?

A:   First of all, we need to attract the kinds 
of businesses that our residents have told 
us they want, and we need to make sure 
we create a business-friendly environment 
for new and existing businesses.  That’s 
why our Economic Development staff is 
continually searching for programs and 
services to help our businesses survive 
and thrive, programs such as the Food for 
Thought luncheon training series and our 
business coaching and mentoring services.  
Those are key elements of keeping sales 
tax revenue in the community. 

Q:   University Place saw more than $1 mil-
lion in new and redeveloped commer-

cial properties in 2006.  What does this 
say about the City’s potential for future 
economic growth?

A:   First of all, I don’t think many people 
are fully aware of the amount of positive 
development we’ve experienced during 
the last few years. I remember times when 
there were a lot of vacant spaces around 
town. Now, you might see one or two 
here or there, but I think that is part of 
normal business turnover. We are essen-
tially a land-locked municipality and 
have limited opportunities for industrial 
growth so that is why projects such as the 
redevelopment of our 27th Street Business 
District and the development of Town 
Center are so important. They are the 
best opportunities we have to increase the 
amount of business and commercial space 
we have in the city.  

Q:   You mentioned Town Center.  There 
has been a lot said and written about 
that project lately.  Is there anything 
you would like to add to the discus-
sion?

A:   I’m glad you asked. I know that people 
are concerned about the length of time 
it is taking to complete this project but 
it is important to note that these types 
of delays are not unheard of for a project 
of this scale. I do think that perhaps 
we were a little too overly optimistic 
at the start and that may have led to 
some misconceptions. The public meet-
ings we held in January were 
important,  however,  because 
they helped us see the need to 
make sure the public is more 
aware of  what i s  happening 
at each stage of the project.   
So we now have several mecha-
nisms in place to make sure that 
happens,  including our new 
Developer Selection Committee, 
which includes members of the 
planning commission and the eco-
nomic development committee, 
all of whom are residents of U.P., 
as well as other public informa-
tion components. We can always 
do better – and we’re trying.

Q:   Some people have noted that Gig 
Harbor’s Town Center is already 
up and running, yet U.P.’s Town 
Center is still trying to find a 
developer. 

A:   Comparing our Town Center to 

Gig Harbor’s is like comparing apples 
and oranges. Unlike Gig Harbor, which 
was led by a private developer, our project 
is much more complicated because the 
public entity of the City of University 
Place is leading the development effort.  
Gig Harbor did not operate under the 
same constraints that we are dealing with 
because we have a huge public compo-
nent to our project, a component that 
must be complete before the retail por-
tion can begin. The good news is that 
all the public improvements – the multi-
modal facility and the plans for the civic 
buildings – are on time and on budget.  
I know that is hard for people to under-
stand because for the longest time if you 
drove along Bridgeport all you saw were 
cranes and dirt, since most of the work 
was taking place below grade.  But at this 
point, the garage is nearing completion 
and we hope to begin construction on 
the library this summer, with the goal of 
finishing that component by the fall of 
next year.

Q:   Are you concerned that with the recent 
economic downturn, U.P. may have 
“missed the boat” in terms of recruiting 
retailers to Town Center?

A:   The national retail experts we have spoken 
to tell us they still feel there is plenty of 
market potential here. The local experts 
are a little more skeptical.  The announce-
ment about the U.S. Open at Chambers 

A candid conversation with Mayor Linda Bird

Golfers at the First Annual Mayors Invitational in Aug. 
2007 tee off just south of the "lone fir" at Chambers Bay.
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A candid conversation with Mayor Linda Bird

‘BigToys by the Bay’ project promises fun for all ages
Who wouldn’t 

want to enjoy a 
fun, top quality, 
safe play struc-
t u r e  o n  t h e 
Chamber s  Bay 
North Meadow? 
U . P.  f a m i l i e s 
need a place to 
gather and expe-
rience Chambers 
Bay to its fullest 
in a fun and safe 
e n v i r o n m e n t . 
The interactive 
play structure will provide new recreation 
opportunities for our city’s youngest citizens, 
delivering fun, exercise and spectacular views 
to all generations.

