
January 23, 2019

The Sweetheart Dance

The Sweetheart Dance, formerly known as
the Daddy Daughter Dance, is celebrating its
16th year on Saturday, Feb. 9 from 6:30-9
p.m. in the University Place School District
Curtis High School Cafeteria!
Uncles, grandfathers, big brothers, mom,
grandmas and even aunts are welcome to
accompany their little princess. Come
prepared to enjoy an array of music, dancing,
a photo booth, refreshments, party favors
and more that will create memories that will
last a lifetime!

Cost: Early Registration: $45 per couple, $5 each additional child
At the door: $50 per couple, $5 each additional child

Registration opened Jan. 9 online at
www.upsd83.org. Look for the link on the Curtis
High School homepage. To register in person, visit
Curtis High School Student Accounts Monday
through Friday from 7 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. or from
1:30-2:30 p.m., cash & check ONLY in person.

A photographer will be on site to provide pictures
for a small fee. Pictures are available for pre-
registered guests beginning at 5:30 p.m. and will
continue through the night for those registering at
the door.

For more information, contact Brittany Bibby in the Curtis Student Accounts
office at 253.566.5710 x2160 or email bbibby@upsd83.org.

Special thanks to: Forza Coffee Company, American Party Place, Entertainment
Masters and Action Photos Northwest

http://www.upsd83.org
mailto:bbibby@upsd83.org


Cirque Drive Phase 3 Open House – Jan. 24

Please join us for an Open House for the Cirque Drive West Phase 3 Roadway
Improvements project. This project will add sidewalks, street lights and
landscaping on Cirque Drive West from Grandview Drive West to 83rd Avenue
West.

The Open House will take place at U.P. City Hall, 3715 Bridgeport Way West, on
Thursday, Jan. 24, 2019, from 7-8 p.m. City staff will be on hand and available to
discuss the project and answer questions.

For more information, call the U.P. Engineering Department at 253.460.2526.

2019 Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP)
Comment Period Open Jan. 22 through Feb. 4

The Washington State Department of Ecology requires an annual review and
update to the Stormwater Management Plan, which focuses on seven major
elements/components of our NPDES Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit. On
Jan. 22 the Draft 2019 Stormwater Management Plan was presented to the City
Council for review; the plan is now open for public review and comment through
Feb. 4. At the Feb. 4 Council Meeting there will be opportunity for the public to
comment on this plan, prior to adoption by the City Council. 

Please go to the City of University Place website to see the 2019 Draft
Stormwater Management Plan. Comments can be made to our NPDES
Coordinator, Todd Smith, via email to tsmith@CityofUP.com, or by phone at
253.460.5432.

More Business Openings Kick Off the New Year
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Rainier Medical Health & Fitness Urban Float

When it comes to new business openings in University Place, the New Year is
starting right where the old one left off.
 
This month U.P. welcomed Rainier Medical Health & Fitness to its new location at
3633 Market Place W., Suite 1. Days later, Urban Float, a flotation therapy spa,
opened at 3633 Market Place W., Suite 5. Both businesses are in the Village at
Chambers Bay.
 
As the City’s reputation as a dining and retail hub continues to grow, U.P.
celebrated 11 official ribbon cuttings during 2018 for new businesses located
throughout the city, including the 27th Street Business District and Bridgeport
Way.
 
In addition, during the 12-month period from January through December 2018,
the City:

Issued more than 1,000 building permits
Saw $42 million in private investment through construction
Added another 77,000 square feet of commercial space 

 
Each of these developments fulfills the City's mission to expand our commercial
tax base so that we can continue to provide the highest level of service and
quality of life to residents and business.

University Place Receives CAFR Award

The City of University Place’s
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for
the year ended 2017 was awarded the
Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in
Financial Reporting by the Government
Finance Officers Association of the United
States and Canada (GFOA). The Certificate
of Achievement is the highest form of
recognition for excellence in state and local
government financial reporting. In order to
be awarded a Certificate of Achievement, a
government must publish an easily
readable and efficiently organized
comprehensive annual financial report. This
report must satisfy both generally accepted
accounting principles and applicable legal
requirements.

An Award of Financial Reporting
Achievement has also been awarded to the
Finance department who is primarily



responsible for preparing the award-
winning CAFR.

The CAFR has been judged by an impartial
panel to meet the high standards of the
program, which includes demonstrating a
constructive "spirit of full disclosure" to
clearly communicate its financial story and
motivate potential users and user groups
to read the CAFR.

A Certificate of Achievement is valid for a
period of one year only.

