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SECTION 1 
 

PUBLIC EDUCATION AND OUTREACH PROGRAM 
 
 
Public Education and Outreach.  An informed and knowledgeable community is crucial to the success 
of a stormwater management program since it helps to ensure greater support for the program and greater 
compliance.  To satisfy this minimum control measure, the permittee needs to:  
 

1. Each permittee shall provide an education and outreach program for the area served by the 
MS4.  The program shall be designed to educate target audiences about the stormwater 
problem and provide specific actions they can follow to minimize the problem. 
 

a. To build general awareness, Permittees shall select from the following target 
audiences and subject areas: 

 
i. General public (including school age children), and businesses (including home-

based and mobile businesses) 
• General impacts of stormwater flows into surface waters. 
• Impacts from impervious surfaces. 
• Impacts of illicit discharges and how to report them. 

• Low Impact Development (LID) principles and LID BMPs. 

• Opportunities to become involved in stewardship activities. 
ii.  Engineers, contractors, developers, and land use planners 

• Technical standards for stormwater site and erosion control plans.  
• LID principles and LIP BMPs 
• Stormwater treatment and flow control BMPs. 

 
b.  To effect behavior change, Permittees shall select from the following target audiences 

and BMPs: 
 

i. General public (which may include school age children), and businesses (including 
home-based and mobile businesses) 
• BMPs for use and storage of automotive chemicals, hazardous cleaning supplies, 

carwash soaps and other hazardous materials.   
• Equipment maintenance 
• Prevention of illicit discharges. 

ii.  Residents, landscapers and property managers/owners 
• Yard care techniques protective of water quality.  
• Use and storage of pesticides and fertilizers and other household chemicals. 
• Carpet cleaning and auto repair and maintenance. 
• Vehicle, equipment and home/building maintenance. 
• Pet waste management and disposal 
• LID principles and LID BMPs. 
• Stormwater facility maintenance. 

S5 

Page 2 
 



Page 3 
 

 Dumpster and trash compactor maintenance. 
 

c. Each Permittee shall create stewardship opportunities and/or partner with existing 
organizations to encourage residents to participate in activities such as stream teams, 
storm drain marking, volunteer monitoring, riparian plantings and education 
activities.  
 

d. Each Permittee shall measure the understanding and adoption of the targeted 
behaviors or at least one target audiences in at least one subject area. No later than 
February 2, 2016, Permittees shall use the resulting measurements to direct education 
and outreach resources most effectively, as well as to evaluate changes in adoption of 
the targeted behavior.  Permittees may meet this requirement individually or as a 
member of a regional group. 

 
 
The City of University Place has developed a Public Education and Outreach Program designed to 
educate the target audiences as noted above.  This program consists of the following elements: 
 

 University Place Newspaper 
A City newspaper is regularly sent out to all of the residents of the City.  A minimum of four 
education oriented articles related to stormwater will be published on a yearly basis.   
 

 City Website 
The City will post educational information on its website.  This information will include 
articles, notices of educational opportunities, contact information, photos, maps, and links to 
other stormwater resource websites.   
 

 Public Education Workshops 
The City will participate in at least one public education event featuring storm drainage every 
three years.  Topics at these events may include rain gardens, natural yard care, storm drainage 
operations and maintenance, environmental impacts of stormwater, etc...   
 

 Car Wash Units 
The City has available portable units that are designed for the proper handling of wastewater 
from car washing activities.  These units are available to organizations and individuals upon 
request.  Any person checking out these units will be given instructions on their use as well as 
guidelines for protecting strormwater from car wash run-off.   
 

 Catch Basin Markers 
The City has marked all catch basins adjacent to concrete curbs with a marker that identifies 
where the storm water drains (ie drains to stream) and notifies the public not to dump 
pollutants.  These markings are intended to increase the awareness of the public on where 
storm water ultimately drains.   
 

 Annual Questionnaire 
The City will on an annual basis send out a questionnaire designed to establish a baseline of 
citizen behavior and identify any changes in behaviors that have resulted from the City’s 
educational efforts.   

 



• Stormwater Basin Education Map:  The City has developed a storm drainage basin
education map which is attached in Appendix C.   This map is included once a year in the City
Newsletter and is posted on the City’s webpage.

• Pierce Conservation District Stream Team:  The City has partnered with the Pierce
Conservation District Stream Team to encourage and create stewardship opportunities for the
public.

• Other Educational Opportunities
In addition to the above noted elements, the City will continue to seek out new opportunities
for public education and outreach.
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SECTION 2 
 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND PARTICIPATION PROGRAM 
 
Public Involvement and Participation Program.  Public involvement/participation activities can be 
effective tools used to gain much needed public support for stormwater management program 
implementation.  To satisfy this minimum control measure, the permittee needs to: 
 

1. Permittees shall provide ongoing opportunities for public involvement and participation 
through advisory councils, public hearings, watershed committees, participation in developing 
rate-structures or other similar activities.  Each Permittee shall comply with applicable state 
and local public notice requirements when developing elements of the SWMP. 

 
a. Permittees shall create opportunities for the public to participate in the decision-

making processes involving the development, implementation and update of the 
Permittee’s entire SWMP.   

b. Each Permittee shall post on their website their SWMP and the annual report 
required under S9.A no later than May 31st each year. All other submittals shall be 
available to the public upon request.  To comply with the posting requirement, a 
permittee that does not maintain a website may submit the updated SWMP in 
electronic format to the Department for posting on the Department’s website 

 
The City of University Place employs the following opportunities for the public to participate in the 
decision-making process involving the City’s SWMP.  
 

• All updates to the City’s SWMP will be adopted by the City Council during a Public Meeting.  At 
this meeting, any who wish to comment on the SWMP will be given the opportunity to provide 
comments. In addition, this meeting will be filmed and broadcast on the City’s public information 
television channel: UPTV. 

 
• The SWMP and any subsequent updates will be posted on the City’s website.  Contact information 

for comments will be posted on the same web page as the link to the SWMP. 
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SECTION 3 
 

ILLICIT DISCHARGE DETECTION AND ELIMINATION PROGRAM 
 
 
Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination.  Discharges from cities often include wastes and 
wastewater from non-stormwater sources.  Illicit discharges enter the system through either direct 
connections, such as wastewater piping mistakenly or deliberately connected to the storm drains, or 
indirect connection, such as infiltration from cracked sanitary sewers, spills collected by drain outlets, or 
materials dumped into storm drains.  To satisfy this minimum control measure, the permittee must 
develop, implement and enforce an illicit discharge detection and elimination program.  Permittees shall 
fully implement an ongoing illicit discharge detection and elimination program no later than three years 
from the effective date of this permit.   
 
The minimum performance measures are: 

a. Mapping of the MS4 shall continue on an ongoing basis.  MS4 maps shall be periodically 
updated.  Update maps if necessary to meet the requirements of this section no later than 
February 2, 2018.  At a minimum, all maps shall include the following information: 
i. Known MS4 outfall and known MS4 discharge points.  
ii.   Receiving waters, other than ground water. 
iii.  Stormwater treatment and flow control BMPs/facilities owned or operated by the 

Permittee. 
iv. Tributary conveyances to all known outfalls and discharge points with a 24-inch 

nominal diameter or larger, or an equivalent cross-sectional area for non-pipe 
systems.  The following attributes must be mapped: 
• Tributary conveyance type, material and size where known. 
• Associated drainage areas. 
• Land use. 

v.   All connections to the MS4 authorized or allowed by the Permittee after February 
16, 2007. 

vi. Connections between the MS4 owned or operated by the Permittee and other 
municipalities or public entities. 

vii. Geographic areas served by the Permittee’s MS4 that do not discharge stormwater 
to surface waters. 

viii. To the extent consistent with national security laws and directives, each Permittee 
shall make available to Ecology upon request, MS4 map(s) depicting the information 
required in S5.C.3.a.i through vi above.  The preferred format for mapping will be 
an electronic format with fully described mapping standards.  An example 
description is available on Ecology website. 

ix.  Upon request, and to the extent appropriate, Permittees shall provide mapping 
information to federally-recognized Indian Tribes, municipalities, and other 
Permittees.  This permit does not preclude Permittees from recovering reasonable 
costs associated with fulfilling mapping information requests by federally-
recognized Indian Tribes, municipalities, and other Permittees. 

   
b. Each Permittee shall implement an ordinance or other regulatory mechanism to 

effectively prohibit non-stormwater, illicit discharges into the Permittee’s MS4 to the 
maximum extent allowable under State and Federal law.   
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i. The regulatory mechanism does not need to prohibit the following categories of non-
stormwater discharges:   
• Diverted stream flows. 
• Rising ground waters. 
• Uncontaminated ground water infiltration (as defined at 40 CFR 35.2005(20)). 
• Uncontaminated pumped ground water.  
• Foundation drains. 
• Air conditioning condensation. 
• Irrigation water from agricultural sources that is commingled with urban 

stormwater. 
• Springs. 
• Uncontaminated water from crawl space pumps. 
• Footing drains. 
• Flows from riparian habitats and wetlands. 
• Non-stormwater discharges covered by another NPDES permit. 
• Discharges from emergency fire fighting activities in accordance with S2 

Authorized Discharges.   
ii. Conditionally Allowable Discharges:  The regulatory mechanism may allow the 

following categories on non-stormwater discharges only if the stated conditions are 
met: 
• Discharges from potable water sources, including but not limited to water line 

flushing, hyperchlorinated water line flushing, fire hydrant system flushing, and 
pipeline hydrostatic test water. Planned Discharges shall be dechlorinated to a 
total residual chlorine concentration of 0.1 ppm or less, pH-adjusted, if necessary, 
and volumetrically and velocity controlled to prevent re-suspension of sediments 
in the MS4. 

• Discharges from lawn watering and other irrigation runoff. These shall be 
minimized through, at a minimum, public education activities (see section S5.C.1) 
and water conservation efforts. 

• Dechlorinated swimming pool discharges.  The discharges shall be 
dechlorinated to a concentration of 0.1 ppm or less, pH-adjusted and 
reoxygenized if necessary, volumetrically and velocity controlled to prevent re-
suspension of sediments in the MS4.   Discharges shall be thermally controlled 
to prevent and increase in temperature of the receiving water.  Swimming pool 
cleaning wastewater and filter backwash shall not be discharged to the MS4. 

• Street and sidewalk wash water, water used to control dust, and routine external 
building wash down that does not use detergents.  The Permittee shall reduce 
these discharges through, at a minimum, public education activities (see section 
S5.C.1.) and/or water conservation efforts.  To avoid washing pollutants into the 
MS4, Permittees must minimize the amount of street wash and dust control water 
used.   

• Other non-stormwater discharges.  The discharges shall be in compliance with 
the requirements of the stormwater pollution prevention plan reviewed by the 
Permittee, which addresses control of construction site de-watering discharges.   

iii. The Permittee shall further address any category of discharges in (i) or (ii) above if 
the discharges are identified as significant sources of pollutants to waters of the 
State. 
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iv. The ordinance or other regulatory mechanism shall include escalating enforcement 
procedures and actions. 

v. The Permittee shall implement a compliance strategy that includes informal 
compliance actions such as public education and technical assistance as well as the 
enforcement provisions of the ordinance or other regulatory mechanism.  To 
implement an effective compliance strategy, the Permittee’s ordinance or other 
regulatory mechanism may need to include the following tools: 

 
• The application of operational and/or structural source control BMPs for pollutant 

generating sources associated with existing land uses and activities where 
necessary to prevent illicit discharges.  The source control BMps referenced in 
this subsection are in Volume IV of the Stormwater Management Manual for 
Western Washington, or an equivalent manual approved by Ecology under the 
2013 Phase I Permit. 

• The maintenance of stormwater facilities which discharge into the Permittee’s MS4 
in accordance with maintenance standards established under S5.C.4 and/or 
S5.C.5 where necessary to prevent illicit discharges.   
 

vi. The Permittee’s ordinance or other regulatory mechanism in effect as of the effective 
date of this permit shall be revised if necessary to meet the requirement of this 
section no later than February 2, 2018. 

 
c. Each Permittee shall implement an ongoing program designed to detect and identify non-

stormwater discharges, spills, illicit connections into the Permittee’s MS4. The program 
shall include: 
i.   Proceedures for conducting investigations of the Permittee’s MS4, including field 

screeining and methods for identifying potential sources. 
 

The Permittee shall implement a filed screening methodology appropriate to the 
characteristics of the MS4 and water quality concerns.  Screening for illicit 
connections may be conducted using:  A Guidance Manual for Program 
Development and Technical Assessments, Center for Watershed Protection, October 
2004, or other methodology of comparable or improved effectiveness.  The Permittee 
shall document the field screening methodology in the relevant Annual Report.   
 
The Permittee shall complete field screening for at least 40% of the MS4 no later 
than December 31, 2017, and on average 12% each year thereafter.   
 

ii. A publicly listed and publicized hotline or other telephone number for public 
reporting of spills and other illicit discharges. 

 
iii. An ongoing training program for all municipal field staff, who, as part of their 
normal job responsibilities, might come into contract with or otherwise observe an illicit 
discharge and/or illicit connection to the MS4, on the identification of an illicit discharge 
and/or connection, and on the proper procedures for reporting and responding to the illicit 
discharge and/or connection.  Follow-up training shall be provided as needed to address 
changes in procedures, techniques, requirements, or staffing.  Permittees shall document 
and maintain records of the trainings provided and the staff trained. 
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d. Each Permittee shall implement an ongoing program designed to address illicit 
discharges, including spills and illicit connections, into the Permittee’s MS4.  The 
program shall include:  

 
i. Procedures for characterizing the nature of, and potential public or environmental threat 

posed by, any illicit discharges found by or reported to the Permittee.  Procedures 
shall address the evaluation of whether the discharge must be immediately contained 
and steps to be taken for containment of the discharge.   

ii. Procedures for tracing the source of an illicit discharge; including visual inspections, 
and when necessary, opening manholes, using mobile cameras, collecting and 
analyzing water samples, and/or other detailed inspection procedures.   

iii. Procedures for eliminating the discharge; including notification of appropriate 
authorities; notification of the property owner; technical assistance; follow-up 
inspections; and use of the compliance strategy developed pursuant to S5.C.3.b.v, 
including escalating enforcement and legal actions if the discharge is not eliminated.   

iv. Compliance with the provisions in (i), (ii), and (iii) above, shall be achieved by meeting 
the following timelines: 

• Immediately respond to all illicit discharges, including spills, which are 
determined to constitute a threat to human health, welfare, or the environment, 
consistent with General Condition G3. 

• Investigate (or refer to the appropriate agency with the authority to act) within 
7 days, on average, any complaints, reports or monitoring information that 
indicates a potential illicit discharge.   

• Initiate an investigation within 21 days of any report or discovery of a 
suspected illicit connection to determine the source of the connection, the 
nature and volume of discharge through the connection, and the party 
responsible for the connection.   

• Upon confirmation of an illicit connection, use the compliance strategy in a 
documented effort to eliminate the illicit connection within 6 months.  All 
known illicit connections to the MS4 shall be eliminated.    

 
e. Permittees shall train staff who are responsible for identification, investigation, 

termination, cleanup, and reporting of illicit discharges, including spills, and illicit 
connections, to conduct these activities. Follow-up training shall be provided as needed 
to address changes in procedures, techniques, requirements or staffing.  Permittees shall 
document and maintain records of the training provided and the staff trained.  

   
f. Permittees shall track and maintain records of the activities conducted to meet the 

requirements of this section.      
 

 
The City of University Place has implemented the following: 
 

• Municipal storm sewer system map:  The City has produced a map of its storm sewer system.  
This map has been posted on the City’s website and is available in the City’s Engineering office 
for viewing by the public.   

 

Page 9 
 



• After hours on-call phone line:  The City has established an after hours phone number that the 
public can call to report any public works concerns including concerns regarding surface water 
management and illicit discharges.  This number is posted on the City’s website.   
 

• Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDDE) program:  The City has implemented its 
Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination program which is attached in Appendix D.   