Why U.P. Needs “Bigtoys By the Bay”
Climbing, sliding, running and jumping 

on a BigToy provides 
better exercise than 
being pushed along 
the trail in a stroller. 
BigToys also promote 
important social inter-
action for children and 
families. The new play 
structure will include 
a variety of features to 
stimulate and challenge 
our children while they 

play, including a triple slide, a ladder, a moun-
tain climb, banister bars, a swing set and bubble 
panels.  

Safe For Our Kids and Safe for the 
Environment

‘BigToys by the Bay’ is not only safe 
and healthy for our kids; it is also an envi-
ronmentally friendly “green” product made 
from recycled plastic, steel, renewable wood 
products. It does not contain PVC chemi-

cals – keeping our kids and the environment 
safer and healthier.

What You Can Do To Help
In order to transform the dream of having 

a BigToy by Chambers Bay into a reality, we 
need to raise $60,000 in funds. If you would 
like to make a tax-deductible contribution to 
the ‘Big Toys by the Bay’ fund, please contact 
Mayor Linda Bird at (253) 564-6305.

Bay, however, has really changed every-
thing.

Q:   You mentioned the U.S. Open.  The 
numbers regarding its impact on 
University Place – indeed all of Pierce 
County – are staggering.  What are your 
thoughts?

A:   To be honest, I think a lot of us are still 
trying to grasp the impact of it and get 
our heads around the numbers which are 
reported to be in the neighborhood of 
$100 million generated in spending.  I 
know that the prospect of an event of this 
magnitude may be a bit unsettling for 
people who have been here a long time, 
but the potential in terms of revenue is 
truly exciting. Of course, we will need to 
be ready to provide services and make sure 
that any preparations that are made do 
not negatively impact our neighborhoods 

because we are still primarily a residential 
community.

Q:   Do you think Town Center will be ready 
by 2015 when the Open occurs?

A:   I’m not sure it will be 100 percent com-
plete, but it is certainly a good goal to 
shoot for.  In the meantime, the U.S. 
Amateur Open, scheduled for 2010, will 
be a good dry run for us and an opportu-
nity for all our existing businesses to begin 
to think about how they can capitalize on 
the opportunities afforded to us by these 
major events.

 Q:   You have said that despite the recent 
setbacks with Town Center, University 
Place is moving forward. 

A:   I certainly don’t want to overpromise 
and I know that there have been days 
during the last few months when it was 

easy to feel as though we were moving 
backwards instead of forwards, but I hope 
the public understands the need to be 
patient.  Despite what some may think, 
we (the City and City Council) have 
not been “going it alone,” so to speak. 
We have been working with qualified 
consultants since the beginning of the 
project and are now beefing up our team. 
It may not seem so to some, but we have 
in fact made tremendous progress – not 
just with Town Center but with all our 
economic development efforts. I think 
people sometimes forget what Bridgeport 
Way looked like 10 years ago and the lim-
ited shopping we had. The changes that 
have taken place did not occur overnight.  
We want to create a viable retail base that 
enhances our community, not one that 
detracts from it, but doing it right will 
take time.  

This playset is an example of BigToys, not the actual BigToy that will be at Chambers Bay.
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The City Council recently low-
ered the traffic impact fee charged 
to new development in the City 
by 20 percent from $4,824/peak 
hour trip to $3,894/peak hour 
trip based on the recommenda-
tions by the City’s Traffic Impact 
Fee Committee. The City adopted 
its traffic impact fee in April last 
year. Subsequent to adoption, the 
City received several questions and 
concerns regarding this fee from 
the community. In response, the 
City Council formed the Traffic 
Impact Fee Committee to evaluate 
the impact fee regulations and poli-
cies and to recommend improve-
ments that will balance the needs 
of new development with the traffic 
impacts on the community.

As the City continues to grow, 
pressure is placed on the capacity of 
the City’s roads. The traffic impact 
fee will help ensure that the roads 
will operate at an acceptable level of 
service and that traffic gridlock does 
not occur. A traffic impact fee is a 
fee charged to all new developments 
that add traffic to the City’s street 
system. The fee is assessed based 
on the number of vehicle trips gen-
erated by the development during 
the p.m. peak-commuting hour. 
Current residents helped pay for 
existing roads; therefore, it is only 

fair that new 
growth is asked 
to help pay for 
new infrastruc-
ture required 
to serve that 
growth.

