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See you at the Tree!

Be sure to join your friends and neighbors
next Friday, Dec. 7 as U.P. hosts one of its
most popular community events, the lighting
of the annual Christmas Tree in Market Square.

There will be music by local school groups and
lots of hands-on fun for the kids, including
face painting and other activities hosted by
Entertainment Masters. And of course there
will be lots of great holiday treats, including
Tastyz Kettle Corn and hot cider.

Santa will arrive at 5 p.m. aboard a West Pierce
Fire & Rescue engine and will “flip the switch” on the tree lights at 6 p.m. The
Curtis High School Key Club will be taking photos with Santa inside the Civic
Building Atrium for $5 until 7:30 p.m.

This family-friendly celebration kicks off at 4 p.m. so arrive early and spend some
time exploring—and supporting—the many new businesses around the Village at
Chambers Bay.

Be sure to bundle UP and show UP to celebrate the holidays in UP!

As preparations are made for the evening’s festivities, motorists should expect
temporary road closures on Market Place West and Market Square on Friday,
Dec. 7, from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Visit the University Place Christmas Tree Lighting Facebook Page for more
information on this year's event.

New Businesses Open for the Holidays

https://www.facebook.com/UniversityPlaceTreeLighting/


The year may be winding down, but new business openings in U.P. show no signs
of slowing down. During November, two new businesses celebrated their grand
openings:

The Collected Home is the “new kid on the block” in the 27th Street Business
District. Located at 7902 27th St. W., Suite 3, the boutique offers antique and
vintage home decor, as well as furniture painting classes.

Bliss Small Batch Creamery is now open in the Village at Chambers Bay at 3556
Market Place W. (in Market Square), where it offers a tempting array of all-natural,
homemade ice cream and celebratory desserts.

Be sure to support these and all of U.P.’s local businesses this holiday season.

Give Back to Trails this Holiday Season

Join the Washington State Trails
Association for one of many work
parties taking place on the Chambers
Creek Canyon trail system this
season. This is the next step in
creating a great urban hiking
opportunity shared between the cities
of Lakewood, University Place and
Pierce County. 

This is the next of many work parties
on the Chambers Creek Canyon trail
system. When completed, a series of trails will traverse the length of the
canyon. We are working on realigning the trail on the Lakewood side of the
canyon. In several places the trail drops steeply and then climbs back up
regaining the lost elevation. We will rebuild the trail to keep it on a constant grade
and improve the hiking experience.

Sign up for the trail work parties for the dates listed below:
Friday, Nov. 30, Saturday, Dec. 1, Sunday, Dec. 2
Friday, Dec. 7, Saturday, Dec. 8, Sunday, Dec. 9
Friday, Dec. 14, Saturday, Dec. 15, Sunday, Dec. 16

We'll have fun, work hard and make a difference! No experience is necessary.

About the Chambers Creek Canyon
Chambers Creek Canyon is a deeply incised, forested stream corridor between
Lakewood and University Place in the South Puget Sound region. Consisting of
204 acres along a 2.5-mile section of Chambers Creek, the site engulfs trail users

https://thecollectedhomenw.com/
http://icecreambliss.com/
https://www.wta.org/volunteer/schedule/workparty/a2mA0000000QAfj/
https://www.wta.org/volunteer/schedule/workparty/a2mA0000000QAfo/
https://www.wta.org/volunteer/schedule/workparty/a2mA0000000QAft/
https://www.wta.org/volunteer/schedule/workparty/a2mA0000000Q8cZ/
https://www.wta.org/volunteer/schedule/workparty/a2mA0000000Q8ce/
https://www.wta.org/volunteer/schedule/workparty/a2mA0000000Q8cf/
https://www.wta.org/volunteer/schedule/workparty/a2mA0000000Q8cj/
https://www.wta.org/volunteer/schedule/workparty/a2mA0000000Q8co/
https://www.wta.org/volunteer/schedule/workparty/a2mA0000000Q8ct/


in a forested canopy of mature douglas-fir, western hemlock, and western red
cedar. With its thick native understory and the sound of Chambers Creek flowing
through the canyon, it creates a unique back country experience in the middle of
a dense urban setting.

Items for your Safety Wish List

What are you doing to keep your home—and all the things in it—safe this holiday
season?

Burglars love the holidays. Lots of gifts piled under the tree. Frantic schedules
and doors that were accidently left unlocked. Short, dark days. Homeowners out
at parties and visiting family.

From a thief’s perspective, what’s not to love?