 
 

• Dry Weather Field Screening and Analytical Monitoring Program:  The City has adopted this 
program as an aspect of the overall IDDE program.  This program establishes the procedures for 
locating high risk illicit discharge areas and for testing and inspecting water quality for the 
purposes of tracking, characterizing, and eliminating illicit discharges.  
 

• Illicit discharge detection and elimination training program:  The City has developed a 
training program in order to train field personnel in the detection and elimination of illicit 
discharges to the City’s storm drainage system.  All engineering and operations field personnel are 
required to participate in this program.  The training program consists of: 

 
• Initital training meeting and orientation video 

 
• Periodic field training conducted by senior staff 

 
In addition to these items, the City will continue to seek out new opportunities for training in this 
field.   
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SECTION 4 
 

CONTROL STORMWATER RUNOFF FROM NEW DEVELOPMENT, 
REDEVELOPMENT, AND CONSTRUCTION SITES 

 
 
Site Runoff Control.  Polluted stormwater runoff from construction and developed sites ultimately is 
discharged into local rivers and streams.  The Phase II Final Rule requires an operator of a regulated small 
city to develop, implement, and enforce a program to reduce pollutants in stormwater runoff to their city 
from construction activities that result in a land disturbance of greater than or equal to one acre or contain 
less than one acre and are part of a larger common plan of the development or sale.  The permittee is 
required to have: 
 

a. The program shall include an ordinance or other enforceable mechanism that addresses 
runoff from new development, redevelopment, and construction site projects.  Pursuant to 
S5.A.2, in adopting this ordinance or other regulatory mechanism, existing local 
requirements to apply stormwater controls at smaller sites, or at lower thresholds than 
required pursuant to S5.C.4., shall be retained. The ordinance or other enforceable 
mechanism shall be in place no later than thirty months from the effective date of this Permit.  
The ordinance or other enforceable mechanism shall include, at a minimum: 

i.  The Minimum Requirements, technical thresholds, and definitions in Appendix 1 or 
an equivalent approved by Ecology under the NPDES Phase I Municipal 
Stormwater Permit, for new development, redevelopment, and construction sites.  
Adjustment and variance criteria equivalent to those in Appendix 1 shall be 
included.  More stringent requirements may be used, and/or certain requirements 
may be tailored to local circumstances through the use of basin plans or other 
similar water quality and quantity planning efforts.  Such local requirements shall 
provide equal protection of receiving waters and equal levels of pollutant control to 
those provided in Appendix 1.  

ii. A site planning process and BMP selection and design criteria that, when used to 
implement the minimum requirements in Appendix 1 (or equivalent approved by 
Ecology under the Phase I Permit) will protect water quality, reduce the discharge 
of pollutants to the maximum extent practicable and satisfy the State requirement 
under Chapter 90.48 RCW to apply all known, available and reasonable methods of 
prevention, control and treatment (AKART) prior to discharge.  Permittees shall 
document how the criteria and requirements will protect water quality, reduce the 
discharge of pollutants to the maximum extent practicable, and satisfy State AKART 
requirements.  Permittees who choose to use the site planning process and BMP 
selection and design criteria in the 2005 Stormwater Management Manual for 
Western Washington, or an equivalent manual approved by the Department under 
the Phase I Permit, may cite this choice as their sole documentation to meet this 
requirement. 

iii. The legal authority, through the approval process for new development, to inspect 
private stormwater facilities that discharge to the Permittee’s MS4. 

iv. Provisions to allow non-structural preventive actions and source reduction 
approaches such as Low Impact Development Techniques (LID), measures to 
minimize the creation of impervious surfaces and measures to minimize the 
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disturbance of native soils and vegetation.  Provisions for LID should take into 
account site conditions, access and long-term maintenance.   

v. If the Permittee chooses to allow construction sites to apply the “Erosivity Waiver” 
in Appendix 1, Minimum Requirement #2, the ordinance or regulatory mechanism 
shall include appropriate, escalating enforcement sanctions for construction sites 
that provide notice to the Permittee of their intention to apply the waiver but do not 
meet the requirements (including timeframe restrictions, limits on activities that 
result in non-stormwater discharges, and implementation of appropriate BMPs to 
prevent violations of water quality standards) to qualify for the waiver. 

b. The program shall include a permitting process with plan review, inspection and 
enforcement capability to meet the standards listed in (i) through (iv) below, for both 
private and public projects, using qualified personnel (as defined in Definitions and 
Acronyms). At a minimum, this program shall be applied to all sites that disturb a land 
area 1 acre or greater, including projects less than one acre that are part of a larger 
common plan of the development or sale. The process shall be in place no later than 
thirty months from the effective date of this Permit.   
i. Except as provided in S5.C.4.b.vii. below, review of all stormwater site plans for 

proposed development activities.  
ii.   Except as provided in S5.C.4.b.vii. below, inspect, prior to clearing and 

construction, all known development sites that have a high potential for sediment 
transport as determined through plan review based on definitions and requirements 
in Appendix 7 Identifying Construction Site Sediment Transport Potential.   

iii. Except as provided in S5.C.4.b.vii. below, inspect all known permitted development 
sites during construction to verify proper installation and maintenance of required 
erosion and sediment controls.  Enforce as necessary based on the inspection.   

iv. Inspect all permitted development sites upon completion of construction and prior to 
final approval or occupancy to ensure proper installation of permanent stormwater 
controls such as stormwater facilities and structural BMPs.  Also, verify a 
maintenance plan is completed and responsibility for maintenance is assigned.  
Enforce as necessary based on the inspection.    

v.   Compliance with the inspection requirements in (ii), (iii) and (iv) above shall be 
determined by the presence and records of an established inspection program 
designed to inspect all sites and achieving at least 95% of scheduled inspections.   

vi. An enforcement strategy shall be developed and implemented to respond to issues of 
non-compliance.  

vii. If the Permittee chooses to allow construction sites to apply the “Erosivity Waiver” 
in Appendix 1, Minimum Requirement #2, the Permittee is not required to review the 
construction stormwater pollution prevention plans as part of the site plan review in 
(i) above, and is not required to perform the construction phase inspections 
identified in (ii) and (iii) above related to construction sites which are eligible for 
the erosivity waiver.  

 c. The program shall include provisions to verify adequate long-term operation and 
maintenance (O&M) of post-construction stormwater facilities and BMPs that are 
permitted and constructed pursuant to (b) above.  These provisions shall be in place no 
later than thirty months from the effective date of this Permit and shall include:  
i. Adoption of an ordinance or other enforceable mechanism that clearly identifies the 

party responsible for maintenance, requires inspection of facilities in accordance 
with the requirements in (ii) through (iv) below, and establishes enforcement 
procedures.  
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ii.  Each Permittee shall establish maintenance standards that are as protective or more 
protective of facility function than those specified in Chapter 4 of Volume V of the 
2005 Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington.  For facilities 
which do not have maintenance standards, the Permittee shall develop a 
maintenance standard.   
(1)  The purpose of the maintenance standard is to determine if maintenance is 

required.  The maintenance standard is not a measure of the facilities required 
condition at all times between inspections.  Exceeding the maintenance 
standard between the period of inspections is not a permit violation.   

(2) Unless there are circumstances beyond the Permittees control, when an 
inspection identifies an exceedence of the maintenance standard, maintenance 
shall be performed:  
• Within 1 year for wet pool facilities and retention/detention ponds.   
• Within 6 months for typical maintenance.  
• Within 9 months for maintenance requiring re-vegetation, and 
• Within 2 years for maintenance that requires capital construction of less 

than $25,000.   
 Circumstances beyond the permittees control include denial or delay of access 

by property owners, denial or delay of necessary permit approvals, and 
unexpected reallocations of maintenance staff to perform emergency work.  For 
each exceedence of the required timeframe, the Permittee must document the 
circumstances and how they were beyond their control.   

iii. Annual inspections of all stormwater treatment and flow control facilities (other 
than catch basins) permitted by the Permittee according to S5.C.4.b. unless there 
are maintenance records to justify a different frequency.   

 Reducing the inspection frequency shall be based on maintenance records of double 
the length of time of the proposed inspection frequency.  In the absence of 
maintenance records, the Permittee may substitute written statements to document a 
specific less frequent inspection schedule.  Written statements shall be based on 
actual inspection and maintenance experience and shall be certified in accordance 
with G19 Certification and Signature. 

iv. Inspections of all new flow control and water quality treatment facilities, including 
catch basins, for new residential developments that are a part of a larger common 
plan of development or sale, every 6 months during the period of heaviest house 
construction (i.e., 1 to 2 years following subdivision approval) to identify 
maintenance needs and enforce compliance with maintenance standards as needed.  

d. The program shall include a procedure for keeping records of inspections and 
enforcement actions by staff, including inspection reports, warning letters, notices of 
violations, and other enforcement records.  Records of maintenance inspections and 
maintenance activities shall be maintained. Permittees shall keep records of all projects 
disturbing more than one acre, and all projects of any size that are part of a common 
plan of development or sale that is greater than one acre that are approved after the 
effective date of this Permit. 

e. The program shall make available copies of the "Notice of Intent for Construction 
Activity" and copies of the "Notice of Intent for Industrial Activity" to representatives of 
proposed new development and redevelopment.   Permittees will continue to enforce local 
ordinances controlling runoff from sites that are also covered by stormwater permits 
issued by Ecology. 
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f. No later than thirty months from the effective date of this Permit, each Permittee shall 
verify that all staff responsible for implementing the program to control stormwater 
runoff from new development, redevelopment, and construction sites, including 
permitting, plan review, construction site inspections, and enforcement, are trained to 
conduct these activities.  Follow-up training shall be provided as needed to address 
changes in procedures, techniques or staffing.  Permittees shall document and maintain 
records of the training provided and the staff trained. 

 
The City of University Place has a program to address site run-off control from new development, 
redevelopment and construction sites.  This program includes the following: 
 

• Adopted surface water mangement regulations:  The City has adopted ordinances that regulate 
water quality, and controlling runoff from new development, redevelopment and construction 
sites.  This portion of the City’s municipal code is attached as Appendix A of the SWMP.  As part 
of these regulations, the City has adopted the King County Surface Water Design Manual (2005). 

 
• Plan Reviews:  The City requires permits and reviews plans for all new development and 

redevelopment projects.  The City also requires permits and reviews plans for any construction 
project that disturbs 20,000 square feet of soil, and for any project that otherwise requires drainage 
review as specified in the King County Surface Water Design Manual. 

 
• Construction Inspections:  The City conducts inspections of all permitted storm drainage and 

erosion/sedimentation control facilities within the City.  
 

• Training:  All personnel in the City conducting construction inspections and/or plan reviews are 
either trained as Certified Erosion and Sedimentation Control Leads or are licensed professional 
engineers registered with the State of Washington. In addition, the City will continue to seek out 
additional training opportunities. 
 

• Post Development Inspections:  The City conducts post development inspections of all permitted 
storm drainage facilities within the City.  

 
• Low Impact Development:  The City’s stormwater regulations contain provisions encouraging 

low impact development. 
 

• Enforcement Provisions:  The City has adopted stringent enforcement provisions for non-
compliance of its stormwater regulations.  These enforcement provisions are attached in Appendix 
A.   
 

• Sensitive Water Bodies:  The City has identified and prioritized the sensitive receiving waters in 
the City.  In addition, the City’s regulations identify specific drainage standards based on the 
drainage basin sensitivity.   
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SECTION 5 
 

POLLUTION PREVENTION AND OPERATIONS AND 
MAINTENANCE FOR MUNICIPAL OPERATIONS PROGRAM 

 
As with the other elements, Ecology developed permit requirements for the pollution prevention (good 
housekeeping) program minimum measure of the federal NPDES Phase II permit program.  The 
following program is based on DOE’s permit requirements. 
 
This measure requires the City to examine and subsequently alter their own actions to help ensure a 
reduction in the amount and type of pollution that: (1) collects on streets, parking lots, open spaces, and 
storage and vehicle maintenance areas and is discharged into local waterways; and (2) results from actions 
such as environmentally damaging land development and flood management practices or maintenance of 
storm sewer systems. 
 
The DOE Phase II permit states that the “Within three years of the effective date of this permit, each 
Permittee shall develop and implement an Operations & Maintenance program that includes a training 
component and has the ultimate goal of preventing or reducing pollutant runoff from municipal 
operations.” 
 
The permit regulations require the permit holder to do the following: 
 

a. Each Permittee shall establish maintenance standards that are as protective, or more 
protective, of facility function than those specified in Chapter 4 of Volume V of the 
Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington.  For facilities which do not 
have maintenance standards, the Permittee shall develop a maintenance standard.   
 i. The purpose of the maintenance standard is to determine if maintenance is required.  

The maintenance standard is not a measure of the facilities required condition at all 
times between inspections.  Exceeding the maintenance standard between 
inspections and/or maintenance is not a permit violation.   

ii. Unless there are circumstances beyond the Permittees control, when an inspection 
identifies an exceedence of the maintenance standard, maintenance shall be 
performed:  

• Within 1 year for wet pool facilities and retention/detention ponds.   
• Within 6 months for typical maintenance.  
• Within 9 months for maintenance requiring re-vegetation. 
• Within 2 years for maintenance that requires capital construction of less 

than $25,000.   
 Circumstances beyond the permittees control include denial or delay of access by 

property owners, denial or delay of necessary permit approvals, and unexpected 
reallocations of maintenance staff to perform emergency work.  For each exceedence 
of the required timeframe, the Permittee shall document the circumstances and how 
they were beyond their control.   

b. Annual inspection of all municipally owned or operated permanent stormwater treatment 
and flow control facilities, other than catch basins, and taking appropriate maintenance 
actions in accordance with the adopted maintenance standards.  The annual inspection 
requirement may be reduced based on inspection records.   
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 Reducing the inspection frequency shall be based on maintenance records of double the 
length of time of the proposed inspection frequency.  In the absence of maintenance 
records, the Permittee may substitute written statements to document a specific less 
frequent inspection schedule.  Written statements shall be based on actual inspection and 
maintenance experience and shall be certified in accordance with G19 Certification and 
Signature. 

c. Spot checks of potentially damaged permanent treatment and flow control facilities (other 
than catch basins) after major (greater than 24-hour-10-year recurrence interval 
rainfall) storm events.  If spot checks indicate widespread damage/maintenance needs, 
inspect all stormwater treatment and flow control facilities that may be affected.  Conduct 
repairs or take appropriate maintenance action in accordance with maintenance 
standards established above, based on the results of the inspections. 

d. Inspection of all catch basins and inlets owned or operated by the Permittee at least once 
before the end of the Permit term.  Clean catch basins if the inspection indicates cleaning 
is needed to comply with maintenance standards established in the 2005 Stormwater 
Management Manual for Western Washington.   Decant water shall be disposed of in 
accordance with Appendix 6 Street Waste Disposal.  

 Inspections may be conducted on a “circuit basis” whereby a sampling of catch basins 
and inlets within each circuit is inspected to identify maintenance needs.  Include in the 
sampling an inspection of the catch basin immediately upstream of any system outfall.  
Clean all catch basins within a given circuit at one time if the inspection sampling 
indicates cleaning is needed to comply with maintenance standards established under 
S5.C.4.c., above.   

 As an alternative to inspecting catch basins on a “circuit basis,” the Permittee may 
inspect all catch basins, and clean only catch basins where cleaning is needed to comply 
with maintenance standards.  

e.    Compliance with the inspection requirements in a, b, c and d above shall be determined 
by the presence of an established inspection program designed to inspect all sites and 
achieving inspection of  95% of all sites.   

f. Establishment and implementation of practices to reduce stormwater impacts associated 
with runoff from streets, parking lots, roads or highways owned or maintained by the 
Permittee, and road maintenance activities conducted by the Permittee.  The following 
activities shall be addressed: 

• Pipe cleaning 
• Cleaning of culverts that convey stormwater in ditch systems 
• Ditch maintenance 
• Street cleaning 
• Road repair and resurfacing, including pavement grinding 
• Snow and ice control 
• Utility installation  
• Pavement striping maintenance 
• Maintaining roadside areas, including vegetation management 
• Dust control 

g. Establishment and implementation of policies and procedures to reduce pollutants in 
discharges from all lands owned or maintained by the Permittee and subject to this 
Permit, including but not limited to: parks, open space, road right-of-way, maintenance 
yards, and stormwater treatment and flow control facilities.  These policies and 
procedures shall address, but are not limited to: 
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• Application of fertilizer, pesticides, and herbicides including the development of 
nutrient management and integrated pest management plans. 