Many of the 
surrounding juris-
dictions including 
G i g  H a r b o r, 
Puyallup, Bonnie 
Lake, Olympia, 
L a c e y ,  D e s 
Moines, Pierce 
C o u n t y,  a n d 
Sammamish have 
adopted traffic 
impact fees and 
have found them 
to be a successful 
method of miti-
gating the system 
wide impacts of 
new deve lop -
ment. The City’s 
revised traffic 
impact fee will 
a l l o w  u s  t o 
mainta in  the 
level of service 
in our roadway 
system, preserve our community 
quality of life, require develop-
ments to pay their fair share for 

capacity improvements, and aid 
in economic development. It is 
estimated that the traffic impact fee 

will fund approximately 12 percent 
of the City’s 6-year transportation 
improvement program.

The d i f ference  between 
N e i g h b o r h o o d  C a p i t a l 
I m p r o v e m e n t  P r o g r a m 
(NCIP) and the larger Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP) is 
the size and the funding for each 
program. Neighborhood Capital 
Improvement Program is used for 
smaller neighborhood type projects 
usually less than $30,000. These 
projects are brought to our atten-
tion by citizen requests and needs 
identified by the Public Works crew.  
Each fall this list is prioritized based 
on the basis of  possible property 
damage and the impact or benefit 
to the neighborhood for the money 

spent. The Capital Improvement 
Program is for the larger projects 
and they are identified in the 6 Year 
Transportation Improvement Plan 
(TIP). These projects have included 
the rebuilds to Grandview Drive, 
Cirque Drive and Bridgeport Way.
• Alameda Avenue Pedestrian/ 
Bicycle Safety Project

In 2007, the City was awarded a 
$798,000 state grant to construct 
a sidewalk, bike lane, curb and 
gutter, streetlights and landscaping 
on the east side of Alameda Avenue 
between 52nd St Ct W and 44th 
Street W. Construction is scheduled 
to begin this summer.

• 40th Street Pedestrian / Bicycle 
Safety Project

In 2007, the City was awarded a 
$745,000 state grant to construct a 
sidewalk, bike lane, curb and gutter, 
parking bays, streetlights and land-
scaping on the south side of 40th 
Street between Sunset Drive and 
Olympic Boulevard.  Construction 
is scheduled to begin this summer. 
• Bridgeport/35th Streetscapes

The City received a $2.4 mil-
lion federal grant for intersec-
tion and streetscape improve-
ments to Bridgeport Way and 
35th Street  surrounding the 
Town Center development site. 

Construction is scheduled to 
begin this winter. 
• Bridgeport 3A project (Cirque 
Drive to 54th Street)

The City has secured a $1.7 
million federal grant for the 
construction of sidewalk, curb 
and gutter, bike lanes, median, 
street lighting, signalized pedes-
trian crosswalk, and landscaping 
along both sides of Bridgeport 
Way from Cirque Drive to 54th 
Street. This project will continue 
the improvements on Bridgeport 
from 27th Street to Cirque Drive. 
Construction is scheduled to begin 
this winter.

2008 Capital Improvement and neighborhood projects

City reduces Traffic Impact Fee on new 
development by 20 percent
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Make your event special by reserving Sunset Terrace Park Picnic 
Shelter for your next outdoor party or family gathering!

Conveniently located off of South 19th Street and Seaview Street 
West, Sunset Terrace Park is an ideal location for a small gathering. Site 
amenities include a covered picnic shelter with picnic tables and bar-b-
que’s, an open grassy area with shade trees, a small play structure with 
swings, and a youth baseball field; water, power and a sani-can.

The Picnic Shelter is reserved in 4-hour time slots available for use 
from 10 a.m. to dusk. 

Rental applications may be obtained at the Parks & Recreation 
Office, 3715 Bridgeport Way W., or you may call (253) 460-2518 or 
(253) 460-2530, and an application will be mailed to you. Reservations 
can be made Monday – Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

The picnic shelter may be used on a first-come, first-served basis if 
no reservation exists. 