The Government Finance Officers
Association is a major professional
association servicing the needs of nearly
19,000 appointed and elected local, state,
and provincial-level government officials
and other finance practitioners. It provides
top quality publications, training
programs, services, and products designed
to enhance the skills and performance of
those responsible for government finance policy and management. 

Public Hearing:
2019 Comprehensive Plan Amendments

Beginning in mid-2018, the City’s Planning Commission held a series of public
meetings to discuss proposed amendments to the University Place
Comprehensive Plan. Foremost amongst these proposals is changing land use
zones in the Regional Growth Center (RGC) to accommodate more housing and
employment opportunities. Proposed amendments would increase allowed building
heights and expand the types of uses allowed in the RGC. 
 
The Planning Commission will hold a public hearing to take public comment on the
proposed amendments on Feb. 6, 2019, starting at 7 p.m., at City Hall, 3715
Bridgeport Way West.
 
Information regarding the proposed amendments is available on the City’s
website or by email to David Swindale, Director of Planning & Development
Services.
 
Background Info:
 
On July 26, 2018 the Puget Sound Regional Council Executive Board designated a
481-acre area of existing commercial and multifamily development along
Bridgeport Way, 27th and Mildred Streets in University Place as a “Regional
Growth Center” (RGC). The Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) is the
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for Snohomish, King, Pierce and Kitsap
counties charged with distributing federal transportation funds, in accordance
with the adopted regional planning and transportation plans known as VISION
2040 and the Regional Transportation Plan – 2018, respectively. 
 
VISION 2040 includes a Regional Growth Strategy aimed at distributing future
population and employment growth throughout the four counties into different
regional geographies including: “Metropolitan Cities” which includes Seattle,
Tacoma, Everett and Bremerton; “Core Cities” such as Lakewood, Puyallup,
Federal Way and Lynwood; “Larger Cities” such as Arlington, Issaquah,
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Woodinville and University Place; and “Small Cities” such as Dupont, Sumner, Mill
Creek and Stanwood.
 
Metropolitan, core and some larger cities experiencing higher rates of growth
have one or more designated RGCs which are anticipated to accommodate a
greater share of the regional growth and, therefore, given priority to receive
federal transportation funds to support that growth. 
 
In preparation and as a requirement for the Regional Growth Center designation,
the City developed a Subarea Plan which was adopted by the City Council in Nov.
2017. To implement the Subarea Plan, the City is amending the Comprehensive
Plan and Development Regulations as they pertain to the RGC area.

A Form-Based Code for the University Place
Regional Growth Center (RGC)

“A form-based code is a land development regulation that fosters predictable built
results and a high-quality public realm by using physical form (rather than
separation of uses) as the organizing principle for the code.”
 
The City is in the process of implementing the University Place Regional Growth
Center (RGC) Subarea Plan adopted in November 2017. Part of the
implementation strategy is to consider the use of a Form-Based Code (FBC) or a
hybrid of the City’s existing Euclidian zoning and an FBC in the RGC. The new
code being developed will only apply to land within the RGC, a 481-acre area of
existing commercial and multi-family uses along Bridgeport Way, 27th and Mildred
Streets. 
 
For the rest of this year the City will invite residents, business owners, service
providers and other interest groups to participate in surveys, interviews, public
workshops, open houses and meetings to develop the new code. Changes to the
code today are expected to result in a dramatic transformation to the look and
feel of this community over time. This is your community and we need your
participation in this process for it to succeed. Invitations to participate will be
posted on the City’s webpage, in our newsletter, on the City’s reader board sign,
and published in the News Tribune when appropriate.
 
For more information on Form-Based Codes read this entire article at A Form-
Based Code for UP or visit the following websites:

Form-Based Code Institute (FBCI) FBC Definition
Congress for the New Urbanism (CNU)
Local Government Commission (LGC) Form-Based Codes

Upcoming Events

http://www.cityofup.com/form-based-code-university-place-regional-growth-center-rgc
https://formbasedcodes.org/definition
https://www.cnu.org/
http://lgc.org/wordpress/docs/freepub/community_design/fact_sheets/form_based_codes.pdf


Night Pruning Class
Jan. 24, 7-9 p.m.

United Church - Free

Pruning Party
Jan. 26, 10 a.m.-1p.m.
Curran Orchard - Free

Mason Bees
Feb. 2, 11:45 a.m.-1:45
p.m. U.P. Library - Free

For upcoming events and Council Meeting information

visit the Upcoming Events Calendar.
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