• Sediment and erosion control. 
• Landscape maintenance and vegetation disposal. 
• Trash management. 
• Building exterior cleaning and maintenance. 

h. Develop and implement an on-going training program for employees of the Permittee 
whose construction, operations or maintenance job functions may impact stormwater 
quality.  The training program shall address the importance of protecting water quality, 
the requirements of this Permit, operation and maintenance standards, inspection 
procedures, selecting appropriate BMPs, ways to perform their job activities to prevent 
or minimize impacts to water quality, and procedures for reporting water quality 
concerns, including potential illicit discharges.  Follow-up training shall be provided as 
needed to address changes in procedures, techniques or requirements.  Permittees shall 
document and maintain records of training provided.     

i. Development and implementation of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 
for all heavy equipment maintenance or storage yards, and material storage facilities 
owned or operated by the Permittee in areas subject to this Permit that are not required 
to have coverage under the Industrial Stormwater General Permit.  Implementation of 
non-structural BMPs shall begin immediately after the pollution prevention plan is 
developed.  A schedule for implementation of structural BMPs shall be included in the 
SWPPP.  Generic SWPPPs that can be applied at multiple sites may be used to comply 
with this requirement. The SWPPP shall include periodic visual observation of 
discharges from the facility to evaluate the effectiveness of the BMP.   

j.  Records of inspections and maintenance or repair activities conducted by the Permittee shall be 
maintained in accordance with S9 Reporting Requirements.   

 
 

The City of University Place has developed a operations and maintenance program that  
 

1) Identifies maintenance standards for drainage facilities.(see Appendix B) 
2) Includes a SWPPP for our maintenance facility (see Appendix E) 
3) Established an active IDDE program to protect water quality.  Within the program track illicit 

discharges and insure field staff training in elimination is conducted annually. (see Appendix D) 
4) Established a program that all municipal facilities are inspected annually. 
5) Insures all field staff is trained in ESA track trainings and CESCL certified train our supervisors 

and inspectors. 
6) Implement practices to reduce storm water impacts associated with public streets and public 

property. 
7) Adopted maintenance standards as protective or more than those indicated in the DOE manual. 
8) Developed a watershed and outfall inventory that identifies all primary outfalls of the City’s 

stormwater conveyance system (see Appendix F) 
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SECTION 6 
 

MONITORING PLAN 
 
The City of University Place has elected to pay into Ecology’s collective funds to meet its monitoring 
requirements. 
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SECTION 7 
 

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
 

The following requirements shall be met: 
A. No later than March 31 of each year beginning in 2015, each Permittee shall submit an 

annual report.  The reporting period for the first annual report will be from January 1, 2014 
through December 31, 2014.  The reporting period for all subsequent annual reports will be 
the previous calendar year unless otherwise specified. 
Permittees must submit annual reports electronically using Ecology’s Water Quality 

Permitting Portal (WQWebPortal) available on Ecology’s Website unless otherwise 
directed by Ecology. 

 
B. Each Permittee is required to keep all records related to this permit and the SWMP for at least 

five years.   
C.  Each Permittee shall make all records related to this permit and the Permittee’s SWMP 

available to the public at reasonable times during business hours.  The Permittee will provide 
a copy of the most recent annual report to any individual or entity, upon request. 

1. A reasonable charge may be assessed by the Permittee for making photocopies of 
records. 

2. The Permittee may require reasonable advance notice of intent to review records 
related to this Permit. 

E.  The annual report for cities, towns, and counties  
 Each annual report shall include the following: 

1. A copy of the Permittee’s current Stormwater Management Program as required by 
S5.A.2. 

2. Submittal of the annual report form as provided by Ecology pursuant to S9.A, describing 
the status of implementation of the requirements of this permit during the reporting 
period.   

3. Attachments to the annual report form including summaries, descriptions, reports, and 
other information as required, or as applicable, to meet the requirements of this permit 
during the reporting period.   

4.   If applicable, notice that the MS4 is relying on another governmental entity to satisfy any 
of the obligations under this permit.   

5.  Certification and signature pursuant to G19.D, and notification of any changes to 
authorization pursuant to G19.C 

6. A notification of any annexations, incorporations or jurisdictional boundary changes 
resulting in an increase or decrease in the Permittee’s geographic area of permit 
coverage during the reporting period.  

 
The City of University Place will produce an annual report that meets these guidelines. 
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UNIVERSITY PLACE  
PERMITTING & STORMWATER REGULATIONS 

UPMC 12.10, 13.05 and UPMC 13.25 
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Chapter 12.10 
WATER QUALITY STANDARDS  

Sections: 

12.10.010    Purpose. 

12.10.020    Definitions. 

12.10.030    Discharges into city of University Place waters. 

12.10.040 Stormwater Manual Adopted. 

12.10.050    Best management practices. 

12.10.060    Administration. 

12.10.070 Inspections. 

12.10.080    Hazards. 

12.10.090    Enforcement. 

12.10.100    Civil penalties. 

12.10.110    Criminal penalty. 

12.10.120 Discharges of pollutants into municipal separate storm sewer system – Liability for Expenses 

12.10.130    Private wells prohibited. 

12.10.140    Construction – Intent. 
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12.10.010 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to protect the city’s surface and ground water quality by providing minimum 
requirements for reducing and controlling the discharge of contaminants. The city council recognizes that water 
quality degradation can result either directly from one discharge or through the collective impact of many small 
discharges. Therefore, this chapter prohibits the discharge of contaminants into surface and storm water and 
ground water, and outlines preventive measures to restrict contaminants from entering such waters. These 
measures include the implementation of best management practices (BMPs) by the residents of the city of 
University Place. 

The city council finds this chapter is necessary to protect the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the city 
of University Place and the integrity of the city’s resources for the benefit of all by: minimizing or eliminating water 
quality degradation; preserving and enhancing the suitability of waters for recreation, fishing, and other beneficial 
uses; and preserving and enhancing the aesthetic quality and biotic integrity of the water. The city council 
recognizes that implementation of this chapter is required under the federal Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et 
seq. In meeting the intent of the Clean Water Act, the city council also recognizes the importance of maintaining 
economic viability while providing necessary environmental protection and believes this chapter helps achieve both 
goals.  

 

12.10.020 Definitions. 

The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and enforcement of this chapter: 

A. “AKART” means an acronym for “all known, available, and reasonable methods of prevention, control, and 
treatment.” AKART shall represent the most current methodology that can be reasonably required for preventing, 
controlling, or abating the pollutants associated with a discharge. 

B. “Best management practices” or “BMPs” mean the schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices, maintenance 
procedures, and reasonable physical, structural, managerial, or behavioral activities that, when used singly or in 
combination, prevent or reduce the release of pollutants or other adverse impacts to surface and/or ground waters 
of the State. 

C. “Chapter” means this chapter and any administrative rules and regulations adopted to implement this chapter. 

D. “City” means the city of University Place. 

E. “Clean Water Act” means 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq., as amended. 

F. “Department” means the city of University Place public works department, or other department designated by the 
City Manager. 

G. “Director” means the city of University Place public works department director, or other person designated by the 
City Manager, or any duly authorized representatives of the directors. 

H. “Discharge” means to throw, drain, release, dump, spill, empty, emit, or pour forth any matter to flow, run, or 
seep from land or be thrown, drained, released, dumped, spilled, emptied, emitted, or poured into  the City’s 
municipal separate storm seweries or waters of the State. 

I. “Ground water” means all waters that exist beneath the land surface or beneath the bed of any stream, lake, or 
reservoir, or other body of surface water, whatever may be the geological formation or structure in which such 
water stands or flows, percolates or otherwise moves. 
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J. “Hypercholorinated” means water that contains more than 10 mg/Liter chlorine.  Disinfection of water mains and 
appurtenances requires a chlorine residual of 10 mg/L at the end of the disinfection period. This level is well above 
the Maximum Residual disinfectant Level of an annual average of 4 mg/Liter chlorine for potable water. 

K. “Illicit connection” means any man-made conveyance that is connected to the City’s municipal separate storm 
sewer without a permit, excluding roof drains and other similar type connections.  Examples include sanitary sewer 
connections, floor drains, channels, pipelines, conduits, inlets, or outlets that are connected directly to the municipal 
separate storm sewer system. 

L. “Illicit discharge” means any direct or indirect discharge to a municipal separate storm sewer that is not 
composed entirely of storm water except discharges expressly allowed by this Chapter 

M.  “King County Surface Water Design Manual” (“KCSWDM”) means the City’s adopted Storm Water Manual that 
sets forth the drainage and erosion control requirements, BMPs, design, and maintenance procedures and 
guidance for stormwater management. 

N. “Low Impact Development (LID)” means a stormwater management and land development strategy applied at 
the parcel and subdivision scale that emphasizes conservation and use of on-site natural features integrated with 
engineered, small-scale hydrologic controls to more closely mimic pre-development hydrologic functions. 

O.  Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) means a conveyance, or a system of conveyances, (including 
roads with stormwater drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, manmade 
channels, or storm drains): 

(i) owned or operated by the City; 
(ii) designed or used for collecting or conveying stormwater; 
(iii) which is not a combined sewer; and 
(iv) which is not part of a publicly owned treatment works as defined at 40CFR 122.2. 

P. “National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System” or “NPDES” means the national program for issuing, 
modifying, revoking, and reissuing, terminating, monitoring and enforcing permits, and imposing and enforcing 
pretreatment requirements, under sections 307, 402, 318, and 405 of the Federal Clean Water Act, for the 
discharge of pollutants to surface waters of the state from point sources.  These permits are referred to as NPDES 
permits and, in Washington State, are administered by the Washington Department of Ecology.  The City’s NPDES 
permit means the Western Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit issued by the Department of 
Ecology. 

Q.  “Non-Stormwater Discharge” means any discharge to the storm drainage system that is not composed entirely 
of storm water.  Examples include but are not limited to sanitary wastewater, laundry wastewater, noncontact 
cooling water, vehicle wash wastewater, radiator flushing wastewater, spills from roadway accidents, improperly 
disposed motor oil, solvents, lubricants, and paints. 

R.  “Notice of Intent” means the application forms for coverage under the Baseline General Permit for stormwater 
discharges associated with industrial activities. 

S. “Person” means an individual, their agents or assigns, municipality; political subdivision; government  agency; 
partnership; corporation; business; or any other entity. 

T. “Pollution” means such contamination, or other alteration of the physical, chemical, or biological properties of 
surface waters including change in temperature, taste, color, turbidity, or odor of the waters, or such discharge of 
any liquid, gas, solid, radioactive, or other substance into any surface waters as will or is likely to create a nuisance 
or render such waters harmful, detrimental or injurious to the public health, safety, or welfare or to domestic, 
commercial, industrial, agricultural, recreational, or other legitimate beneficial uses of the water or to livestock, wild 
animals, birds, fish, or other aquatic life.  

U. “Source control BMP” means a BMP to prevent contaminants from entering surface and storm water and/or 
ground water including the modification of processes to eliminate the production or use of contaminants. Source 
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control BMPs can be either structural or nonstructural. Structural source control BMPs involve the construction of a 
physical structure on-site, or other type of physical modification to a site; for example, building a covered storage 
area. A nonstructural source control BMP involves the modification or addition of managerial or behavioral 
practices; for example, using less toxic alternatives to current products or sweeping parking lots. 

V. “State waste discharge permit” means an authorization, license, or equivalent control document issued by the 
Washington State Department of Ecology in accordance with Chapter 173-216 WAC. 

W. “Storm water manual” or “manual” means the manual and supporting documents as appropriate describing best 
management practices, design, maintenance, procedures, and guidance for stormwater management which has 
been adopted by the City. 

X. “Stormwater Drainage Facility” means the facilities, including the City’s municipal separate storm sewer system, 
by which storm water is collected and /or conveyed, including but not limited to any roads with drainage , municipal 
streets, gutters, curbs, inlets, piped storm drains, pumping facilities, retention and detention basins, natural and 
human-made or altered drainage channels, reservoirs, and other drainage structures. Storm drainage systems may 
be both public and private. 

Y. ““Storm water” means water runoff during and following precipitation and snowmelt events, including surface 
runoff and drainage.  

Z. “Treatment BMP” means a BMP intended to remove contaminants once they are already contained in storm 
water. Examples of treatment BMPs include oil/water separators, biofiltration swales, and wet-settling basins.  

12.10.030 Discharges into City of University Place waters. 

A. Illicit Discharges Prohibited. 

1. It is unlawful for any person to make any illicit discharge or to discharge anypollution or contaminants into the 
City’s MS4 or waters of the State except as provided by this Chapter. Contaminants include, but are not limited to, 
the following: 

a. Trash or debris; 

b. Construction materials; 

c. Petroleum products including but not limited to oil, gasoline, grease, fuel oil, heating oil; 

d. Antifreeze and other automotive products; 

e. Metals in either particulate or dissolved form; 

f. Flammable or explosive materials; 

g. Radioactive material; 

h. Batteries; 

i. Acids, alkalis, or bases; 

j. Paints, stains, resins, lacquers, or varnishes; 

k. Degreasers and/or solvents; 

l. Drain cleaners; 
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m. Pesticides, herbicides, or fertilizers; 

n. Steam cleaning wastes; 

o. Soaps, detergents, or ammonia; 

p. Swimming pool or spa filter backwash (diatomaceous earth); 

q. Chlorine, bromine, and other disinfectants; 

r. Heated water; 

s. Domestic animal wastes; 

t. Sewage; 

u. Recreational vehicle waste; 

v. Animal carcasses; 

w. Food wastes; 

x. Bark and other fibrous materials; 

y. Collected lawn clippings, leaves, or branches; 

z. Silt, sediment, concrete, cement, or gravel;  

aa. Dyes (except as stated in subsection (C)(1) of this section); 

bb. Chemicals, not normally found in uncontaminated water;  

cc.  any other process associated discharge except as otherwise allowed under this Chapter. 

dd. Any hazardous material or waste, not listed above. 

2. Illicit Connections. The construction, use, maintenance, or continued existence of an illicit connection to convey 
storm water or illicit dischargesto the City’s MS4 or waters of the State is prohibited.   This prohibition expressly 
includes, without limitation, illicit connections made in the past, regardless of whether the connection was 
permissible under law or practices applicable or prevailing at the time of connection. 

B. Allowable Discharges. The following types of discharges shall not be considered illicit discharges for the purpose 
of this chapter unless the director determines that the type of discharge, whether singly or in combination with 
others, is causing or likely to cause significant contamination of surface water or ground water: 

1. Diverted stream flows, 
2. Rising ground waters, 
3. Uncontaminated ground water infiltration as defined in 40 CFR 35.2005(20), 
4. Uncontaminated pumped ground water, 
5. Foundation drains, 
6. Air conditioning condensation, 
7. Irrigation water from agricultural sources that is comingled with urban stormwater, 
8. Springs, 
9. Water from crawl space pumps, 
10. Footing drains, 
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11. Flows from riparian habitats and wetlands, 
12. Discharges from emergency fire fighting activities. 

C. Conditional Discharges.  The following types of discharges shall not be considered an illicit discharge for the 
purposes of this chapter so long as the conditions stated in this section are met, and unless the director determines 
that the type of discharge, whether singly or in combination with others, is causing or is likely to cause significant 
contamination of surface water or ground water: 

1. Potable water, including water from water line flushing, hyperchlorinated water line flushing, fire hydrant 
system flushing, and pipeline hydrostatic test water.  Planned discharges shall be dechlorinated to a 
concentration of 0.1 ppm or less, pH-adjusted if necessary and in volumes and velocities controlled to 
prevent re-suspension of sediments in the stormwater system. 