Park hours are 10 a.m. – dusk
Please call (253) 460-2518 for more information.

Sunset Terrace Park

Parks Appreciation Day

For years, the City of U.P. has made a concerted effort to be a “green” 
municipality by encouraging employees to recycle office papers and mate-
rials and use energy responsibly.

Now the City is taking its recycling efforts on the road.  As part of 
U.P.’s regular vehicle replacement schedule, two new Ford Escape hybrid 
cars were purchased to replace aging – and much less efficient – City 
vehicles.  The cars are currently assigned to the City’s engineering staff 
for their routine site inspections and to the City’s vehicle pool for use by 
employees who attend meetings, trainings, etc. around town.  Later this 
summer, Animal Control employees will use one of the hybrids for their 
annual canvass of neighborhoods to encourage animal licensing and vac-
cinations.

The hybrids are ideal for that kind of city driving and are getting good 
reviews by those who use them, according to Leslie Blaisdell, the City’s assis-
tant finance director.  “So far, everybody loves them,” she says.

The cars are just another way U.P. strives to be environmentally-con-
scious.  Employees recycle all ink and toner cartridges (the proceeds of 
which are added to the annual U.P. Festival fund) and whenever possible 
and cost-effective, staff orders office supplies such as paper and even plastic 
pens that are made of recycled materials.

To make recycling easy and a daily habit, all City employees also have 
recycle bins at their desks into which they can put paper, cardboard, 
bottles and cans.  These efforts reflect U.P.’s commitment to reducing the 
estimated 251 million tons of municipal solid waste the Environmental 
Protection Agency 
s a y s  U .S .  r e s i -
dents, businesses, 
and inst i tut ions 
produced in 2006 
– nearly one-third 
of which was paper. 
It’s all part of rec-
ognizing that what 
is saved or recycled 
today means less 
waste in the landfill 
tomorrow.

Greening UP

The mission of the county’s Telephone Reassurance Plan or 
“TRP” is to ensure the security of senior citizens living inde-
pendently while reducing potential isolation, victimization and 
health concerns.  These threats are reduced 
through daily telephone reassurance calls 
administered by volunteers from City and 
County agencies, AARP, Pierce County 
TRIAD and Law Enforcement Agencies.  
Eligible participants of TRP include senior 
citizens sixty years or older living on their 
own who would like an increased sense of 
security.  Their designated volunteer will 
be checking in on them with a phone call 
daily (excluding holidays and weekends).  TRP is a wonderful pro-
gram that encourages the well-being of our community’s seniors.  
Volunteers from the U.P. Police Department are proud to help our 
local seniors continue to live independently, safely and securely.  If 
you would like more information about this program or want to 
become part of it, please call 798-4600.

Pierce County plan 
promotes senior security

In spite of the weather, City of University Place 
volunteers showed up in incredible numbers for Parks 
Appreciation Day on Saturday, April 19 from 9 a.m. 
– noon. Approximately 164 volunteers showed up at 
4 different park locations around University Place sites 
to do a variety of tasks including park clean-up, planting 
of trees, flowers and plants, spreading topsoil, spreading bark, t r e e 
maintenance, trail work, etc. A big thank you goes out to the University 
Place Church of Latter Day Saints, Curtis High School Boys Lacrosse Team, 
Friends of Homestead Park, Tahoma Audubon, C.O.R.E., Adriana Hess 
Wetland Park Committee, and the many community members who showed 
their support for our local parks in accomplishing 500 hours of parks main-
tenance and cleanup.
We had four worksite locations:
    •  Adriana Hess Wetland Park (Dixie Harris – site leader) (7 volunteers) 5 

bags of weeds removed, garbage pick up, trail cleanup and clearing. 
    •  Homestead Park (Gary Becker – site leader) (55 volunteers) 200 Rhodies, 

begonias, azaleas were planted, transplanted, etc., removed 30 yards of 
debris, spread 20 yards of bark, and cleaned trails throughout the park, as 
well as some park cleanup.

    •  Cirque/Bridgeport Park (90 volunteers) 60 yards of debris removed, 10 
bags of garbage, 200 ft. of silt fence removed, weeding of over 18,000 sq. 
feet of flower beds, trail clearing, and park cleanup.

