Little University Place Gets its Moment on the Big Stage
It’s not every day (or every year) that a town that covers only 7.5 square miles and which has a population of less than 32,000 gets to host an event of the U.S. Open’s magnitude. But when the nation (and the world) tunes in to watch the Open at Chambers Bay from June 15-21, 2015, they will also get a glimpse of the golf course’s home town: University Place, Washington.
U.P. (as the natives affectionately call it) is easily overshadowed by its larger neighbors to the north, Tacoma and Seattle, and that’s just fine with the folks who call it home. They are proud of their city (which in fact, only became an independent municipality less than 20 years ago) and its small-town charm. This is, after all, a place where the city’s leaders are also active business owners and where one of the biggest celebrations of the year invites people to get “ducky.” 
Despite being home to a world-class golf course, University Place embodies small-town Americana. Just a few weeks before the throngs arrive for the Open, the city’s citizens will invite their neighbors from throughout the region to dig out their duck hats and kazoos for the annual Duck Daze Festival. 
Duck Daze began 15 years ago as an effort to attract traffic visitors to U.P. and now features a parade, entertainment and lots of vendors that attract crowds in the thousands. Its theme is a playful salute to the infamous wet weather of the Pacific Northwest, where everyone can start to feel rather “ducky” after a while. “Ducks are just fun,” says the event’s founder, Dixie Harris, who owns an insurance company in University Place. “We have people who are in their 60s and 70s marching in the parade wearing duck paraphernalia. There are kazoos and we’ve even had real ducks marching along.” She admits, however, that it can be difficult “to keep all our ducks in a row.”  
The region’s notorious wet weather does have its fringe benefits, however. It fosters fertile ground for growing apples. And that is what University Place celebrates every September, with its Curran Apple Orchard Cider Squeeze. Donated by long-time residents, the city’s very own apple orchard covers roughly seven acres and features more than 200 trees. Residents can “adopt” a tree and attend annual pruning parties. Then on the first Sunday in September, they pick their own apples or buy bagged apples. More than 15 volunteers operate apple presses (including one powered by a bicycle) that provide attendees with fresh-from-the-tree apple cider.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Like Duck Daze, the annual Cider Squeeze has become a treasured part of the community’s collective social fabric, and at no time was that more apparent than in 2001. “The Cider Squeeze was scheduled for the Sunday immediately after 9/11,” recalls volunteer (and former mayor) Debbie Klosowski. “We really debated whether it would be appropriate to hold it in light of what our nation was going through, but we ultimately decided to go ahead with it. We ended up having one of our largest crowds ever. I think people really just needed each other. They needed to be with their friends and neighbors.”
That sense of community is evident throughout University Place, says Eric Brubaker, principal of Curtis High School. Because his is the only high school in University Place, he says students and community members often have the opportunity to interact. Last year students in the school’s Advanced Placement Environmental Science class shared the results of their local water quality studies with the U.P. City Council, while students in the school’s Learning for Life classes help set up insect traps at the Curran Apple Orchard. 
“We think it’s important for our kids to be engaged in the community,” he says. “But U.P. is only seven and a half square miles, so unlike other places where a community may be fragmented and students go to different schools, we’re kind of a one-horse town. And I think that’s one of the coolest parts of University Place.”