2. Lawn watering and other irrigation runoff, if minimized to the extent possible. 
3. Dye testing, upon notification to the Department at least one day in advance. 
4. Dechlorinated swimming pool discharges.  Planned discharges shall be dechlorinated to a concentration of 

0.1 ppm or less, pH-adjusted if necessary and in volumes and velocities controlled to prevent re-
suspension of sediments in the stormwater system. 

5. Street and sidewalk wash water, water used to control dust, and routine external building wash so long as 
there is no use of detergents and runoff is minimized to the extent possible.  At active construction sites, 
street sweeping must be performed prior to washing the street. 

6. Non-stormwater discharges covered by another NPDES permit so long as the permittee is in full 
compliance with all requirements of the permit, waiver, order, or other applicable laws. 

7. Other non-stormwater discharges so long as the discharges are in compliance with a City approved 
stormwater pollution prevention plan. 

8. Emergency response activities or other actions that must be undertaken immediately to avoid an imminent 
threat to public health or safety, so long as the person responsible for the emergency response activities 
can demonstrate that all steps were taken to ensure that the discharges resulting from such activities are 
minimized to the greatest extent possible. In addition, this person shall evaluate BMPs and the site plan, 
where applicable, to minimize recurrence. 

 

 

12.10.040  Stormwater Manual Adopted. 

The King County Surface Water Design Manual, the King County Stormwater Pollution Prevention Manual, and all 
associated documents referenced in UPMC 13.25.120(A) herein are hereby adopted as the City’s Stormwater 
Manual and are hereby incorporated fully into this Chapter by this reference.  

12.10.050 Best management practices. 

A. Best Management Practices. 

1. The KCSWDM presents the BMPs and the standards and procedures for existing facilities and activities and for 
new development activities not covered by the city’sPublic Works Code. The manual describes the types of 
regulated activities; the types of contaminants generated by each activity, and the contaminant’s effect on water 
quality; the required source control BMPs and available treatment BMPs; and a schedule for BMP implementation. 

2.  Property owners are responsible for the maintenance, operation and repair of stormwater facilities and the 
BMPs within their property.  Property owners shall maintain, operate and repair these facilities in compliance with 
the requirements of this Chapter and the City’s stormwater manual.  

3. The Director shall apply and implement the BMPs within the KCSWDM as follows.  The director shall first require 
the implementation of non-structural source control BMPs. If these are not sufficient to prevent contaminants from 
entering surface and storm water or ground water, the director may require implementation of structural source 
control BMPs or of treatment BMPs, utilizing AKART.  
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B. Exemptions. 

1. Persons implementing BMPs through another federal, state or local program will not be required to implement 
the BMPs prescribed in the city’s stormwater manual, unless the director determines the alternative BMPs to be 
ineffective at reducing the discharge or contaminants. If the other program requires the development of a plan, the 
person shall make their plan available to the city upon request. Persons who qualify for exemptions include, but are 
not limited to, persons who are: 

a. Required to obtain a general or individual NPDES permit for storm water discharges from the Washington State 
Department of Ecology; 

b. Implementing and maintaining, as scheduled, a Pierce County conservation district- approved farm management 
plan; 

c. Permitted under a Washington State Department of Ecology NPDES general or individual permit for commercial 
dairy operations; 

d. Implementing BMPs in compliance with the city’s zoning ordinance – development standards: animals, home 
occupation, home industry; 

e. Implementing BMPs in compliance with the management program of the county’s municipal NPDES permit; 

f. Engaged in forest practices, with the exception of Class IV, and Class IV-A special general forest practices. This 
section will apply to Class IV general forest practices occurring on lands platted after January 1, 1960, or on lands 
being converted to another use, or where the activity is taking place in areas designated by the Washington State 
Department of Natural Resources as “lands with a likelihood of future conversion”; or regulatory authority is 
otherwise provided to local government by RCW 76.09.240; or  

g. Identified by the director as being exempt from this section. 

2. Persons conducting normal single-family residential activities will not be required to implement the BMPs 
prescribed in the city’s manual, unless the director determines that these activities pose a hazard to public health, 
safety, or welfare, endanger any property, or adversely affect the safety and operation of city right-of-way, utilities, 
and/or other property owned or maintained by the city.  

12.10.060 Administration. 

The director is authorized to promulgate and adopt administrative rules and regulations for the purpose of 
implementing and enforcing the provisions of this chapter. The director will coordinate the implementation and 
enforcement of this chapter with other public entities as applicable. 

 

12.10.070  Inspections. 

A The director is authorized to develop inspection procedures and requirements for all stormwater facilities and to 
make such inspections and take such actions as may be required to enforce the provisions of this chapter. 

B The director is authorized enter at all reasonable times in or upon any property to inspect the property and the 
storm water facility, observe best management practices, review maintenance records, or examine or sample 
surface and storm water or ground water as often as may be necessary to determine compliance with this chapter. 
Prior to such entry, the director shall obtain permission to enter the premises unless a hazard exists as set forth in 
12.10.060. If entry is refused the City shall have recourse via every remedy provided by law to secure entry. 

C When the director has reason to believe that any person is violating this chapter, the director may require the 
violator to sample and analyze any discharge, surface and storm water, ground water, and/or sediment, in 
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accordance with sampling and analytical procedures or requirements determined by the director. If the violator is 
required to complete this sampling and analysis, a copy of the analysis shall be provided to the department. 

12.10.080 Hazards. 

Whenever the director determines that any violation of this chapter poses a hazard to public health, safety, or 
welfare, endangers any property, or adversely affects the safety and operation of city right-of-way, utilities, and/or 
other property owned or maintained by  the city, the person holding title to the subject property, and/or other person 
or agent in control of said property, upon receipt of notice in writing from the director shall within the period 
specified therein address the cause of the hazardous situation in conformance with the requirements of this 
chapter. 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, whenever it appears to the director that conditions covered by 
this chapter exist requiring immediate action to protect the public health and/or safety, the director is authorized to 
enter at all times in or upon any such property, public or private, for the purpose of inspecting, investigating, and 
correcting such emergency conditions. The director may without prior notice issue an emergency order for the 
immediate discontinuance of any activity leading to the emergency condition, including but not limited to, 
suspending and discontinuing the access to the City’s MS4.  

12.10.090 Enforcement. 

A. The Director is authorized to carry out enforcement actions pursuant to the enforcement and penalty provisions 
of this chapter and Chapter 1.20 UPMC. The director is authorized to enforce against prohibited illicit discharges, 
prohibited illicit connections, and other violations of this chapter.  

B. The Director shall gain compliance with this chapter by requiring the implementation of operational BMPs and, 
when necessary, AKART. The director shall initially rely on education and informational assistance as much as 
possible to gain compliance with this chapter, unless the director determines a violation is a result of an intentional 
act or poses a hazard as defined in UPMC 12.10.060. 

C.  The Director may order the correction or discontinuance of any unsafe condition or operation or correction of 
any violation of this Chapter.  Any order issued by the Director may be appealed to the City’s Hearings Examiner 
within 14 days of the order in accordance with the provisions of UPMC 1.20.  Such an appeal does not stay the 
requirement to comply with the order, and in particular any emergency order issued under UPMC 12.10.080. 

D.  In addition to or in the alternative to a correction order or civil infraction, the Director may issue a Notice of Civil 
Violation for a violation of this Chapter with a penalty of up to $10,000, based upon the factors set forth in 
UPMC 12.10.100.   

E.  In addition to or in the alternative to a correction order or Notice of Civil Violation, the Director may issue a civil 
infraction for a violation of this Chapter, with a penalty in an amount of $100 per violation for minor violations, and 
$1,000 per violation for significant violations.  Each day the violation shall continue shall constitute a separate 
violation.  A minor violation shall be one in which the damage or risk to the public or water quality is low and the 
violator acted unknowingly or in good faith.  A significant violation is one in which the damage or risk to the public or 
water quality is great or is a repeat violation or the violator acted in bad faith. 

.F. In addition to any other penalty or method of enforcement, the prosecuting attorney may bring actions for 
injunctive or other relief to enforce this Chapter.  

12.10.100 Civil penalties. 

The enforcement provisions for water quality are intended to encourage compliance with this chapter. To achieve 
this, violators will be required to take corrective action and comply with the requirements of this chapter, and may 
be required to pay a civil penalty for the redress of ecological, recreational, and economic values lost or damaged 
due to the unlawful action. 
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A. The provisions in this section are in addition to and not in lieu of any other penalty, sanction or right of action 
provided by law. 

B. Any person in violation of this chapter may be subject to civil penalties assessed as follows: 

An amount, not to exceed $10,000, that is reasonable based upon the nature and gravity of the violation, the cost to 
the City of enforcing this Chapter against the violator, and the economic benefit derived from the violation by the 
violator. 

C. Any person who, through an act of commission or omission, aids or abets in a violation shall be considered to 
have committed the violation for the purposes of the civil penalty. 

D. Each violator is jointly and severally liable for a violation of this chapter. The director may take enforcement 
action, in whole or in part, against any violator or against each violator. The decisions whether to take enforcement 
action, what type of action to take, and which person to take action against, are all entirely within the director’s 
discretion. Factors to be used in taking such enforcement actions and determining equitable allocation of damages, 
costs, and expenses shall be: 

1. Awareness of the violation; 

2. Ability to correct the violation; 

3. Cooperation with government agencies; 

4. Degree of impact or potential threat to water or sediment quality, human health or safety, or the environment. 

E. Penalties may be reduced based upon one or more of the other following mitigating factors: 

1. The person responded to city attempts to contact the person and cooperated with efforts to correct the violation; 

2. The person showed due diligence and/or substantial progress in correcting the violation; or 

3. An unknown person was the primary cause of the violation. 

Payment of a monetary penalty pursuant to this chapter does not relieve the person of the duty to correct the 
violation. 

F. All civil penalties recovered during the enforcement of this chapter shall be deposited into the surface water 
management fund and shall be used for the protection of surface and storm water or ground water as set forth in 
this chapter, through education or enhanced implementation.  

12.10.110 Criminal penalty. 

Any willful violation of an order issued pursuant to UPMC 12.10.080 or 12.10.090 for which a criminal penalty is not 
prescribed by state law is a misdemeanor.  

12.10.120  Discharges of pollutants into municipal separate storm sewer system—Liability for expenses. 

Any person responsible for any pollutant discharge into the City’s municipal separate storm sewer system who fails 
to immediately collect, remove, contain, treat, or disperse such pollutant materials at the director’s request is 
responsible for the necessary expenses incurred by the City in carrying out the abatement of the pollution, including 
the collection, removal, containment, treatment, or disposal of such materials.  
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12.10.130 Private wells prohibited. 

Except for the replacement of an existing non-contaminated water well, no person shall hereafter drill or install, or 
cause to be drilled, a nonpublic domestic water supply well, as defined in Chapter 173.160 WAC (Minimum 
Standards for Construction and Maintenance of Wells), within the following area located within the city of University 
Place: the area bounded by Orchard Street to the east; by 44th Street West, if extended, (and also the city limits at 
this location) to the north; by Cirque Drive to the south; and by Leach Creek on the west. Any replacement well 
must comply with all state and local laws and regulations and must be tested for the presence of landfill 
contaminants as noted in Table 3 of the Tacoma Landfill Consent Decree Scope of Work. 

12.10.140 Construction – Intent. 

This chapter is enacted as an exercise of the City’s power to protect and preserve the public health, safety and 
welfare. Its provision shall be exempted from the rule of strict construction and shall be liberally construed to give 
full effect to the objectives and purposes for which it was enacted. This chapter is not enacted to create or 
otherwise establish or designate any particular class or group of persons who will or should be especially protected 
or benefited by the terms of this chapter. 

The primary obligation of compliance with this chapter is placed upon the person holding title to the property. 
Nothing contained in this chapter is intended to be or shall be construed to create or form a basis for liability for the 
city, the department, its officers, employees or agents for any injury or damage resulting from the failure of the 
person holding title to the property to comply with the provisions of this chapter, or by reason or in consequence of 
any act or omission in connection with the implementation or enforcement of this chapter by the city, department, its 
officers, employees or agents.  
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Article 1.  Title, Purpose & Scope 
 
13.05.110  Title.  Title 13 of the University Place Municipal Code (UPMC) shall be known as the 
University Place Public Works Code, may be cited as such and will be referred to herein as “this Code”.  
“This Code” shall also include other provisions of the UPMC that are referenced herein. 
 
13.05.120  Purpose.  The purposes of this Code are (1) to establish standards for public and private 
improvements to real property; (2) to ensure reasonable and safe development of property; (3) to protect 
the health, safety, welfare and property of the public; (4) to establish street vacation procedures and to 
implement the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 
 
13.05.130  Scope.  This Code establishes the standards for the construction, improvement and 
maintenance of transportation and storm drainage facilities, utilities, grading and clearing, emergency 
vehicle access, and related amenities, whether such activities occur in public rights of way or on private 
lands.  Further, this Code establishes procedures to administer these standards. 
 
13.05.140  Provisions of this Title Not  Exclusive.  Other provisions of the UPMC apply to the 
development or improvement to real property.  The provisions of Title 13 are not exclusive.   

Page 33 
 



Article 2.  Definitions  
 
13.05.210  General.  For the purpose of this Code, certain terms, phrases, words and their derivatives 
shall be construed as specified in this chapter and elsewhere in this Code where specific definitions are 
provided.  The definition of any words not listed in this Article shall have the meaning given in any other 
Titles of the University Place Municipal Code (UPMC).  Where terms, phrases and words are not defined, 
they shall have their ordinary accepted meanings within the context in which they are used.  Webster’s 
Third New International Dictionary of the English Language, Unabridged, copyright 1986, shall be 
considered as providing ordinary accepted meanings.  Terms, phrases, and words used in the singular 
include the plural and the plural the singular.  Terms, phrases and words used in the masculine gender 
include the feminine and the feminine the masculine. 

13.05.220  Definitions and Terms. 
• Applicant:  The person or entity that applies for a permit or his duly authorized representative.   
• Average Daily Traffic (ADT):  The average number of vehicles passing a specified point during a 

24-hour period. "Annual average daily traffic (AADT)" denotes that daily traffic that is averaged 
over one calendar year. 

• Building:  Any structure used or intended for supporting or sheltering any use or occupancy. 
• Building Code:  The building construction codes as adopted and amended by UPMC Title 14. 
• City:  The City of University Place or its duly authorized representative. 
• Clearing:  The cutting, moving on site, or removal of standing or fallen timber, the removal or 

moving of  stumps on-site; or the cutting or removal of brush, grass, ground cover, or other vegetative 
matter from a site in a way which exposes the earth’s surface of the site.  

• Commercial driveway:  A driveway that is used to provide access to business, multifamily 
complexes, or nonresidential enterprises, including but not limited to sales, service, industry, churches 
or other quasi-public buildings. 

• Critical area: Wetlands, flood hazard areas, fish and wildlife habitat areas, aquifer recharge areas, 
geologically hazardous areas and associated buffer areas. 

• Development:  Any manmade change to improved or unimproved real estate including but not 
limited to buildings or the structures, placement of manufactured home/mobile home, mining, 
dredging, clearing, filling, grading, stockpiling, paving, excavation, drilling or the subdivision of 
property. 

• Director:  The City of University Place Development Services Director or duly authorized 
representative.   