    •  Curran Apple Orchard Park (Molly Wolfe – site leader) (12 volunteers) 
tree pruning, moss removal, sticky apple assembly, spreading of 5 yards 
of topsoil, and general orchard maintenance.

Parks Appreciation Day is a county-wide event with sponsors that include: 
Starbucks, Homestreet Bank, The 
Tacoma News Tribune, Tacoma 
Power (TPU), and Metro Parks 
Tacoma.

To view photos from the 
event, visit the City's website at 
www.CityofUP.com.
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On March 27, two local busi-
nesses were awarded the Mayor’s 
Excellence in Design Award at 
BusinessFest 2008.  This is the 
second year these awards have been 
presented.

The Excellence in Design 
awards recognize businesses that 
truly reflect the values and stan-
dards of the University Place com-
munity. Cascade Eye and Skin 
Centers received the Excellence 
in Design for new commercial 
construction for their facility 
at 5225 Cirque Drive West, 
Suite 200. Creig Kostof, owner 
of Sofia Bistro, accepted his 

design award for the remodel 
of his commercial establish-
ment located at 2700 Bridgeport 
Way W, Suite C. Joining him 
was Susan Wagner, his interior 
designer. We are pleased to have 

such outstanding businesses 
in University Place! 

A single award was made 
last year to Charles Wright 
Academy for excellence in new 
commercial construction.

"Home Grown: Local Business 
Success” was the theme of this 
year’s BusinessFest event. On 
March 27, 100 local business com-
munity members gathered at the 
Environmental Services Building 
on the Chambers Creek property 
to celebrate business in University 
Place.  

Attendees were greeted by the 
jazz sounds of Michael Powers. 
Joe Scorcio, Public Development 

Manager for Pierce County Public 
Works and Utilities, emceed the eve-
ning, and David Zeeck, Executive 
Editor of The News Tribune, pro-
vided the keynote speech. Zeeck, 
a resident of University Place, 
spoke about the importance of a 
local community focus in the news 
as well as the way we transact our 
business. He shared pictures of U.P. 
businesses he enjoys patronizing, 
citing the warmth and familiarity 

of the local business owners 
as an incentive to return time 
after time.

The theme of local busi-
nesses was carried out through 
the menu which included a 
dessert using Curran Orchard 
apples; the bar featured wines 
from University Place’s very 
own winery, Stinas Cellars; 
the table decorations and take-

home seed packets for each attendee 
came from Willow Tree Gardens 
& Interiors; and a gift for each 
attendee of a bag of SoundGro, our 
own local fertilizer, was supplied by 
Pierce County Public Works and 
Utilities. Affairs Chocolates and 
Desserts, a University Place favorite, 
provided the catering.

Two Design Awards were 
announced at BusinessFest:  one 
for Excellence in Design for new 
commercial buildings awarded to 
Cascade Eye and Skin Centers, the 
other for Excellence in Design for 
commercial remodels awarded to 
Sofia Bistro.  

BusinessFest was sponsored 
this year by John Siridakis and 
Associates/Windermere Realty, 
Lawyers Title, Pierce County Public 
Works and Utilities, Willow Tree 
Gardens & Interiors, Tacoma-Pierce 

County Chamber of Commerce, 
Stinas Cellars, the City of University 
Place, and Affairs Chocolates and 
Desserts.

Thank you also to Lobban 
Photography for their photo cov-
erage of the event!

BusinessFest is the event that debuts the new City of University Place Business Directory, and shortly after-
wards, directories are delivered to every residence and business in University Place. This helpful guide presents a 
listing of all businesses in our community, providing you with the resources to make local buying decisions when in 
need of goods or services.

It is a win-win decision when you shop local. You spend less gas traveling to other communities to shop. You keep 
local businesses here, providing a thriving presence in our community. You are also putting your dollars to work for 
you, because a portion of each dollar spent locally comes back to the community, helping to provide the services and 
amenities that make this a great place to live.

Spend some time looking through the pages of your new directory – you may be surprised by what you find!
If you need additional copies, please stop by City Hall.

