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Police Department Adds Investigator 

In 2017, the University Place City Council made a
commitment to restoring the previously funded
position of a criminal investigator within the U.P.
Police Department. At the Sept. 17 City Council
meeting, that decision came to fruition when Police
Chief Mike Blair introduced Deputy Josh Mills as the
department’s new dedicated crimes investigator. 

“I want to thank you for listening to me back in
2017 and realizing the impact we can make for
public safety in U.P. by hiring an investigator,” Blair
told the Council members. “You paid for it and I’m
going to deliver it.” 

Blair then introduced Deputy Mills, a 10-year veteran of the Pierce County
Sheriff’s Office, who has worked the graveyard shift for the U.P. Police
Department for the last three years. “He spent many of his shifts doing multiple
follow-ups and putting cases in the hands of the prosecutor’s office that were
extremely solid and chargeable,” Blair said. “We are very, very proud to have him
working in our office. He’s a great investigator and a great ambassador.” 

Mills thanked the Council members for the opportunity to help the department
conduct the important follow-up work that is so critical to police operations. He
noted that in just four days on the job, he was able to collaborate with other
local law enforcement investigators to assist in the apprehension of a serial
burglar who had hit several communities, including U.P. 

“These are the kind of cases that might have gone by the wayside because we are
a small municipality, but now we can hold people accountable so that bad guys
know that U.P. isn’t the place to play around,” Mills said. “I love this community.
I’m a part of it.”



27th Street Improvements Progressing 

Anyone who has traveled along 27th
Street from Bridgeport Way West to
Grandview Drive West knows that the
area is getting a bit of a facelift. 

Within the last week, workers have placed
more than a half mile of concrete curb and
gutter along the south side of 27th
Street. After the curbs and gutters are in
place, new sidewalks will be installed. Jack
Ecklund, the City of U.P.’s Director of Engineering and Capital Projects, reports
that work on leveling the ground for sidewalks is underway and the new sidewalks
should be poured within the next few weeks. In addition, electrical conduits and
concrete bases for new street lights are also being installed. 

This is the final stretch of the 27th Street Phase 2 Improvements project which
includes construction of curbs, gutters, sidewalks, bike lanes, storm drainage
improvements, landscaping, irrigation, and street lights. 

Ecklund reports that the total project is scheduled to be completed by the end of
the year.

Make a Difference Day

Make a Difference Day is an annual
national event held in the fall, on the
fourth Saturday in October, where



neighbors help neighbors and residents
help their community by coming
together to clean up city parks.

This year’s event will be held on
Saturday, Oct. 27, 2018 at Kobayashi
Park (6420 Chambers Creek Rd. W.),
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

This year's planned park activity will
include assisting with ivy removal, trail
cleanup and painting of the picnic shelter. Bring your own tools, like rakes,
shovels and hoes, plus wear your gardening gloves and boots, and prepare to
get dirty and have fun! This event takes place rain or shine.

Visit the City’s website at www.CityofUP.com or call 253.460.6493 for more
information.

http://www.cityofup.com




"Prepare in a Year"
October - Earthquake Preparedness

West Pierce Fire & Rescue is participating in the "Prepare in a Year" campaign to
help guide individuals on how to best prepare yourself and your family for a
multitude of emergency situations. Each month will focus on one aspect of
disaster preparedness and assist you in one hour of a disaster preparedness
activity, with this month's focus being Earthquake Preparedness.

The biggest safety concern and cause for harm during an earthquake are falling
objects, whether that be buildings, objects or yourself. A magnitude 5
earthquake will cause unstable objects to fall down and windows to break.

A magnitude 9 earthquake (the big one we are all concerned about) will result in
significant damage to the roadways, power and access to supplies such as food
and water. Learn what to do before, during and after an earthquake hits by
visiting www.WestPierce.org.

FlashVote is a new quick surveying tool for those who choose to participate.
Signing up is easy and takes just seconds. Simply go to
www.flashvote.com/CityofUP.

The survey topics will vary and include questions about things like emergency
preparedness, public safety education and much more. Participants will be emailed
the results or they can also be found at www.CityofUP.com.

We want to hear from you, so please speak UP!
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For upcoming events and Council Meeting information

visit the Upcoming Events Calendar.
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