• Drainage Course:  The natural or constructed path of surface water. 
• Driveway:  A vehicular access connecting a development to a street.    
• Driveway approach:  That portion of  a driveway located in the right-of-way.   
• Easement:  A grant of an interest in land by the property owner for a specific use by another person, 

entity, or for the public in general.   
• Emergency vehicle access:  An access way to real property for emergency vehicles.   
• Engineer:  Any Washington State licensed professional engineer 
• Engineer of Record:  The licensed professional engineer designated by the applicant as the 

responsible engineer for the project. 
• Facility:  A building or use in a fixed location.  
• Grading:  Any excavating or filling or combination thereof. 
• Grubbing:  The digging up of unwanted vegetative matter from a site including but not limited to 

sod, stumps, roots, buried logs, or other debris.  The action of grubbing exposes the surface of the 
earth such that it is susceptible to erosion. 
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• Horizon year:  The year in which future conditions are to be evaluated. 
• Landslide and erosion hazard area:  Areas that are potentially subject to risk of mass movement or 

severe erosion due to combination of geologic, topographic, and hydrologic factors. 
• Level of service (LOS):  A qualitative measure describing operational conditions within a traffic 

stream, based on service measures such as speed and travel time, freedom to maneuver, traffic 
interruptions, comfort, and convenience. 

• Major improvement:  All improvements to a structure (excluding normal maintenance and repair 
and life/safety improvements) which within a twelve-month period exceeds a cumulative value of 
twenty-five percent of the assessed value of the structure.  The value of the structure shall be 
conclusively determined from the current records of the Pierce County's Assessor's Office. 

• Parcel:   Any portion, piece, or division of land, fractional part or subdivision of block, according to 
plat or survey.   

• Project:  A general term encompassing all phases of the work to be performed.  A “project” is 
synonymous with "improvement" or "work".  A project may entail work on one or more parcels of 
land. 

• Residential driveway:  A driveway that is used to provide access to a single-family residence. 
• Right-of-way:  All public streets and property granted or reserved for, or dedicated to, public use for 

street and storm drainage purposes, walkways, sidewalks, bikeways and horse trails, whether 
improved or unimproved, including the air rights, subsurface rights and easements related thereto.   

• Sensitive area:  Critical areas or Shorelines of the State. 
• Shared driveway:  A driveway used to provide access to two dwelling units. 
• Street:  A facility providing public or private access. Streets include the traveled way and all other 

improvements within the right-of-way or easement.  The term “street” is used interchangeably with 
the term “road”. 

• Street frontage:  The distance between the two points where the lot lines of a parcel intersect the 
boundary of a street right-of-way or easement. 

• Structure:  Anything that is built or constructed, an edifice or building of any kind, or any piece of 
work artificially built up or composed of parts joined together in some definite manner. 

• Substandard Street:  A street that is not constructed in conformance with the City’s design 
standards. 

• Tract:  Any parcel of land, lot, building site, or contiguous combination thereof under common 
ownership.   

• Traffic signal warrants:  A list of criteria that establish the need to install a traffic signal as outlined 
in the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal 
Highway Administration.  

• Utility Provider:  Any public or private entity providing  public services including, but not limited to: 
natural gas, oil, electric power, street lighting, telephone, telegraph, telecommunications, water, sewer, 
storm drainage, or cable television. 

• Wetlands:  Those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and 
duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of 
vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.  Wetlands generally include swamps, 
marshes, bogs, and similar areas.  Wetlands generally do not include those artificial wetlands 
intentionally created from non-wetland sites, including, but not limited to, irrigation and drainage 
ditches, grass-lined swales, canals, detention facilities, wastewater treatment facilities, farm ponds, 
and landscape amenities.  However, wetlands may include those artificial wetlands intentionally 
created from non-wetland areas created to mitigate conversion of wetlands, if permitted by the City. 
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Article 3.  Standard Specifications, Guidelines and Regulations 
 
13.05.310  Standard Specifications.  Except as otherwise provided in this Code, design, detail, 
workmanship, and materials shall be in accordance with the current edition of the Washington State 
Department of Transportation "Standard Specifications for Road, Bridge and Municipal Construction" 
(referred to hereafter as the Standard Specifications), and the "Standard Plans for Road, Bridge and 
Municipal Construction".  These documents are hereby adopted as part of this Code. 

 
13.05.320  Adopted Guidelines and Regulations.   
 
A. The most current version of the following guidelines and standards are hereby adopted as part of this 

Code.  The design detail, workmanship and materials for all projects constructed under this Code shall 
meet the following guidelines and standards.   In case of a conflict among standards, the Director shall 
determine which standard shall govern.   

 
B. Standards adopted: 
 
1. City of University Place Comprehensive Storm Drainage Plan. 
2. Conditions and standards as set forth in the Pierce County Health Department regulations. 
3. Conditions and standards as set forth in the Pierce Transit regulations. 
4. Conditions and standards as set forth in the University Place Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 
5. King County Surface Water Design Manual. 
6. U.S. Department Transportation Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), as amended 

and approved by Washington State Department of Transportation. 
7. WSDOT Construction Manual as amended and approved by Washington State Department of 

Transportation. 
8. Conditions and Standards adopted by the State of Washington, Department of Labor and Industries. 
9. Traffic Engineering Handbook, Institute of Traffic Engineers. 
10. Highway Capacity Manual, Transportation Research Board.  
11. I.T.E. Trip Generation Manual. 
12. A.A.S.H.T.O., A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets.  
13. King County Road Standards, (for drainage structures, and appurtenances only). 
14. Tacoma Electrical Code. 
15. Roundabouts:  An Informational Guide, Federal Highway Administration. 
16. City of University Place Town Center Overlay Design Standards. 
17. University Place Municipal Code 
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Article 4.  Organization and Enforcement 
 

13.05.405  Authority.   The Director is hereby authorized to interpret and enforce the provisions of this Code 
and all technical codes referenced herein or incorporated by this Code, and to adopt and amend policies 
and rules in order to apply the provisions of this Code, including the “University Place Standard Notes 
and Details” and the “University Place Submittal Requirements” referenced herein. 
 
13.05.410  Conflicting Provisions.  In the case of a conflict between a general requirement and a specific 
requirement under this Code, the specific requirement of this Code shall govern.  In the event of a conflict 
between a general requirement of another Title of the UPMC and a specific requirement of this Code, the 
specific requirement shall govern.   
 
13.05.415  Alternate Materials and Methods.   The provisions of this Code are not intended to prevent 
the use of any material, alternate design or method of construction not specifically prescribed by this 
Code.  The Director may approve alternative materials and methods if, based upon evidence submitted in 
writing by the applicant, the Director determines that the proposed design is satisfactory and complies 
with the provisions of this Code; is based on sound engineering principles; and that the material, method 
or work offered is, for the purpose intended, at least the equivalent of that prescribed in this Code in 
suitability, strength, effectiveness, durability, safety and sanitation.  Any alternative must be reviewed and 
approved in writing by the Director prior to construction.   
 
13.05.420  Modifications.   
 
A. Criteria.  The Director may modify the requirements of this Code after submittal of an application 

and approval of associated information, plans, and/or design data provided by the applicant.  The 
application and associated information shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Director and City 
Engineer that: (1) the requested modification is based upon sound engineering principles, (2) strict 
application of the requirements of this Code would impose an undue hardship on the applicant; (3) 
that the requirements for safety, environmental considerations, function, appearance, and 
maintainability are fully met; (4) granting the modification adequately protects the public health, 
safety, and welfare; and  (5) granting the modification is in the best interest of the public.  

 
B. Application.  All applications for modifications shall be on a form provided by the City.  All 

modifications must be approved by the Director in writing prior to the start of construction. 
 
C. Notification.   
 
1. Whenever the Director determines that a proposed modification has the potential to negatively impact 

surrounding properties, all adjacent property owners will be notified in writing of the application.        
The Director shall notify abutting property owners of the due date for any written comments about the 
application.  The applicant shall be furnished a copy of all written comments from abutting property 
owners that will be considered by the Director in making a decision.  Abutting property owners shall 
be mailed a copy of the decision.   

 
2. The Director may require the notification of additional property owners if he determines they have a 

potential to be negatively impacted.   
 
3. All costs associated with public notification shall be borne by the applicant.  

 

Page 37 
 



D. Fees.  All fees associated with a modification application shall be in accordance with the 
Development Services Fee Resolution.  

 
13.05.425  Right of Entry.  Upon proper presentation of credentials, the Director or any duly authorized 

representative may, with the consent of the owner or occupant of a building, development, or premises, or 
pursuant to a lawfully issued inspection warrant, enter any building, development, or premises to perform 
the duties imposed by this Code.  Any applicant for a permit shall, as a condition of the permit, consent to 
entry of the Director or any duly authorized representative to inspect the building, development, or 
premises for compliance with the terms and conditions of the permit.   In addition, the Director may enter 
any premises in the event of an imminent threat to the public health, safety, or welfare or to protect any 
persons or property.   

 
13.05.430  Stop Work.    
 
A. Issuance.  Whenever any work occurs contrary to the provisions of this Code or there is a threat to the 

public health, safety, welfare, or property, the Director may issue a stop work order.  The stop work 
order shall specify the violation and prohibit any work or other activity at the site until the Director 
authorizes the resumption of work in writing.  The stop work order shall be served in writing to any 
person at the project site or posted prominently on the site in a conspicuous location to be determined 
by the Director.   

 
B. Effect of Stop Work Order.  It shall be unlawful to move, remove or deface any stop work order 

posted by the Director until the Director has authorized removal of the order.  In shall be unlawful for 
any person to fail to comply with a stop work issued by the Director.   

 
13.05.435  Emergency Order.   
 

A. Issuance.  Whenever any work, use, or activity in violation of this Code threatens the public health, 
safety, welfare, or property, the Director may issue an emergency order directing the work, use, or 
activity be discontinued and that the condition causing the threat be corrected.  The emergency order 
shall specify the actions to be taken and the time for compliance.  The emergency order shall be 
served in writing to any person at the project site and posted prominently on the site in a conspicuous 
location to be determined by the Director.   

 
B. Compliance.  It shall be unlawful to move, remove or deface any emergency order posted by the 

Director until the Director has approved, in writing, the corrective action and authorized removal of 
the order.  It shall be unlawful for any person to fail to comply with an emergency order issued by the 
Director.   

 
C. Agreement to Abatement by City.  Any person who obtains a permit issued under this Code agrees 

that the City may abate any condition for which an emergency order has been issued.  The applicant 
shall be financially responsible for all costs incurred by the City in abating the conditions which 
caused the issuance of an emergency order.  

 
13.05.440  Violations.  It is unlawful for any person to do any of the following: 
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A. Perform or cause to be performed any work specified in this Code upon any structure, land, or 
property within the City of University Place without first obtaining a permit or authorization as 
required by this Code;  

 
B. Perform or cause to be performed any work upon any structure, land, or property within the City of 

University Place in a manner not permitted by the terms or conditions of any permit or authorization 
issued pursuant to this Code; 

 
C. Misrepresent any material fact in any application, plans, or other information submitted to the City in 

conjunction with any permit or authorization issued under this Code; 
 

D. Fail to comply with any stop work order, emergency order, or other lawful order issued under this 
Code; 

 
E. Move, remove or deface any sign, notice, or order required by or posted in accordance with this Code; 

 
F. Fail to comply with any provisions of this Code. 

 
13.05.445  Penalties. 
 

A. Any violation of this Code shall be a civil violation subject to the penalties and abatement process set 
forth in UPMC 1.20 as enacted or hereinafter amended. 

   
B. In addition to or as an alternative to any other remedy provided in this section, any person or entity 

violating this Code shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable as provided for in RCW 9A.20.021. 
 

C. Any work carried out contrary to the provisions of this Code shall constitute a public nuisance and 
may be enjoined as provided by state law. 

 
D. In addition to any other remedies provided for herein, the City may commence legal or equitable 

action to prevent, enjoin, abate, or terminate any condition that constitutes or threatens to constitute a 
violation of this Code. 

 
E. Any violation of this Code may be cause for withholding or withdrawing approval of project plans, 

revocation of a permit, suspension of building (or other) inspections, forfeiture of financial guarantees 
submitted to the City, and refusal of the City to accept the work. 

 
13.05.450 Appeals.   

 
A. Right to Appeal.  Any person or entity aggrieved by any decision or order of the Director under this 

Code, except a decision by the Director to seek redress in the courts through either civil or criminal 
remedies, may appeal the decision to the City of University Place Hearing Examiner pursuant to the 
provisions of Title 22 UPMC as enacted or hereafter amended.  Appeals shall be filed in writing with 
the City within 14 days of issuance of the decision.  
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B. Effect of an Appeal.  The filing of an appeal shall not act as a stay of the decision or order.   

 
13.05.455  Severability.  If any part of these regulations shall be found invalid, all other parts shall remain in 

effect. 
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Article 5.  Permits.  
 

13.05.510 General.   
  
A. Permit Required.  It is unlawful for any person to clear land; cut and/or remove trees; grade, and 

stockpile material; or to alter, construct, repair, remove, excavate, place, obstruct, damage or disturb 
any structure, utility, facility or improvement located over, under or upon any property or public 
right-of-way in the City without first having obtained a permit.  It is unlawful for any person to 
interfere with the free use of any public right-of-way in the City without first having obtained a 
permit.  A separate permit shall be obtained for each separate project.  The permits administered 
under this Code are identified in this Article. 

 
B. Licensed Contractor.  All work performed under a permit must be performed by a licensed, 

bonded contractor.  Work on a single family or duplex lot may be performed by the property owner 
if approved by the Director.   

 
C. Permit Fees.  The Development Services Fee Resolution establishes the fees required by this Code.   
 

13.05.520  Site Development Permit. 
 

A. Permit Required.  A site development permit is required for any of the following activities: 
 

1. Clearing 
2. Grading or stockpiling 
3. Constructing or modifying storm drainage facilities or drainage courses  
4. Constructing or modifying roadways (including but not limited to sidewalks, curbs, gutters, bike 

lanes, planter strips, and street lighting) 
5. Creating or modifying impervious surfaces. 
6. Any other activity that the Director determines may impact the right-of-way, adjacent properties, 

and sensitive areas. 
 
B. Permit Exemptions:  A site development permit shall not be required for the activities listed below.  

Properties which are contiguous and in common ownership at any time during the year preceding 
will be considered one tract for the purpose of applying these exemptions.  Any work that is exempt 
from the permitting requirements of this Code still must comply with all other applicable provisions 
of this Code and the UPMC.   

1. Construction, maintenance or repair of public roads or public storm drainage facilities when 
performed by the City. 

2. Any grading activity for which a building permit has been issued.  Only grading activity that is 
reasonably connected to, or required to accomplish the work permitted by, the building permit is 
exempt from a separate permit. 

3. Any grading activity qualifying for a permit exemption in accordance with UPMC Title 14. 
4. Emergency sandbagging, diking, ditching, filling or similar work when done to protect life or 

property. 
5. The clearing of any area less than 20,000 square feet.  This general exemption is not applicable for 

clearing within a sensitive areas. 
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6. Any activity that the Director determines will have negligible impact on the right-of-way, sensitive 
areas, or other properties or persons. 

 
C. Permit Application.  To obtain a site development permit, the applicant must file a written 

application on the form furnished by the City for that purpose.  Any permit application that does not 
comply with this section may be ineligible for review.  The application shall: 

 
1. Identify and describe all work proposed to be covered by the permit. 

 
2. Provide the legal description, street address or other description of the site on which the proposed 

work will be done and specify the location on the site where the proposed work will occur. 
 

3. Identify the use for which the work is intended. 
 

4. Be accompanied by plans, diagrams, computations and specifications and any other data required by 
section D below. 

 
5. Be signed by the applicant, or the applicant’s authorized agent. 

 
6. Provide such other data and information as may reasonably be required by the Director to process 

the application pursuant to the UPMC. 
 

7. Pay the appropriate fees. 
 

8. Identify the Property Owner and the Engineer of Record. 
 

D. Submittal Documents.  Plans, specifications, engineering calculations, diagrams, geotechnical 
reports, storm drainage reports, easements, dedications, special inspection and observation 
programs, and other data required by the Director shall constitute the submittal documents and shall 
be submitted with each application for a permit.  The submittal documents shall be prepared by an 
engineer licensed in the State of Washington unless the Director determines that the nature of the 
work applied for is such that an engineered design is not necessary to obtain compliance with this 
Code.  All submittal documents shall conform to the University Place Submittal Requirements.   