Excellence in Design awards

BusinessFest 2008 – a home grown success

You can find it here!

David Zeeck, the keynote speaker 
for Businessfest and a local resident, 
spoke of some of his favorite people 
and places in U.P.

Sofia Bistro (above) and 
Cascade Eye and Skin (left) 
were the two award recipi-
ents at Businessfest 2008.
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In February, the United States Golf Association announced that the 
organization will hold two major golf tournaments at the Chambers Bay 
Golf Course.  The U.S. Amateur Championship will be held on the links-
style course in 2010, while the organization’s premier event, the U.S. Open 
Championship, will take center stage on the course in 2015.

Chambers Bay will be the first golf course in the Pacific Northwest 
to host the U.S. Open and only the third municipal course in the 
Championship’s history to hold the event.

The two major events are expected to pour millions of dollars into 
the local economy, with some estimates going as high as $100 million in 
spending as a potential influx of 60,000 spectators spend money on hotel 
rooms, meals, shopping, gas, and other tourism-related items.   Pierce 
County economic development staff says that based on previous champi-
onships, they expect more than 20,000 hotel rooms to be booked for as 
long as a week. 

University Place staff are already working with Pierce County and 
regional officials to prepare for the event. In addition to plans for a new 
clubhouse and a permanent facility for the Chambers Bay Grill restau-
rant, a task force has been created to address many of the other facets of 
bringing events of this magnitude to the area, including public safety, 
traffic and mass transit issues.

Being awarded these championships is just the latest feather in the cap 
for Chambers Bay, which in its first full year of operation garnered scores 
of other awards and accolades, including:

• Best New Course of the Year by GOLF Magazine.
•  Top-ranked daily fee/municipal course and number two overall 

on Golfweek’s “Best New Courses” list.
•  Golf Course Industry’s Builder Excellence Award/Best New 

Course.
• Travel + Leisure Golf Magazine’s 2007 Course of the Year.

USGA Championships at Chambers Bay a “hole-in-one” 
for the local economy

Last year the Mayor’s Invitational Golf Tournament premiered with great 
success. Intended as an event to introduce Chambers Bay to elected and 

City officials from across the state, the event 
was well attended and enjoyed by all. Nearly 
170 participants spent the day surrounded by 
the boundless beauty of Chambers Bay while 
friendly competition kept the day invigo-
rating.

Our new Mayor has decided to continue 
the tradition. The 2008 Mayor’s Invitational 
Golf Tournament will be held on Saturday, 
August 30, 2008. This is an opportunity 
to show off our community — its natural 
beauty, warm hospitality, and thriving 
businesses. 

We look forward to hosting another fan-
tastic event to show off University Place — 
The Place to live, work and play!

Time to get into the swing! Where 'art' thou?

Slug, by Christopher Hoppin, was originally one of sev-
eral competing in a “slug race” proposed for the 40th Street 
round about. The Friends of Homestead Park commissioned this 
“psychedelic” slug to celebrate nature in a light hearted way. It 
dwells nearest the Drexler Drive entrance to Homestead Park.

24 Hour Protection
Abode Specialist Inspection Services,
  LLC
ACT Physical Therapy & 
  Rehabilitation, Inc.
AIM Physical Therapy
AJ Enterprises
Andrew Chu Associates, LLC
Autoqwest, LLC
Bernard W McNallen PS
Berschauer Phillips Const Co.
Bluhm & Son Marketing,   
  Research & Development

CRJ’s Quality Carpet Cleaning
Pacific West Securities
Destination Renovation
Detailing by Bud
Doris Jairala
Edutour, LLC
Errand Girl, LLC
Gardner Health Plans, LLC
Hendrickson Construction Co.
Herfy’s Burger & Teriyaki
In His Hands Learning Center, Inc.
Investigation Consultants Groups, LLC
The IT Group

Taqueria Burrito Loco
The Pampered Chef
Legacy Fine Portraits
Massage Works
Lydmila Petrovskaya Massage Therapy
Glitzy Sweats
Marilyn Rasmussen
MD PHD Services, PLLC
Private Duty Nursing Care
Paula White Photography
Princess Trading Corp
Rachel McGinn Bookkeeping
Sand Dollar Spa & Massage

Smart Build Solutions
Solvere Market Intelligence 
Speedfactory Tuning
Stitches
Tesslyn Design
The Healing Tree
The Paper Angel
Baja Tan
Universal Sales & Service
University Dental, PS
University Place Insurance, Inc. 
Washington Energy Solutions
We B Tax Service

We are pleased to announce that several businesses have joined the U.P. business community so far in 2008! Please make a note of these new commu-
nity members, and let them know we are glad to have them in town!