This year, give yourself some early holiday safety gifts. And think about those on
your list who could benefit from these items as well:

Light timers will keep your house well-lit even after dark if you are not
home.
Outdoor cameras can capture suspicious activity and porch piracy.
Motion detector lights will shine light on those lurking in the dark.
Easy to install deadbolt reinforcers and peepholes let you see out and
make it hard for burglars to get in. 
Window coverings can obscure the view, especially of gifts around the
Christmas tree.
A personal safe makes important documents and keepsakes (including
jewelry) hard to access and run away with.
TV simulators project light and moving screens so it appears as if a TV is
on, even when no one is home. 
A porch lock box will protect your home deliveries from thieves while you
are away.
Mobile apps represent the latest in home security system technology. Use
your phone to arm, disarm and monitor your alarm system while you are
not home.
Personal hand-held alarms produce a piercing alarm and are a must for
runners, those who navigate dark parking garages and parking lots, and
anyone who wants to feel safe when they are out by themselves.
U-shaped bike locks are bike thieves’ worst nightmare. Invest in heavy-
duty versions to deter hacksaws and bolt cutters.

Many of these items are not terribly expensive but can save you lots of hassles
and heartache by preventing theft before it occurs.



Winterize Your Yard Wisely

Avid gardeners know that even though their plants go to sleep during the winter
months, there are lots of important things they can do to ensure they are ready
for a stunning spring show.

As you do your winter gardening chores, be sure to keep our precious public
waters in mind. Follow these easy tips to minimize the need for chemical
pesticides and fertilizers and to conserve water use and run-off: 

Rake your leaves and use them to mulch your garden bed to reduce weeds
and feed the soil.
Weed your beds at least once to prevent unwanted plants from going to
seed.
Consider planting winter cover crops, such as red clover or winter rye.
Prune your fruit trees and shrubs during their dormant months (generally
December through February).
Remove plants that have been infected with pests or disease.
Make sure outdoor in-ground irrigation systems are off and drained.
Start planning your spring gardens, including grouping plants by their
watering needs and using pest-resistant varieties.
Dispose of old pesticides or hazardous materials safely. Visit the Pierce
County Hazardous Household Waste webpage for all the details.

To learn more, visit the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department’s Healthy
Homes website.

Upcoming Events in University Place

https://www.co.pierce.wa.us/1544/Household-Hazardous-Waste
https://www.tpchd.org/healthy-homes/dirt-alert-tacoma-smelter-plume/natural-yard-care


Santa at the Station
Dec. 5, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

West Pierce Fire &
Rescue Station 31

Santa Photos
Dec. 8 & 22

10 a.m.-2 p.m.
(Break at 12:30).

Civic Building Atrium

Gingerbread Houses
Dec. 8, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Registration Required

University Place Library

Santa Paws
Dec. 9, 9 a.m.-noon

Pet Photos with Santa
Civic Building Atrium

Senior Christmas
Party, Dec. 12,

11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
U.P. Senior Center

Holiday Gala & Auction
Dec. 14, 6:30-9 p.m.
Civic Building Atrium

UPforArts.org

For upcoming events and Council Meeting information

visit the Upcoming Events Calendar.

University Place City Council

Mayor Kent Keel Mayor Pro Tem Caroline Belleci

https://www.westpierce.org/event/santa-at-the-station-up/
https://calendar.piercecountylibrary.org/event/1266770
http://www.upforarts.org
http://www.cityofup.com/calendar-node-field-event-date/year
http://www.cityofup.com/calendar-node-field-event-date/year
http://www.cityofup.com/government/councilmember-biographies/mayor-keel
http://www.cityofup.com/government/councilmember-biographies/mayorprotembelleci
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http://www.cityofup.com/government/councilmember-biographies/councilmember-figueroa
http://www.cityofup.com/government/councilmember-biographies/councilmember-figueroa
http://www.cityofup.com/government/councilmember-biographies/councilmember-worthington
http://www.cityofup.com/government/councilmember-biographies/councilmember-grassi
http://www.cityofup.com/government/councilmember-biographies/councilmember-mccluskey
http://www.cityofup.com/government/councilmember-biographies/councilmember-mccluskey
http://www.cityofup.com/government/councilmember-biographies/councilmember-nye
http://www.cityofup.com/government/councilmember-biographies/councilmember-nye
http://www.facebook.com/CityofUPWA
http://www.twitter.com/CityofUPWA
http://www.youtube.com/UniversityPlaceTV/