 
1. Plans and Specifications.  Plans and specifications shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the 

location, nature and extent of the work proposed and show in detail that the work proposed will 
conform to this Code and other applicable laws, ordinances, rules and regulations. The plans shall 
include all applicable construction notes and details as provided in the University Place Standard 
Notes and Details.   

 
2. Engineering Reports.  Engineering reports include, but are not limited to, storm drainage reports, 

traffic impact analyses, geotechnical reports, and any other engineering calculations or analyses.   
 
3. Easements and Dedications.  Easements and dedications shall be prepared by a professional land 

surveyor licensed in the State of Washington.  All easements and dedications shall include a legal 
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description and drawing depicting the easement or dedication area.  Easements and dedications shall 
conform to UPMC 13.10. All easements and dedications to the public must be in a form acceptable 
to the City Attorney.  

 
4. Special Inspection and Observation Program.  The special inspection and observation program 

shall be submitted with the permit application in accordance with UPMC 13.05, Article 7.   
 
5. Financial Guarantees.  Financial guarantees shall be submitted as required in UPMC 13.06 Article 

6 prior to permit issuance. 
 

E. Permit Issuance.  The application and submittal documents shall be reviewed by the Director.  
Such documents may also be reviewed by other departments of the City or independent consultants 
if determined necessary by the Director.  If the Director finds that the work described in an 
application for a permit and the submittal documents conform to the requirements of this Code, 
other provisions of the UPMC and any other pertinent ordinances, and that the appropriate fees have 
been paid and financial guarantees presented, the Director shall issue a permit to the applicant. The 
Director may attach conditions as may be necessary to ensure compliance with this Code, other 
provisions of the UPMC and City ordinances. 

 
F. Approval Limited to Approved Plan. When the Director issues a permit where plans are required, 

the Director shall sign the plans in an approval block.  Such approved plans shall not be changed, 
modified or altered without authorization from the Director.  All work regulated by this Code shall 
be done in accordance with the approved plans.  

 
G. Violations.  Failure to obtain a permit is a violation of this Code and may be cause for withholding 

or withdrawing approval of project plans, revocation of a permit, suspension of building (or other) 
inspections, forfeiture of financial guarantees submitted to the City, refusal of the City to accept the 
work or other enforcement action under this Code or other provisions of the UPMC.  It shall be 
unlawful for any work that requires a permit to be undertaken without a permit.  Any permit 
application submitted for work commenced prior to the application submittal shall be subject to a 
charge equal to double the applicable fees plus the actual cost for any investigation undertaken in 
conjunction with the consideration of the permit. 

 
H. Timely Completion of Work.  The applicant shall complete the work, obtain an engineer’s 

certification of the work, submit any associated maintenance and defect guarantees, and secure the 
City’s acceptance of the work prior to permit expiration.    
 

I. Validity of Permit.  
 

1. Issuing or granting a permit or  approving plans or other submittal documents shall not be construed 
to be a permit for, or approval of, any violation of this Code or other City ordinance.  

 
2. Permit issuance shall not prevent the Director from: (1) requiring the correction of errors in the 

plans, specifications and other data; or (2) preventing construction activities from being carried out 
in violation of this Code, other provisions of the UPMC, or City ordinances. 
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3. Permit issuance shall not be construed as approval for any additional work beyond the scope of the 
permit. 
 

J. Expiration.  Site development permits expire upon any of the following: 
 

1. Two years after permit issuance.   
  

2. 180 days after permit issuance if construction has not commenced.  
 

3. The work authorized by such permit is either abandoned or suspended for a period of 180 days 
following commencement of the work.   

 
K. Extension of Permit.  A site development permit may be extended for a period not exceeding 180 

days.  The applicant shall submit a request in writing and demonstrate that circumstances beyond 
the control of the applicant have prevented completion of the work under the permit.  No permit 
shall be extended more than once.     

  
L. Suspension or Revocation.  The Director may suspend or revoke any permit issued in error or on 

the basis of incorrect information supplied by the applicant.  The Director may also suspend or 
revoke any permit when the applicant fails to comply with the provisions of the permit. Any permit 
applicant aggrieved by the Director’s decision to suspend or revoke a permit may appeal this action 
as provided in this Chapter.  
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13.05.530  Right-of-Way Permits. 
 
A. Permit Required.  A right-of-way permit is required before any person  may cut or remove trees or 

other vegetation; grade or stockpile material; alter, construct, repair, remove, excavate, place, 
obstruct, damage or disturb any structure, utility, facility or improvement located in the public right-
of-way; or commence any other activity that interferes with the free use of the public right-of-way.  
A blanket annual right-of-way permit for certain activities may be obtained by utilities operating 
with a franchise granted by the City.  The provisions for annual right-of-way permits are included in 
the Annual Right-of-Way Permit Procedures.  
 

B. Permit Exemptions:  A right-of-way permit shall not be required for the activities listed below.  
Exemption from the permitting requirements of this section shall not constitute approval for any 
work done in violation of this Code or any other City Code. 

1. Construction, improvement, maintenance, or repair of public roads or public storm drainage 
facilities when performed by the City. 

 
2. Emergency sandbagging, diking, ditching, filling or similar work when done to protect life or 

property. 
 
3. Any activity that the Director determines does not have the potential to significantly impact the 

right-of-way or the free use thereof.  Any exemption granted under this section shall be issued in 
writing. 

 
C. Permit Application.  To obtain a right-of-way permit, an applicant shall file a written application 

on a form provided by the City.  A permit application that does not comply with this section shall be 
ineligible for review.  An application shall: 

 
1. Identify and describe the work proposed to be covered by the permit. 

 
2. Describe and locate the area where the proposed work is to be performed. 

  
3. Indicate the use for which the work is intended. 

 
4. Be accompanied by plans, diagrams, computations, specifications and other data  required in section 

D below. 
 

5. Be signed by the applicant, or the applicant’s authorized agent. 
 

6. Give such other data and information as may reasonably be required by the Director to carry out the 
objectives of this Code and other provisions of the UPMC. 

 
7.  Pay the application fee. 

 
D. Submittal Documents.  Plans, financial guarantees and other data required by the Director shall 

constitute the submittal documents and must be submitted with  the application.  Plans shall be of 
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sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature and extent of the work proposed.  The plans shall 
show in detail that the work will conform to the provisions of this Code and all relevant laws, 
ordinances, rules and regulations.  If the Director determines that the nature of the work applied for 
is such that an engineered design is necessary to obtain compliance with this Code, the submittal 
documents shall be prepared by an engineer licensed in the State of Washington.  Financial 
guarantees shall be submitted as required by this chapter prior to permit issuance.  All submittal 
documents shall conform to the University Place Submittal Requirements.  

 
E. Permit Issuance.  The application and submittal documents shall be reviewed by the Director.  

Such documents may also be reviewed by other departments of this City, or independent consultants 
if determined necessary by the Director.  If the Director finds that the work described in an 
application for a permit and the submittal documents conform to this Code, other provisions of the 
UPMC and other pertinent laws and ordinances, and that the appropriate fees have been paid, the 
Director shall issue a permit to the applicant.  The Director may attach conditions necessary to 
ensure compliance with this Code, other provisions of the UPMC and City ordinances. 

 
F. Violations.  Failure to obtain a permit is a violation of this Code and may be cause for withholding 

or withdrawing approval of project plans, revocation of a permit, suspension of building (or other) 
inspections, forfeiture of financial guarantees submitted to the City, refusal of the City to accept the 
work or other enforcement action under this Code or other provisions of the UPMC.  It shall be 
unlawful for any work that requires a permit to be undertaken without a permit. Any permit 
application submitted for work commenced prior to the application submittal shall be subject to a 
charge equal to double the applicable fees plus the actual cost for any City investigation undertaken 
in conjunction with the consideration of the permit.   

 
G. Timely Completion of Work.  The applicant shall complete the work, submit any associated 

maintenance and defect guarantees, and secure the City’s acceptance of the work prior to permit 
expiration.   

 
H. Validity of Permit.   

 
1. Issuing or granting a permit or approving plans or other submittal documents shall not be construed 

to be a permit for, or approval of, any violation of this Code or other City ordinance.  
 

2. Permit issuance shall not prevent the Director from: (1) requiring the correction of errors in the 
plans, specifications and other data; or (2) preventing construction activities from being carried out 
in violation of this Code, other provisions of the UPMC, or City ordinances. 

 
3. Permit issuance shall not be construed as approval for any additional work beyond the scope of the 

permit. 
 

I.   Expiration.  All right-of-way permits expire 180 days after permit issuance.  The Director may 
extend the time for action by the applicant for a period not exceeding 180 days on written request by 
the applicant showing that circumstances beyond the control of the applicant have prevented work 
under the permit.  No permit shall be extended more than once.  
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13.05.540  Temporary Right-of-Way Sign Permit. 
 

A. Permit Required.  A temporary right-of-way sign permit is required to place any sign, street 
banner, or other decoration in, along, over, or across any public right-of-way.  A temporary right-of-
way sign permit may be issued only for placement of signs, street banners, or decorations to 
promote bona fide community events.  A bona fide community event is a carnival, circus, 
exhibition, fair, farmers’ market, festival, parade, holiday celebration, or other community or 
regional celebration or event that may be of interest to the entire City or a substantial portion 
thereof.    

 
B. Permit Exemptions.  A temporary right-of-way sign permit shall not be required for the following 

signs, street banners, or decorations. Exemption from the permitting requirements of this section 
does not constitute authorization to place any signs, street banners, or decorations in violation of the 
provisions of this Code, the UPMC or other City ordinance. 

 
1. Political signs regulated under UPMC 19.75.  
  
2. Advisory or regulatory signs installed under a right-of-way or site development permit.  
 
3. Signs, street banners, or decorations of the City. 
 
4. Public notice signs required by local and state law. 
  
C. Permit Application.  To obtain a temporary right-of-way sign permit, an applicant shall file an 

application along with the permit fee.  The application shall:  
 
1. Describe the size, height, width, number and location of the signs, street banners, or decorations. 
  
2. Describe the materials of construction of the signs, street banners, or decorations.   
 
3. Describe the proposed wording and display of the signs, street banners, or decorations. 
 
4. Identify the duration for which the signs, street banners, or decorations will be displayed. 
 
5. Indicate the community event or celebration that the signs, street banners, or decorations will be 

promoting. 
 
6. Be signed by the applicant or the applicant’s authorized agent. 
 
7. Give such other data and information as may be required by the Director. 
  
D. Permit Issuance.  The application and submittal documents shall be reviewed by the Director.  

Such documents may also be reviewed by other departments of this City.  If the Director finds that 
the work described in an application for a permit and the submittal documents conform to this Code, 
other provisions of the UPMC and other pertinent laws and ordinances, and that the appropriate fees 
have been paid, the Director shall issue a permit to the applicant.  The Director may attach 
conditions necessary to ensure compliance with this Code, other provisions of the UPMC and City 
ordinances. The Director may deny an application if the installation of signs, street banners or 
decorations would interfere with any planned installation of City sign, street banner or decoration.  
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No permit will be granted for a proposed sign, street banner, or decoration display more than one 
year after the date of permit application. 

 
E. Validity.  The issuance of a temporary right-of-way sign permit shall not be construed to be a 

permit for, or an approval of, any violation of any provisions of this Code, other provisions of the 
UPMC, or other City ordinances. 

 
F. Time Limits on Displays.  Temporary right of way sign permits shall be issued for a two-week 

display prior to the specified community event.  An additional extension for up to two weeks may 
be granted if no other application has been received forty-five (45) days prior to the event.   No 
event shall be advertised or promoted for more than four weeks in a twelve-month consecutive 
period. All displays advertising or promoting an event shall be removed within three days following 
the event. 

 
13.05.550  Suspension or Revocation.  The Director may suspend or revoke any permit issued in error or 

on the basis of incorrect information supplied by the applicant.  The Director may also suspend or 
revoke any permit if the applicant fails to comply with the provisions of the permit. Any permit 
applicant aggrieved by the Director’s decision to suspend or revoke a permit may appeal as provided in 
this Chapter.  

 
 

 

Page 48 
 



Article 6.  Financial guarantees   
 
13.05.610  General.  

 
A. A financial guarantee is financial security posted with the City to ensure timely and proper 

completion of improvements, to ensure compliance with this Code, and/or to warranty the design, 
materials, and workmanship associated with improvements.  Financial guarantees include 
assignments of funds, surety bonds, and other forms of financial security acceptable to the City. 
Other types of financial guarantees may be accepted if approved by the Director For the purposes of 
this title, the terms performance guarantee, street use guarantee, erosion and sediment control/street 
cleaning guarantee, and maintenance and defect guarantee are considered sub-categories of financial 
guarantees. 

 
B. Financial guarantees shall be in a form acceptable to the City.  Financial guarantees under $5,000 

must be an assignment of funds.  
 
C. All financial guarantees shall: (1)  run continuously until released by the City; (2) not be subject to 

expiration or cancellation without written authorization from the City; (3) be project and site 
specific; and (4) be non-transferable. 
 

D. The Director shall determine the amount of the financial guarantee. The Director shall consider an 
engineer’s estimate or an executed construction contract between the applicant and a licensed, 
bonded contractor in determining the amount of the financial guarantee.  An engineer’s estimate 
prepared by applicant’s engineer shall detail the quantity of work to be done and shall be presented 
in a format approved by the City. The estimate shall be based on current construction costs and shall 
be stamped and signed by the engineer. The Director may consider any other reliable evidence in the 
Director’s sole discretion in determining the amount of the financial guarantee.  
 

E. If a property for which a financial guarantee has been posted with the City is sold or otherwise 
transferred, the applicant is responsible for transferring the financial guarantee liability by having 
the new owner(s) replace any existing financial guarantees that the City is holding.  The City will 
not release a preexisting financial guarantee until such time as the City accepts a replacement 
guarantee. 
 

F. The property owner may be required to complete and record a right of entry form prior to 
acceptance of any financial guarantee covering improvements on private property.  The right of 
entry shall run with the land and shall be recorded with the Pierce County Auditor.   
 

G.  All financial guarantees must be reviewed and approved as to form by the City Attorney. 
 

13.05.620  Performance Guarantee.   

A. A performance guarantee ensures completion of the improvements according to the permit 
conditions, the University Place Municipal Code and other applicable laws and regulations. If a 
project requires more than one performance guarantee, the applicant may combine performance 
guarantees.  The combined guarantee shall be for not less than the amount of separate financial 
guarantees.  The combined guarantee shall clearly delineate on its face the separate financial 
guarantees that it replaces.  
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B. Prior to issuance of a site development permit, the applicant shall submit a performance guarantee 
that ensures the timely and proper construction of all public improvements, storm drainage facilities 
(both public and private), and any other required improvement that is deemed by the Director to be 
important to protect the  public health, safety, or welfare.  The guarantee will include the costs for 
the installation of landscaping and irrigation systems for both streets and storm drainage facilities. 

C. Prior to final plat, short plat, or final development plan approval, the applicant shall submit a 
performance guarantee that ensures the timely and proper construction and acceptance by the City 
of all required improvements.  
 

D. Performance guarantees shall be in the amount of 125 percent of the engineer’s estimate, the 
executed contract or the decision of the Director to allow for inflation and engineering 
administration expenses should the City have to complete the project. 

 
E. The applicant shall complete the work, obtain an engineer’s certification of the work, submit any 

associated maintenance and defect guarantees, and secure the City’s acceptance of the work prior to 
permit expiration.   

F. Release Procedures.  Any release of the performance guarantee must be in writing to be effective.  
The City will release the performance guarantee only after each of the following have been met: 

 
1. The applicant’s engineer has submitted a certification that the improvements for which a financial 

guarantee was submitted were completed in conformance with the approved plans and design.  The 
certification shall comply with UPMC 13.05 Article 8. 

  
2. The applicant has obtained a final inspection of all guaranteed improvements.   
 
3. Any deficiencies identified by the City in the final inspection have been corrected. 

  
4. The City has accepted a maintenance and defect financial guarantee from the applicant as provided 

in UPMC 13.05 Article 6. 
  