U.P. welcomes new businesses

(Continued	from	page	5)



UPTV “UNIVERSITY PLACE” ON TV
Each month different programs about University Place air on 
Click! Channel 12 and Comcast Channel 21.  The following pro-
grams are scheduled:

•  Businessfest Recap Show  •  Duck Daze Promo 
•  Parks Appreciation Day Slices of Life •  Council Meetings 

Visit our Website: www.CityofUP.com/uptv for a schedule of 
what’s on the channel each week. Send program suggestions and 
comments to UPTV@CityofUP.com or call 460-5441.
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Mariza Craig, Asst. City Mgr./Econ. Dev. Dir. ..... 460-5442
Lisa Petorak, Human Resources Manager ........... 460-2515
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Jim Andrews, Chief of Police ............................... 798-3205
Jennifer Hales, Public Safety Manager ................ 798-3141
David Layden, Finance Director ......................... 460-5401
David Swindale, Development Svcs. Director ..... 460-2519
Jack Ecklund, City Engineer .................................460-5411
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Learn about your new University Place Pierce County 
Library at an open house on May 31

Utility tax refunds for low 
income households

Come see the design and services planned for your new University Place 
Pierce County Library! Attend a free open house. Meet Pierce County 
Library System’s architect and lead staff at an open house and see architec-
tural renderings, floor plans and color samples of the new library:

University Place Library’s temporary location, 7315 27th St. W., 
Saturday, May 31, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 

In winter 2006-07, the Library System asked people what customers 
and potential customers wanted for the design and services, so that the 
Library offers useful space and meaningful services in the new library. In 
all 176 people completed paper or online surveys, and many people also 
gave input at an open house.

The new library will be 15,000 square feet, which is 3,000 square 
feet bigger than the old location, plus an option to grow into another 
5,000 square feet. Based upon comments from the public and informa-
tion about new, contemporary library services, the new library will be 
even more comfortable as a community space and place in the heart of 
University Place. Some of the new design and services will include:

• More books, movies, and music.
• More seating.
•  Conference room and study rooms for collaborative work or quite 

study.
• An early learning area to stimulate learning and exploration.
• Teen area will have space, furniture and computers just for teens.
• More computers and updated technology in meeting room.
• Environmentally sustainable building and operating practices. 
The City is replacing the old University Place Library building using 

revenue generated by the new Town Center development to finance the 
cost of the new library.

Pierce County Library will pay for additional efficiency costs to 
improve ongoing maintenance and operations, such as raised flooring, 
low-flow toilets, and contemporary furnishings. Pierce County Library 
Foundation is in the early stages of fundraising to encourage private 

support for facility enhancements and new services. The University Place 
Library is scheduled to be built by winter 2010 and open in spring 2010.

Starting May 1, more info will be online @ 
www.piercecountylibrary.org/branches/west-county-
branches/university-place/.

All University Place low income households are eligible to apply 
for a utility tax refund of $56.00, with an additional $9 refunded 
for gas utility customers for utility taxes paid through December 31, 
2007.  Households that qualify can apply for a refund by obtaining an 
application form and submitting it no later than June 30, 2008.  

“Low income” means a household earning less than 50% of 
median income as described by the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development.  For refunds on your 2007 utility tax, the 
income eligibility levels are as follows:

Household Size   Annual Gross Income
One person   $21,750    

      Two persons   $24,850
Three persons   $27,950
Four or more persons  $31,050
Applicants must also show proof that they have lived in University 

Place for 9 months or more of 2007.  
If you have not yet received a utility tax application refund form, 

please call the finance department at 460-2547, or download an appli-
cation at www.CityofUP.com.