5. The City has issued a written, final approval of the guaranteed improvements to the applicant. 
 
6. The applicant or surety has requested in writing the release of the guarantee. 
 
7. The applicant has paid all outstanding fees. 
 
13.05.630  Street Use Guarantee.   
 
A.  A street use guarantee ensures compliance with right-of-way permit conditions and warranties the 

design, materials, and workmanship associated with the work performed in a right-of-way.  All 
applicants performing work that will, or has the potential to, disturb, modify, or damage anything 
within the City right-of-way will be required to post a street use guarantee with the City. 

 
B. Prior to issuance of a right-of -way permit the applicant shall submit a street use guarantee. 

 
C. Street use guarantees shall be in the amount of $5,000.00 unless the Director determines after a 

review of a permit that a higher amount is appropriate.  
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D. The applicant shall be responsible to repair all defects resulting from the applicant’s activity in the 

right-of-way.  The applicant will not be relieved of this obligation until the right-of-way impacted 
by the applicant has remained free from defects for a consecutive period of two years.  The 
applicant will be liable for any third party damages that result from a breach of these duties for the 
duration of the street use guarantee. 

 
E. During the period of the street use guarantee, City staff will periodically inspect the right-of-way 

impacted by the applicant.  The City shall provide notice to the applicant when maintenance and/or 
repairs are necessary, specifying a reasonable timeframe within which such work is to be completed.  
In the event that the applicant does not complete such maintenance and/or repairs, the applicant will 
be in default subject to the provisions of this Article, and the City may perform such work.    

 
F. If, on the basis of its inspections, the City determines that repairs must be performed immediately to 

prevent risk to person(s) or property, the City may make necessary repairs and the cost of those 
repairs shall be paid by the applicant upon demand.  If the applicant fails to pay for the repairs by 
the time specified by the City, the applicant will be in default subject to the provisions of this 
Article. 

 
G. The applicant shall pay for the inspections performed by the City during the duration of the street 

use guarantee.  Inspection fees will be as specified in the Development Services Fee Resolution.   

H. Release Procedures.  Any release of the street use guarantee must be in writing to be effective.  
The City of University Place will release a street use guarantee only after each of the following have 
been met: 

 
1. The right-of-way construction work completed by the applicant has remained free of defects for two 

consecutive years. 
  
2. The applicant or surety has requested in writing the release of the guarantee. 
 
3. The applicant has paid all outstanding fees.   
  
13.05.640  Erosion and Sediment Control/Street Cleaning Guarantee.   
 
A. An erosion and sediment control/street cleaning guarantee ensures that required erosion and 

sedimentation control/street cleaning measures are constructed and maintained in accordance with 
the UPMC.  Prior to permit issuance, the applicant must submit to the City a financial guarantee that 
guarantees the performance and maintenance of the erosion and sedimentation control facilities and 
street cleaning.  Because of the harm to the public health and safety and the environment arising out 
of poor erosion and sediment control or failure to clean street properly, all erosion and sediment 
control/street cleaning guarantees shall require that the guarantor must pay the face amount of the 
financial guarantee to the City within 14 days of the City’s written demand for funds.      

 
B. If the applicant fails to maintain the erosion and sedimentation control facilities in conformance 

with this Code, the City may issue a written notice specifying required remedial actions.  If the 
remedial actions are not performed in a timely manner, the City may take action including, but not 
limited to, issuing a stop work order, entering the property to perform the actions needed; and using 
the financial guarantee to pay for remedial actions.  In the event a hazard exists, the City is not 
required to provide written notice to the applicant.  If the City is forced to utilize the guarantee, any 
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stop work order issued shall remain in effect until the applicant has restored the guarantee up to 
either the original amount or such other amount as the Director may reasonably decide is necessary 
to ensure future compliance with the permit.   

 
C. The amount of the guarantee will be as follows: 
 
 
1. For any development larger than one single family or duplex building:  125% of the cost of the 

approved erosion and sedimentation control measures, plus $5,000 per acre of the disturbed area.  
 
2. For sites impacting a sensitive area, the City may require an additional guarantee amount to 

compensate for difficulties associated with work in sensitive areas.  Any additional amount will be 
determined by the Director based upon the nature of the sensitive area. 

 
D. Release Procedures.  Any release of the erosion and sediment control/street cleaning guarantee 

must be in writing to be effective.  The Director will release the erosion and sediment control/street 
cleaning guarantee only after each of the following have been met: 

 
1. The applicant’s engineer has submitted a certification that all disturbed areas within the site have 

been stabilized in conformance with the permit conditions and the UPMC.  The certification shall be 
as prescribed in UPMC 13.05 Article 8.  For single family and duplex building sites, the City may 
waive the requirement for certification unless the site is located within a landslide and erosion 
hazard area. 

  
2. The applicant has requested a final inspection of the site.   
 
3. Any deficiencies identified by the City in the final inspection have been corrected. 
 
4. The applicant or surety has requested in writing the release of the guarantee. 
 
5. The applicant has paid all outstanding fees. 
 
13.05.650  Maintenance and Defect Guarantee.   
 
A. A maintenance and defect guarantee ensures the design, workmanship, maintenance, and operation 

of improvements to streets, landscaping, and drainage facilities.  The City requires three types of 
maintenance and defect guarantees: storm drainage, street improvement, and landscaping. 

 
B. An applicant shall submit maintenance and defect guarantees for improvements prior to: (1) release 

of the performance guarantees associated with a project’s storm drainage facilities, street 
improvements, and public landscaping; and (2) City approval of the constructed improvements. 

 
C. The applicant shall be responsible for the operation and maintenance of the improvements for the 

duration of the defect and maintenance guarantee. 
 
D. During the term of the maintenance and defect guarantee, City staff may periodically inspect the 

guaranteed improvements.  If the Director determines that the improvements are not adequately 
maintained, do not operate satisfactorily or contain defects in design, materials or workmanship, the 
City shall notify the applicant, specifying remedial action.  If the applicant does not complete the 
remedial action in a timely manner and to the City’s satisfaction, the applicant will be in default.  

Page 52 
 



 
E. If, on the basis of its inspections, the City determines that repairs must be performed immediately to 

prevent risk to person(s) or property, the City may make necessary repairs. The cost of necessary 
repairs shall be paid by the applicant upon the City’s written demand.  If the applicant fails to pay 
for the necessary repairs by the time specified by the City, the applicant will be in default. 

 
F. The applicant shall pay for inspections performed by the City during the duration of the 

maintenance and defect guarantee.  Inspection fees will be as specified in the Development Services 
Fee Resolution.  

 
G. Storm Drainage Maintenance and Defect Guarantee (public and private).  The storm drainage 

maintenance and defect guarantee shall be set by the Director in the amount of ten (10) percent of 
the construction cost of the storm drainage facility.     

 
H. Street Improvement Maintenance and Defect Guarantee (public and private).  The street 

improvement maintenance and defect guarantee shall be set by the Director in the amount of 25 
percent of the construction cost of the street improvements.   

 
I. Landscaping Maintenance and Defect Guarantee.  The landscaping maintenance and defect 

guarantee shall be set by the Director in the amount equal to the cost of the landscaping as indicated 
in the approved engineer’s estimate.  Any plant material needing replacement shall be replaced in 
accordance with UPMC 13.20 Article 8 and inspected prior to the release of the maintenance 
guarantee.  

 
J. Release Procedures.  Any release of the maintenance and defect guarantee must be in writing to be 

effective.  The City of University Place will release the maintenance and defect guarantee only after 
each of the following have been met: 

 
1. The guaranteed improvements have remained free of defects for two consecutive years. 
  
2. The applicant has submitted to the City a letter that requests final inspection of the guaranteed 

improvements and certifies the guaranteed improvements have been cleaned of all debris, dirt, and 
sediment.  

 
3. Any deficiencies identified by the City in the final inspection have been corrected. 
 
4. The applicant or surety has requested in writing the release of the guarantee. 
 
5. The applicant has paid all outstanding fees.   

 
13.05.660  Default Procedures.   
 

A. The City may make a determination of default after an inspection has indicated that improvements 
need to be completed, maintained, or corrected.  A default means the failure of the applicant to do 
any of the following: 

 
1. Comply with financial guarantee conditions; 
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2. Complete the improvements in accordance with this Code and the approved plans and conditions 
within the specified time; or 

3. Maintain the improvements in accordance with this Code and the approved plans and conditions for 
the specified period of time; or 

4. Correct any deficiencies identified by the City. 
 

B. In the event of a default, the City shall notify the applicant and the guarantor in writing of the 
default, the necessary work to remedy the default, and the specified time to complete the remedial 
work.  If the applicant does not perform the remedial work within the specified time, the City may 
demand payment by the guarantor and perform the remedial work.  The guarantor shall be 
responsible, up to the limits of the financial guarantee, for the payment of any and all costs and 
expenses that have been or will be incurred by the City in causing the remedial work to be done.  
Any funds demanded in excess of the costs incurred the City shall be returned to the guarantor upon 
completion of the remedial work.  The applicant shall be responsible for any and all costs incurred 
by the City in conjunction with the remedial work.  This includes any costs that exceed the amount 
of the financial guarantee.  Nothing in this section shall limit the ability of the City to enforce or 
otherwise compel compliance with conditions of any City permit or approval in accordance with the 
enforcement provision set forth in UPMC 13.05 Article 4. 

 
C. Bonds are subject to default upon permit expiration or revocation. 
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Article 7.  Inspections 
 
13.05.705  General.   
 
A. All activity regulated under this Title shall be subject to inspection by the Director and shall remain 

accessible and exposed for inspection purposes until approved by the Director.  The engineer of 
record will be responsible to perform professional inspections of the permitted activity.  In addition, 
certain types of construction shall have special inspections, as specified in UPMC 13.05 Article 7. 

 
B. Approval of inspected work shall not be construed to be an approval of a violation of the provisions 

of this Code, other provisions of the UPMC or City ordinances.  Inspections presuming to give 
authority to violate or cancel the provisions of this Code or of other ordinances of the City shall not 
be valid. 

  
C. It shall be the duty of the applicant to cause the work to remain accessible and exposed for 

inspection purposes.  The applicant shall be liable for any expense entailed in the removal or 
replacement of any material required to allow inspection.  Failure to receive the City’s approval can 
result in removal or modification of construction at the applicant’s expense to bring the work into 
conformance with approved plans. 

 
13.05.710  Preconstruction Conference.  A preconstruction conference is required prior to the 
commencement of work.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to arrange for this meeting and to 
notify the City in advance of the commencement of any authorized work.  
 
13.05.715  Hours of Construction.  The hours of construction for any activity permitted under this 
Code are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  The Director may authorize work outside of 
these hours upon request based upon the type of work to be performed or the proximity to residential 
areas.  Requests for extended working hours must be submitted in writing to the Director 24 hours in 
advance. 
 
13.05.720  Inspection Card.  The City will provide the permit holder with the inspection card upon 
permit issuance.  This card shall be on the project site at all times until final approval has been granted 
by the Director.  Any work under the permit shall not be commenced until the permit holder has posted 
or otherwise made the inspection card available such as to allow the Director to conveniently make the 
required entries thereon regarding inspection of the work.     
 
13.05.725  Inspections.  All permitted work is subject to inspection by the Director at any time.  The 
permit holder, as a condition of obtaining a permit, shall authorize the Director to enter the site for 
inspection throughout the duration of the project.   
 
13.05.730 Inspection Requests.   
 
A. It shall be the duty of the applicant to notify the Director that such work is ready for inspection. The 

Director may require that every request for inspection be filed at least one working day before the 
desired inspection date. Such request may be in writing or by telephone at the option of the Director.  
It shall be the duty of the applicant to provide access to and the means to inspect the work. 
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B. If all required inspections are not requested before completion of the work, the City may require the 
applicant to pay for additional testing and analysis to be performed to ensure conformance with the 
approved plans and as a condition of final inspection and approval of the City.   

 
13.05.735  Approval Required.  Work shall not progress beyond the point indicated in each successive 
inspection without the prior approval of the Director.  The Director shall make the requested inspections 
and shall indicate to the applicant whether the construction is satisfactory as completed, or fails to 
comply with this Code, other provisions of the UPMC, or other City ordinances.  Any portions of the 
work that do not comply shall be corrected by the applicant.  Any such portions of the work shall 
neither be covered nor concealed until authorized by the Director. 
  
13.05.740  Reinspections.   
 
A. A reinspection fee may be assessed for each inspection or reinspection when such portion of work 

for which inspection is called is not complete or when corrections called for previously have not 
been made.  This section shall not be  construed to require imposition of  reinspection fees the first 
time a job is rejected for failure to comply with the permit conditions, this Code, other provisions of 
the UPMC or other City ordinances. The City, however, may impose a reinspection fees when the 
applicant has called for an inspection before the work is ready for inspection or reinspection.  

 
B. Reinspection fees may be assessed for violations including, but not limited to:  the inspection record 

card is not posted or otherwise available on the work site; the approved plans are not readily 
available to the inspector; failure to provide access on the date for which inspection is requested; or 
deviating from the plans  approved  by the Director.  If a reinspection fee has been assessed, further 
approvals of work under the permit are expressly conditioned on prior payment of reinspection fees. 

 
13.05.745  Professional and Special Inspections.   
 
A. The engineer of record shall prepare an inspection program that shall be submitted to the Director 

for approval prior to permit issuance. The inspection program shall designate the portions of the 
work that require professional and special inspection, the stages of construction at which the 
professional and special inspections are to occur, the name or names of the individuals or firms who 
are to perform these inspections, and the duties of the inspectors.  The inspection program shall 
include samples of proposed inspection reports and provide time limits for submission of reports. 

 
B. The Director shall approve or amend the inspection program in conjunction with issuing the permit.  

The inspection program as approved by the Director shall be a permit condition. 
 
C. Professional Inspections.  Professional inspections are those inspections to be performed by the 

engineer of record. The engineer of record shall provide professional inspection only within the 
engineer's area of technical specialty.  The inspections shall be of a nature that enables the engineer 
of record to provide a “Certification from Engineer” in conformance with UPMC 13.05 Article 8.  If 
revised plans are required during the course of the work they shall be submitted by the engineer of 
record.   

 
D. Special Inspections.  Special inspections are those inspections identified in the inspection program 

not performed by the engineer of record.  Special inspectors shall be employed by the applicant or 
the engineer of record.  Special inspections will be required for any portion of the project that is 
outside of the engineer of record’s area of expertise.  This may include erosion and sedimentation 
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control, compaction testing, material testing, and geotechnical and structural components of the 
project. 

 
1. Special Inspector.  The special inspector shall be a qualified person who shall demonstrate 

competence, to the satisfaction of the Director, for inspection of the particular type of construction 
or operation requiring special inspection. 

 
2. Duties and Responsibilities of the Special Inspector.  The special inspector shall observe the 

work assigned for conformance to the approved plans and the permit conditions.  The special 
inspector shall furnish inspection reports at such times as the Director may require.  The reports 
shall be furnished to the Director, the engineer of record, and the applicant.  All discrepancies in the 
work shall be brought to the immediate attention of the contractor for correction and included in the 
inspection report.  The special inspector shall submit a final signed report stating whether the work 
requiring special inspection was in conformance to the approved plans and the permit conditions. 

 
3. Failure to Perform.  If the Director determines that the special inspector has failed to perform the 

duties and responsibilities indicated above, the Director may require the applicant to replace the 
special inspector with another qualified person who will assume the duties and responsibilities of 
the special inspector.   

 
4. Exception:  The Director may waive the requirement for the employment of a special inspector if 

the construction is of a minor nature. 
 
E. Investigation:  If the Director determines that the engineer of record or special inspector have failed 

to ensure compliance with the approved plans and permit conditions, the Director may retain the 
services of a qualified individual to evaluate the quality of the work.  The applicant shall be 
responsible for all costs incurred by the City in the investigation.  Payment of costs incurred by the 
City is an express condition precedent to final inspection, acceptance of the work by the City, and 
release of financial guarantees.  

 
13.05.750  Final Inspection.  The applicant is responsible to request a final inspection of all permitted 
activities upon completion.  The applicant must secure approval by the City of these facilities prior to 
use and release of any applicable financial guarantees. 
 
13.05.755  Notification of Noncompliance.  If, in the course of fulfilling their respective duties under 
this Code, the engineer of record or the special inspector finds that the work is not being done in 
conformance with this Code, the approved plans, or the permit conditions, the discrepancies shall be 
reported immediately in writing to the applicant and to the Director. 
 
13.05.760  Transfer of Responsibility.  If the applicant wishes to change the engineer of record during 
construction, the work shall be stopped until the replacement engineer agrees in writing to accept the 
duties and responsibilities of the original engineer of record and certify the work. Such an agreement 
shall be filed with the City and approved by the Director prior to the recommencement of work. 

13.05.765  Testing.  Testing shall be as specified in the approved inspection program.  Tests shall be 
performed at the applicant’s expense.  At a minimum, testing shall be done on all materials and 
construction as specified in the WSDOT/APWA Standard Specifications, this Code, and the University 
Place Standard Notes and Details.  
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Article 8.  Project Closure 

13.05.810  As-Builts.  As-built drawings must be provided to the City for all roadway and storm system 
construction. As-builts must be prepared by a licensed professional engineer or surveyor, stamped and 
signed by the professional and submitted prior to the City’s acceptance of any improvement.  The 
following, as applicable, shall be included in all as-built submittals. 
 
• Roadway centerline stationing at minimum 50' spacing. Stationing shall include elevations and 

horizontal control in state plane coordinates. 
• Right-of-Way lines and property lines. 
• Locations, widths, and composition of travel lanes, sidewalks, curbs, gutters, medians, planter strips, 

irrigation systems, shoulders and bike lanes. 
• Street light locations and types. 
• Utility locations. 
• Street names. 
• Pavement markings and street signs. 
• Type and widths of easements. 
• Catchbasin type, location, rim elevation, bottom elevation, and inlet/outlet invert elevation. 
• Storm drain pipe size, composition, location and invert slope. 
• Detention/retention/infiltration facility location, and inlet/outlet locations and elevations. 

 
 

13.05.820 Certification from Engineer.  Following the construction of facilities allowed under a 
permit, the engineer of record shall provide to the City a letter of certification.  This letter shall be 
stamped, signed and dated by the engineer and shall state that all permitted  facilities have been built in 
accordance with the approved plans, permit conditions, and all applicable codes.  In the event that some 
components of the work have not been built in strict conformance to the plans and conditions and, in the 
engineer’s opinion, these exceptions do not compromise the integrity of the project, the engineer shall 
identify the exceptions and include a statement in the certification that the exceptions do not constitute a 
material defect, compromise the integrity of the project, or violate any provisions of this Code. 

 
13.05.830  City Acceptance.   Unless a development involves a dedication of a public facility, a 
development is considered final upon final approval or acceptance by the Director to the applicant.  
When a development involves a dedication to the public, a development is not considered final until the 
Director has issued written acceptance of the public facility accepting ownership and addressing 
responsibility for the dedication. 
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Chapter 13.25 Surface Water Management 

 
Article 1. General Considerations 
13.25.110  General.   
13.25.120  Design Standards.   

 
Article 2.  Storm Drainage. 
13.25.210  Design.   
13.25.220  Construction. 
13.25.230  Excavation and Backfill. 
13.25.240  Street Patching and Restoration. 
13.25.250  Roof Downspout Controls.   
13.25.260  Storm Drainage Inventory.   
13.25.270  Operation and Maintenance. 

   
Article 3.  Erosion Control 
13.25.310  General.   
13.25.320  Maintenance. 
13.25.330  Erosion and Sediment Control/Road Cleaning Financial Guarantee.   
13.25.340  Final Stabilization.   

 

Article 1. General Considerations 

13.25.110  General.  This chapter sets forth the minimum surface water management 
requirements for the City of University Place.  Surface Water Management includes the 
design, construction, operation and maintenance of storm drainage and erosion control 
facilities and practices. 
 
13.25.115 Adopting King County Surface Water Codes 
Sections 9.04 and 16.82.100 of the King County Municipal Code are hereby adopted and 
incorporated herein fully by this reference with the exceptions enumerated below.   

1. All references within these codes to King County or County shall be construed 
to be the City of University Place.   

2. All references to King County Departments shall be construed to be the City 
of University Place Engineering Department. 

3. Section 9.04.020.Z.3 is hereby revised to read: Has a project site of fifty acres 
or more within a critical aquifer recharge area, as defined in UPMC 17.20. 

4. Section 9.04.020.VV is hereby revised to read:  “Surface Water Design 
Manual” means the manual, and supporting documentation referenced or 
incorporated in the manual, describing surface and storm water design and 

 



analysis requirements, procedures and guidance that has been formally 
adopted in UPMC 13.05.320 

5. Section 9.04.030(4) is hereby revised to read:  Contains or is adjacent to a 
flood hazard area as defined in UPMC 17.30. 

6. Section 9.04.050(A)(7) is hereby revised to read:  Financial guarantees and 
liability.  All drainage facilities constructed or modified for projects, except 
downspout infiltration and dispersion systems for single family residential 
lots, must comply with the liability requirements of K.C.C 9.04.100 and the 
financial guarantee requirements of UPMC 13.05 Article VI. 

7. Section 9.04.050(C)(4) is hereby revised to read:  A request for an adjustment 
shall be processed in accordance with the procedures specified in the Surface 
Water Design Manual and UPMC 13.05. 

8. Section 9.04.050(D) is hereby revised to read:  The drainage review 
requirements in this section and in the Surface Water Design Manual may be 
modified or waived under the procedures in UPMC 13.05. 

9. Section 9.04.095 is hereby revised to read:  Vesting period for lots in final 
short plats.  Unless the department finds that a change in conditions creates a 
serious threat to the public health or safety in the short subdivision, for a 
period of five years after recording, a lot within a short subdivision shall be 
governed by the provisions of this chapter in effect at the time a fully 
completed application for short subdivision approval was filed in accordance 
with UPMC 22.05. 

10. The last sentence of Section 9.04.100 is hereby revised to read:  If this liability 
insurance is not kept in effect as required, University Place may initiate 
enforcement action pursuant to UPMC 1.20. 

11. Section 9.04.140(A)(1) is hereby revised to read:  The director is authorized to 
promulgate and adopt administrative rules under the procedures specified in 
UPMC 13.05 for the purpose of implementing and enforcing the provisions of 
this chapter. 

12. Section 9.04.196 is hereby deleted. 

13. Section 16.82.100(A)(2) is hereby revised to read:  All disturbed areas 
including faces of cuts and fill slopes shall be prepared and maintained to 
control erosion in compliance with UPMC 13.25 Article III. 

13.25.120 Design standards. 

A. The King County Surface Water Design Manual (KCSWDM) and the King County 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Manual and the portions of the King County Road 
Standards referenced therein are hereby adopted and incorporated fully into this chapter 

 



by this reference. The King County Surface Water Design Manual sets forth the drainage 
and erosion control requirements as supplemented herein. In these documents, all 
references to King County or the County shall be construed to refer to the City of 
University Place; all references to the King County Department of Development and 
Environmental Services (DDES) or the Water and Land Resources Division of the King 
County Department of Natural Resources (WLR), shall be hereby revised to read the City 
of University Place Community Development Engineering Department or such other 
department as the City Manager may designate to enforce this chapter. 

B. The design standards shall be applied in the following hierarchy of precedence: 

1. University Place Municipal Code; 

2. King County Surface Water Design Manual; 

3.  King County Stormwater Pollution Prevention Manual 

4. King County Road Standards; 

5. Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) Standard Specifications for 
Road, Bridge, and Municipal Construction; 

6. WSDOT Design Manual; 

7. WSDOT Construction Manual. 

C. The term “critical drainage area” in the King County Surface Water Design Manual 
shall have the meaning of “critical area” as defined in Chapter 13.05 UPMC, Article II, 
and classified in UPMC Title 17. 

D. The term “landslide hazard drainage area” in the King County Surface Water Design 
Manual shall have the meaning of “landslide and erosion hazard area” as defined in 
Chapter 13.05 UPMC, Article II, and classified in UPMC Title 17. 

E. A site development permit is added to the permits and approvals listed in Section 1.1.1 
of the King County Surface Water Design Manual. 

F. Core Requirement No. 3 “Impervious Surface Performance Exemption” of the 
KCSWPM is deleted and not in effect. 

G. Core Requirement No. 5 provision for the allowance for projects in the residential 
zone that result in no more than 4% total impervious surface and no more than 15% 
pervious surface is deleted and not in effect.  

H.  Soil equality and depth criteria located in reference Section 4-A of the KCSWPM is 
hereby specifically adopted by reference as the sole criteria. 
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I.  King County’s approved method for modeling impervious area for rain garden credits 
in the KCSWDM is hereby specifically adopted by reference as the method for 
determining credits for Treatment under Minimum Requirement No. 6. 

(Ord. 518 § 1, 2008; Ord. 423 § 40, 2004; Ord. 395 § 3, 2003). 

 



Article 2.  Storm Drainage. 

13.25.210 Design.   

A. When a storm drainage report is required, it must include any relevant data from the 
City comprehensive storm water plan.   

B. Any development within the Leach or Chambers Creek drainage basins shall be held 
to a Level 2 flow control standard as defined in the KCSWDM. 

C. Any development in the Morrison Pothole drainage basin shall be held to a Level 3 
flow control standard as defined in the KCSWDM. 

D. Certain portions of the storm system on 27th Street West within the Day Island 
Waterway Basin is identified as a Conveyance System Nuisance Problem (Type 1 
downstream problem) as defined in the KCSWDM.  Additional flow control, as 
identified in the KCSWDM, or system improvements are required for development 
projects that are tributary to the deficient portions of the system. 

E. For the purpose of rainfall modeling, the City of University Place will be considered 
to have the same rainfall characteristics as the City of Federal Way. 

13.25.220  Construction.  All workmanship and materials shall be in accordance with 
the UPMC, KCSWDM, King County Road Standards, and the Standard Specifications.   

  
13.25.230 Excavation and Backfill.  All excavation and backfill of storm drainage 
facilities shall be in conformance with UPMC 13.20.260. 
 
13.25.240  Street Patching and Restoration.  All street patching and restoration shall be 
in conformance with UPMC 13.20.265. 
 

13.25.250  Roof Downspout Controls.  Roof downspout systems that tie into storm 
drainage facilities shall be constructed in accordance with the Plumbing Code as adopted 
by UPMC Title 14 and the following criteria: 

  
A. Connections to the storm drainage facility must be made at a catch basin.  

Connections made in the right-of-way or public easement require a right-of-way 
permit. 

 
B. Roof downspouts systems installed in conjunction with work performed under a 

building permit will be administered under that permit. 
 
 

 



13.25.260 Storm drainage inventory.  

All new and modified storm drainage facilities will be mapped on the University Place 
G.I.S. inventory system. The storm drainage inventory fee to be adopted mustshall be 
paid by the applicant at the time of permit issuance to compensate the City for this 
activity. 

(Ord. 518 § 1, 2008; Ord. 395 § 3, 2003). 

13.25.270  Operation and Maintenance.  Operation and maintenance of all drainage 
facilities is the responsibility of the applicant or property owner, except for those 
facilities for which the City assumes operation and maintenance responsibility as 
described below. 
 
A. Drainage facilities to be maintained by private parties. 

 
1. Prior to permit issuance, the applicant shall be required to record a storm drainage 

maintenance agreement and restrictive covenant with the Pierce County Auditor.  The 
form for this document is available at the City of University Place permit counter.  
The Operation and Maintenance Manual, as described below, will be included as an 
attachment to the agreement. 

 
2. All privately owned drainage facilities must be maintained as specified in the King 

County Surface Water Design Manual.  A copy of the Operation and Maintenance 
Manual submitted as part of the permit application shall be retained on site and shall 
be transferred with the property to any new owner.  The property owner(s) shall keep 
a record of all maintenance activity indicating when the maintenance occurred and 
where waste was disposed of.  These records shall be available for inspection by the 
City.  The City may inspect all privately owned drainage facilities for compliance 
with these requirements.  If property owner(s) fail to maintain their facilities, the City 
may issue a written notice specifying required actions.  If these actions are not 
performed in a timely manner, the City may enter the property to perform the actions 
needed.  The property owner is responsible for the costs incurred by the City.  In the 
event an imminent hazard to public safety or the environment exists, written notice 
may not be required.  Actions performed by the City on privately owned drainage 
facilities do not constitute an official assumption of operation and maintenance of 
these facilities.  

 
3. An easement must be recorded granting right-of-access to the City for all storm 

facilities in accordance with UPMC 13.10.  The easement must also be depicted and 
described on the face of the plat, short plat, final development plan, or binding site 
plan.   

 
B. Drainage facilities to be maintained by the City.     
 
1. Drainage facilities to be owned and operated by the City must be located in a tract or 

 



right-of-way dedicated to the City.  Access roads serving these facilities must also be 
located in the tract or right-of-way and must be connected to an improved public road 
right-of-way.  Any dedications shall be in conformance with UPMC 13.10. 

 
2. The City will provide written notification to the applicant, officially assuming 

maintenance and operation of these facilities only after each of the following has been 
met: 

 
a) The design engineer has submitted a certification that the work has been completed 

per the approved design.  The certification shall be as prescribed in UPMC 13.05.820. 
  

b) The City has accepted a maintenance financial guarantee from the applicant or 
property owner as prescribed in UPMC 13.05 Article 6. 

  
c) The City has issued a written, final approval of the constructed facility to the 

applicant or property owner. 
 
d) A minimum of 85% of the homes in the development have been occupied. 
 
e) All of the public improvements required to be constructed by the applicant have been 

completed and accepted by the City. 
 
f) The storm drainage system is free of all sediment and debris. 
 

                                                                                  
 

 



Article 3.  Erosion Control 
 
13.25.310  General.  All proposed projects that will clear, grade or otherwise disturb a 
site must provide erosion and sediment controls to prevent, to the maximum extent 
possible, the transport of sediment from the project site to downstream drainage facilities, 
water resources, and adjacent properties.  Both temporary and permanent erosion and 
sediment controls shall be designed, implemented and maintained as described in Section 
1.2.5 and Appendix D of the King County Surface Water Design Manual.   
 
13.25.320  Maintenance.  All erosion and sediment control measures shall be maintained 
and inspected on a regular basis as prescribed in Appendix D of the KCSWDM.  The 
applicant shall designate an erosion and sedimentation control (ESC) supervisor who 
shall be responsible for maintenance and inspection of the erosion and sedimentation 
control measures for compliance with all permit conditions relating to erosion and 
sediment control as described in Appendix D.  The ESC supervisor will be responsible to 
submit reports to the City for each inspection of the site.  Section D.5.4 of Appendix D of 
the King County Surface Water Design Manual sets forth the minimum schedule for 
erosion and sediment control reviews/inspections.  For sites within or impacting sensitive 
areas, the City may require the ESC supervisor to be a licensed professional engineer 
with demonstrated expertise in erosion and sediment control.  This professional shall be 
designated as a special inspector in conformance with UPMC 13.05 Article 7.   
 
13.25.330  Erosion and Sediment Control/Road Cleaning Financial Guarantee.  Prior 
to permit issuance, the applicant must submit to the City a financial guarantee, 
guaranteeing the performance and maintenance of the erosion and sedimentation control 
facilities.  The financial guarantee shall be as specified in UPMC 13.05 Article 6. 
 
13.25.340  Final Stabilization.  Prior to obtaining final construction approval and the 
release of financial guarantees, the site shall be stabilized, structural erosion and sediment 
control measures (such as silt fences and sediment traps) shall be removed and the 
drainage facilities shall be cleaned as specified in Appendix D of the King County 
Surface Water Design Manual. 
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UNIVERSITY PLACE  
STORMWATER MAINTENANCE STANDARDS 

(KING COUNTY APPENDIX A) 
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